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Speed up your computer 

Slow doesn't work for you or your computer We have the expertise to 
understand what the problem is and help to get your system back up 
and running as it should. 

CALL 0844 444 3122 or visit dell.co.uk/solutionstation 

No Fix, No Fee. Prices from £19 



Solution 

Station*" 


( - \ 

Adaptive performance and built-in visuals-' deliver a better 
PCexpertence you can both see and feel. That's the boost 
you get from the visibly smart performance of the 2nd 

generation Intel® Core" i5 processor. 

V_ J 


0844 444 3064 I www.dell.co.uk/deals 

8am-9pm Weekdays, 9am-6pm Saturdays, 10am-7pm Sundays and Bank Holidays Offers end 24/08/2011 


McAfee™ - PROTECT WHAT YOU VALUE. Offers due to end 24/08/2011. Dell Products, c/o PO Box 69, Brackneil, Berkshire RG12 1RD, United Kingdom Subject to 

availability. Prices and specifications may change without notice Delivery charge is £20 Incl VAT per system (unless otherwise 
stated). Consumers are entitled to cancel orders within 7 working days beginning the day after the date of delivery: Delt collection charge is £23 Incl. VAT for system purchases and £11.50 Incl. VAT for 
accessory purchases. Terms and Conditions of Sales. Service and Finance apply and are available from www delt co If you wish not to receive further marketing material via fax or direct mail please 
inform us via email: delluk@icUentmail.eu.com. post: Dell - Suppressions. PO Box 59. ROSS ON WYE, HR9 7ZS, United Kingdom, or fax 0800 3283071 Delivery charges range from £5.75 to £14.95 incl. 
VAT (20%) per item for items purchased without a system Desktops and laptops l-sted include Microsoft Works 9.0 as standard Actual hard drive capacity will be less due to material and operating system 
which are preloaded Promotional offers limited to maximum 5 systems per customer.l Saving is the difference between the total offer price versus the current online price for the basic system with 
promotional components upgraded individually, 2 Selected systems are available for shipment within [24hoursJ following the date of order confirmation, though delivery dates are not guaranteed and this 
^offer is subject to availability Dell's general Terms and Conditions of sale apply and are available on www.dell co.uk Dell Services do not affect customer's statutory rights. They are subject to Terms and 
Conditions which can be found at www.detl.co.uk/consumerservices/termsandconditions. Celeron, Celeron Inside. Core Inside, Intel. Intel Logo. Intel Atom. Intel Atom Inside, Intel Core, Intel Inside, Intel 
In*. rie4.«a.inteltf ) rail>armirtL Itanium inside, Pentium, Pentium Inside, vPro Inside, Xeon, and Xeon Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U S. and/or other countries Built-in visual features are not 

re may be required Check with your system manufacturer, learn more at http://www intel.com/go/biv. 
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rrm xps w isz 


Do you work hard and play harder? 

XPS* *" 15z sets new standards for power 
and portability while giving you more of 
what matters most. 


IncL VA~ 

& Delivery 



Touch 
or Type! 



Inspiron™ duo 

The ingenious multi-touchi PC that 
converts from tablet to netbook in 
a flash. 


IncL VAT 
& Delivery 




Inspiron™ 15R 

The stylish, fun. and fast laptop that 
is flexible enough to meet the whole 
family's needs. 



Ird VAT 
& Delivery 



Ships Fast 


E-Value Code PCPUK08-N0015Z02 


■ Intel* Core " I5-2410M Processor 

• Genuine Windows* 7 Home Premium 64b I 

• 4GB Memory & 500GB Hard Drive 

• 15.6* (39,6cm) HD LED Screen with True-Life"" 
& 1.3MP Webcam 

• 1GB NVIDIA GeForce™ GT525M Graphics Card 

• Pre-installed with 15 months McAfee Security 
Center 

Get Special Offers on our Warranty services. 


E Value Code: PCPUK08-N00MDU03 


■ Intel* Atom" Processor N550 

• Genuine Windows* 7 Home Premium 32bit 

• 2GB Memory & 320GB Hard Drive 

• 10 .1* (26em) HD Touch Screen 

• Pre-installed with 15 months McAfee Security 
Center 

Standard colour is Foggy 1 Night Black. 
Upgrade to Martin Blue or Fastback Red for 
only £30. 


F -Value Code PCPUK08-N00Q1532 


• Intel* Core™ i3-231QM Processor 

■ Genuine Windows® 7 Home Premium G^bit 

• 3GB Memory & 520G8 Hard Drive 

• 15.6* (39 6cm) HD LED Screen with True -Life" 

• Pre-installed with 15 months McAfee Security Center 

With SWITCH* by Design Studio, you can 
switch your laptop Ud in seconds. Lid price 
from £29. Standard colour is Diamond Black. 




All 

Powerful! 



Alienware M14X 


Play cutting edge 3D games on a 
laptop that's so powerful it's out of 
this world. 


£1099 


IncL VAT 
& Delivery 


E-Value Code: PCPUK08-N0QW1401 


• Intel* Core' i7-2630QM Processor 

• Genuine Windows* 7 Home Premium 64bit 

• 4GB Memory & 500GB Hard Dr-ve 

• 15GB NVIDIA GeForce"* GT55SM Graphics Card 

Available in Cosmic Black and Lunar Shadow. 



I? I Inspiron 620s 

Speed through tasks, get organised 
and stay connected with the ultra-slim, 
space-saving Inspiron 620s. 

IncL VAT 
& Delivery 

E-Value Code: PCPUK08-D0062S01 


• Intel* Core " *3-2100 Processor 

• Genuine Windows* 7 Home Premium 64b t 

• 3GB Memory & 500GB Hard Drive 

• Monitor not included 

Shown in Purple. Black Comes Standard — 
Your Choice of 4 Colours for £10. 





TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
£310 




XPS™ 8300 

Brace yourself for a more immersive 
multimedia experience with this 
powerful desktop. 

TOTAL 

SAVINGS £310 
IncL VAT 
& Delivery 

E-Value Code: PCPUK08-D00X8316 


• Intel* Core * i7-2600 Processor 

• Genuine Wndows* 7 Home Premium 64bit 

• 6GB Memory & 1TB Hard Drive 

• Monitor not included 

• Single 1GB AMD Radeon * HD 6770 Graphics Card 

• Pre-installed with 15 months McAfee Security 
Center 

Get Special Offers on our Warranty services. 




Dell P513W All-in-One 
Wireless Photo Printer 




Dell ST2220L 21.5' (55cm) 
Full HD WLED Monitor 


IncL VAT & 
Delivery 




Targus Campus Laptop 
Backpack XL 


£44 


IncL VAT & 
Del very 
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Welcome to Windows: The Official Magazine, the only magazine you 
need to get more from your computer. This month, we're all about 
solving problems. Which problems? All the practical problems you can 
think of. From solving technical issues on your computer to finding the 
best way to travel from Rome airport to the city itself, we'll show you 
how to use the internet to get answers to even the thorniest problems. 
You need never get stuck for an answer again! 

And don't forget your packed free disc, which we've moved to the 
back of the magazine, so you can see more of the cover. It's still just 
as jammed with full commercial software, essential toolkits and useful 
resources. This month, in particular, I urge you to use our Healthcheck 
and Speed Up packs to get your computer fighting fit. The software 
makes it really simple and the benefits include faster start-up time, 
more responsive software and a more stable computer. Enjoy the mag! 



Adam Ifans Editor-in-Chief 

adam.ifans@futurenet.com 
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26 Fix any problem 

Whatever your query, you're sure to be 
able to find the answer with our guidance 

74 Step into the future 

Use your computer to do everyday tasks, 
and save yourself both time and money 

80 Get more from your laptop 

Ten top tips guaranteed to help you 
improve your portable PC 
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Check out our great subscription deals 



The best PC tutorials 



Yi crtAsir QiMycLey 

"Hopefully you're enjoying some warm weather 
right now. If so, you may find this month's tutorial 
on how to find the best beaches in Britain handy." 


^ 36 Keep track of 
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your registry 



99 Next month Find out what's 

coming up in the October issue 
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Windows installation 
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XV/ power up 
your laptop 

80 How to improve your 
laptop's performance 







ON YOUR 
FREE DISC 

Healthcheck and speed up your 
PC - turn to page 114 now 

Plus Full software including RT7Lite 
and LifeSort - see tutorials in Explore 




UPGRADE 

90 Over 20 pages of reviews 
and recommendations 


92 The big test Four laptops perfectly 

primed for using Skype are tested 

100 Hardware explained what do 

you need to watch TV on your PC? 

102 Help me choose We invite a 

reader to roadtest Windows 7 phones 
106 Mini test Five rugged cameras are 

thrown about in the interests of research 

108 Living with it Hardware that 

we've taken home with us 


110 We recommend Our complete 

buyer's guide to the best computer kit 

112 Play these Three of the latest 

games releases reviewed and rated 


Follow us on... 

www.twitter.com/windowsmag 


facebook. 


www.facebook.com/windowsmag 
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GET AWAY! Use the 

internet to plan the best 
summer holidays ever 
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Discover 

Summer holidays 



Discover the best last-minute deals at home and abroad with the 
help of your Windows computer and the internet 


S ix weeks of summer holidays can 
go remarkably quickly. You 11 

undoubtedly have many events you 
want to pack in, and many clothes to pack 
up. Unsurprisingly, given the variety of 
events and holidays on offer, it can be a 
little daunting to plan your trip. 

Fortunately, the internet can help ease 
the strains and stresses of planning your 
summer hols. If you want to stay close to 
home, www.ents24.com lists local events, 
from music festivals to 
art exhibitions. Click 
Set location in the top 
right and enter your 
address or postcode, 
and you get a definitive list of forthcoming 
shows and attractions in your area. 

Google Maps is immeasurably helpful 
for planning local trips - not only does it 
give you detailed directions, but it can also 
display details for nearby stately homes 
and museums. Enter your address or 
destination at http://maps.google.co.uk, 
then click Explore this area. You’ll see 
photos of attractions alongside their 
locations. Another great starting place is 


www.visitbritain.com, which links to 
regional 'Visit’ sites, and hosts maps and 
guides packed with useful information. 

For overnight stays, there’s a number of 
places to look for last-minute breaks in the 
UK and abroad. The Co-operative Travel 
(www.co-operativetravel.co.uk) and www, 
travelzoo.co.uk both list cheap holidays, 
while www.expedia.co.uk and www. 
ebookers.com let you build your own 
package. Make sure you check out www. 

tripadvisor.co.uk 
to ensure your 
hotel is up to 
scratch, too. Good 
deals pop up all the 
time on www.hotukdeals.com, and the 
best are voted up by users of the site. 

If the idea of a package holiday leaves 
you colder than the British summer, there 
are sites for adventures rather than 
holidays. Wikitravel (http://wikitravel.org) 
is a user-edited guide, with details on 
places further off the beaten track. And 
backpackers can’t go wrong with www. 
lonelyplanet.com and www.roughguides. 
com - both ol which have mobile apps. 


"Make sure you check out 
TripAdvisor to make sure 
your hotel is up to scratch" 


HERE'S WHERE TO START Plan your perfect trip 


The sheer number ol things you need to 
remember when planning for your summer 
holidays can be mind-boggling, but 
Evernote can make things a lot easier. It’s 
designed as an online notebook, but you 
can use the site to create a comprehensive 
packing list, make notes on ideal 
destinations, and ‘clip’ relevant images 
and pages from the internet. To get started, 
visit http://evernote.com and simply click 
Create account. 



CHECK LIST Create a list with handy check 
boxes to make a packing list 


The Knowledge... + 



Apps 


So just what is an app? 

Short for application, apps are 
small programs that let computer 
and mobile phone users do 
specific tasks. The abbreviation was 
popularised by Apple's App Store 
on its iPhone devices, but it also 
encompasses programs on the 
web and other mobile devices. 

Another word for program? 

Programs tend to be more fully- 
featured and come on discs, such 
as Microsoft's Office Word. Apps 
are cheaper and generally sit 
within a program. For example, 
using Google Docs within Internet 
Explorer could be considered an 
app, as could playing Angry Birds 
on a smartphone. 

Do I need a flashy phone? 

Fortunately not. Google's Chrome 
Web Store (https://chrome.googIe. 
com/webstore) includes many 
apps, all of which can be run within 
the web browser. They tend to be 
small downloads, too, so you 
needn't worry about your hard 
drive getting clogged up. 

How do I find apps? 

Most app stores include a handy 
front page, such as the Chrome 
Web Store, Apple's App Store, 
Android's Marketplace and 
Windows Phone 7's Zune 
Marketplace. Here you'll find the 
most popular apps, as well as 
interesting new apps. 


m 


urij®E) 


WEB CUPPINGS Save interesting websites in 
their entirety with the web dipping tool 



GO MOBILE Use Evernote's mobile apps to 
check and update notes anywhere 


How much do they cost? 

Fortunately, many apps won't 
cost you a penny. Some offer 
more features if you buy the 
app, but this costs no more than 
a few pounds. All transactions 
are totally secure, too, and once 
an app is added to your account, 
you can re-download it whenever 
you want. 


► 
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Windows 7 

Search and find 
without your mouse 

If your keyboard fingers are nimble 
enough, you need never use the 
mouse to find the things you want in 
Windows 7. The Search box is usually 
good enough. Check your keyboard - 
if you have a key marked with the 
Windows logo, pressing this brings up 
the Start menu and, critically, places a 
flashing cursor in the Search box. Now 
just type what you're looking for. Type 
Desktop background, for example, 
then hit Return to bring up the 
settings window where you can 
personalise your desktop. The search 
function is pretty clever, too - typing 
wallpaper gets you to the same place. 




* 


mi 





to your system 

In touch with someone abroad? Want 
to make sure you know what time it 
is where they are? Windows Vista 
enables you to add up to two 
additional clocks to the standard time 
display. Left-click the clock in the 
bottom right-hand corner of your 
screen, click Change date and time 
settings..., then click the Additional 
Clocks tab. Now just click the check 
box to activate any additional clocks, 
and choose the time zone you want to 
monitor. Give your new clock a name 
- the location, for example - then click 
OK. Now just left-click your system 
clock to see the international time. 



Make files read- 
to protect them 



If you've crafted a document so 
important that you can't stand to 
see it changed, right click it, select 
Properties, then fill in the Read Only 
check box at the bottom of the 
window that appears. This ensures that 
it can't be changed until you repeat 
the process and switch the read only 
flag off. Be careful with the 'Hidden' 
attribute here; it does, as you might 
expect, make it look as though your 
file is gone. It's probably best not to 
click this one unless you know how to 
make the file visible again afterwards. 


Struggling to get something to work? Need a tip? 

Then email us your woes (to windowsmagazine@futurenet.com with the subject line 
'Windows Insider') and well share your perfect Windows tweaks in a future issue. 



over this... + 


Lytro light field cameras 


Say bye to blurry pictures 

Out-of-focus images are a real pain, but we 
could be about to banish them to the past 


The exciting new light 
field camera concept 
from Lytro promises to 
capture images three 
dimensionally. It means 
you can shift the focus 
from the foreground to 
the background and 
anywhere in between 
even after you've taken 
the picture. It sounds 


incredible, but check 
out the demonstration 
images at www.lytro. 
com/picture_gallery for 
proof. Click around the 
samples and you'll see 
that you can bring 
whichever element 
interests you into focus. 
Lytro reckons the light 
field camera is due to go 


on sale later this year, 
although exact dates 
and prices are yet to 
be announced. You 
can reserve a camera at 
www.lytro.com if you're 
already sold on the idea. 


SHIFTING Go from 
foreground to 
middle to distance 
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Everyone's talking about... 



Google's getting serious about you, your likes and your friends 


G oogle is getting fed up with the 

dominance of Facebook. So after 
its previous failed attempts at getting 
social networking off the ground - namely 
Orkut (big in some countries but not the 
UK), Buzz, Wave and more - Google has 
announced a new 
service, Google+. Its 
a little simplistic to 
brand it as “another 
Facebook" but thats 
what the main 
components 
compete with. If 
you want to try it 
yourself, though, 
you might have to 
wait. At the time 
of writing, the service at 
http://plus.google.com is 
restricted and you 
need an invitation. 

Essentially you 
contribute to a 
Facebook-style 
newsfeed (called the 

Stream) and add friends from your Google 
Contacts into different groups, known as 
Circles. You then share updates with your 
Circles - so if you posted a holiday picture, 
you can share it with your friends and not 
colleagues, for example. Or, if you wanted 
to send a link about a work task to the 
relevant people, you can just share it with 
colleagues rather than wider friends. You 
also have a profile page, and once you’re 
signed up, Google+ appears in the toolbar 


at the top of Google search pages as well as 
in Gmail and other Google services. 

As well as being web-based and available 
on the mobile web, there’s an Android app 
for the service, and one for the iPhone and 
iPad is in the pipeline. These can instantly 

upload your photos 
to Google+ as well as 
enable you to partake 
in Huddles, basically 
instant messaging 
between mobiles. 

So will Google+ 
make the difference for 
Google? Well, this is just 
the beginning - there 
will be plenty more on 
offer from Go ogle + over 
the coming months. And 
it is a compelling way of 
sharing content with 

of 

Facebook to introduce 
such a feature as soon 
as it can). But the 
success of Google+ will depend on one 
thing - how many friends you have on it. If 
your friends all leave Facebook, so will you. 
But is that likely now that Facebook is such 
an integral part of so many lives? Probably 
not. Some people have privacy concerns 
over Facebook sharing, but despite Google+ 
developers saying that security and privacy 
are of utmost concern, there are still some 
ways in which the service is fallible, as our 
expert, Catalin Cosoi, points out below. 



The success of Google+ 
depends on how many 
friends you have on it 


specific groups 
people (expect 


EXPERT OP N ON 



Catalin Cosoi 

Head of Online 
Threats Lab, 
BitDefender 

One of the main 
features of Google* 
is Circles, the possibility to easily share 
the right content with the right people. 
However, once the content has been 
shared to a Circle, anyone within that 
Circle can then share it by default to 
other Circles . It boils down to the fact 
that the tagging feature can be 
bypassed just by using the re-share 
option. Let's say user A shares a picture 
only with their Close Friends Circle, for 



instance, and disables re-sharing 
because they don't want anyone else to 
see it All it takes is for someone from 
that Close Friends Circle to tag a person 
from outside this Circle in the picture. 
Once this has been done, that person 
can then share the picture to anyone, 
in any way they like. While it's true that 
once someone has access to a picture 
they can simply save it and then 
redistribute it, the concern here is that 
Google* is promoting Circles as a way 
to be selective about how you share 
content, yet accidental and even 
deliberate sharing to other Circles 
is ail too easy to do. 


Download this... + 

MiniBin 

www.e-sushi.net/minibin 
If you hate having to move windows 
out of the way or flip to your desktop 
whenever you want to access the 
Recycle Bin, this useful little tool 
should appeal to you. MiniBin is a 
replacement for the desktop Recycle 
Bin icon, meaning that you can empty 
out files via a small icon that sits neatly 
and unobtrusively in your Notification 
area. If you choose to configure it 
appropriately, you can purge your files 
with a double mouse click, as well as 
display a progress bar as the Recycle 
Bin is emptied, and even play a sound 
should you wish. If you really want 
to, you can also add custom themes 
to the application, too. A simple piece 
of software, but one that many will 
find really rather useful. 



# 


RECYCLE NOW Purge your files directly 
from the Notification area 


Fo low us on... 



www.twitte r.c o m/wi n d o ws ma g 


facebook 


www.facebook.com/windowsmag 
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NEXT ISSUE ON SALE 

AUGUST 2011 
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Visibly 

Smart 



• 17.3" Widescreen Display (1920 x 1080) 

• Genuine Windows 7 Home Premium 

• 2nd Gen Intel® Core 7 " I7-2630QM 

• 8GB Samsung® DDR3 1333Mhz RAM 

• 500GB WD Scorpio Black SATA II HDD 

• 1GB nVidia GeForce GT 555M Graphics 

• Gigabit LAN & Wireless N Network Card 

• 3 Year Silver Warranty 










Whether it’s watching HD movies, editing your family photos or playing the latest games, the Optimus II will power 
through any task. It really is the true all-rounder. 



I 


•V» V«' 


£ ' '9 • • • • 

rr • • • • • 


Eniama II! I 
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•15 6' WxJescreon Dispuy (1366 x 768) 

• G enuine Windows 7 Home Premium 

• 2nd Gen Intel® Core™ i5-2410M 

• 4GB Corses® DOR3 1333MHz RAM 

• 500GB WD Scorpio Black SATA II HDD 

• 1GB nSAcfcs GeForce GT 520M Graphics 

• Gigabit LAN & iMnlni N Network Card 

• 3 Year Silver Warranty 


Enigma HI 540 Laptop 

15 6* Widescreen Display (1B20 * 1080) 
Genuine Windows 7 Home Premium 
2nd Gen Intel 1 ) Core’* 17 2630OM 
8GB Samsung® DDR 3 1333Mhz RAM 
500GB WD Scorpio Black SATA II HDD 
1GB nVidia GeForce GT 540M Graphics 

• Gigatxt LAN & Wireless N Network Card 

* 3 Year Silver Warranty 
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The Enigma lit 520 s. the perfect 
4GB RAM & nVidia 



tow-cost gamng 
makes the 



The 2nd Gen Intel® Core™ CPU. 
Ill 520 deal for portable gaming on a 


The Enigma III 540 Laptop is Mad wflh a 2nd Gen Intel® Core™ CPU. massive 
8GB RAM & an nVkfca Graphics Card' What more could you want under £800? 




Vortex I115 Laptop 

• 156* FuO HO Widescreen Display (1920 x 1080) 

• Genuine Windows 7 Home Premium 

• 2nd Gen Intel® Core™ I7-2630QM 

• 8GB Kmgston Hyper-X 1600MHz RAM 

• 750GB WO Scorpo Black SATA II HDD 

• 1 5GB nVidia GeForce GTX460M Graphics 

• Gigatxt LAN & Wireless N Network Card 

• 3 Year Stiver Warranty 



from 

« 1 V-f 111 



An extremely powerful 2nd Gen Intel® Core™ based l aptop Paved wflh the GeForce GTX460M 
this Laptop is a great garrxng laptop with desktop rivalling performance! 


Vortex I117 Laptop 

• 17 3* HD Widescreen Display (1920 x 1080) 

• Genuine Wndows 7 Home Premium 

• 2nd Gen Intel® Core™ I7-2720QM 

• 8G8 Kingston Hyper-X 1600MHz RAM 

• 750GB WD Scorpio Black SATA It HDD 

• 2GB AMD Radeon HD6970 Graphics 

• Gigatxt LAN 6 Wireless N Network Card 

• 3 Year Silver Warranty 




The pin na cle of our gaming laptops The Vortex I117 houses the most powerful 2nd Gen 
Intel® Core™ CPU. 8G8 RAM and AMD s flag sh® mobile graphics * gamng heaven' 


Scanlon 0844 499 4000 

email:enquiries@pcspecialist.co.uk 


SAVE £15 off every order! 
Enter code WL27M 


•Prices subject to change Images for illustration purposes only. 

Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Core, and Core Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation m the U S. and other countries. 
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Instant opinions 


Instant opinions 

j*. __ 

Topic: Is a browser-based 
version of Microsoft 
Office the future? 

Members 2 members live 

Nick says: 

Office 365 is Microsoft Office - Word, Excel, PowerPoint and so 
on - but in the cloud. So instead of having to install a physical 
copy, everything is kept online. It's aimed at professionals and 
small businesses, but I think it's the future for everyone - you can 
work on any of your documents on any computer anywhere. 

Adam says: 

Cloud-based computing is a good idea - in principle. In practice, 
it's not as carefree as companies suggest. If you're guaranteed a 
fast, stable internet connection, wherever you go, then great But 
for how many of us is that true? And if you only use it in one 
place, where's the benefit over the traditional suite? 






Nick says: 

Microsoft has promised that Office 365 will deliver on its promise 
of accessibility 99.9 per cent of the time, though obviously it's up 
to the person to have a decent broadband connection. I agree 
that while many people won't use Office in more than their 
home, more people are going mobile these days. 


Adam says: 

Like all cloud-based experiences, the desirability of this depends 
on the user. If you're a hotdesking worker who's on the road a 
lot, then yes, the cloud approach has advantages. For home 
users with a laptop, however, traditional software loads faster, 
responds more quickly and works without the internet. 



Nick says: 

True, but here's a scenario: imagine if something goes wrong 
with your PC, it dies and all your files get wiped. Well, keeping 
everything in the cloud suddenly has its advantages. Office 365 
gives you peace of mind and less hassle in the long run. Plus, you 
don't have to worry about buying the latest copy of Office. 


That's true - as long as you trust the company you're using! 

There's a price to pay for cloud apps: a subscription fee versus a 
one-off payment for software. Two years of subscriptions is 
equivalent to the cost of the Home and Student Office package. 

Do you agree/disagree? Tell us why at windowsmagazine@futurenet.com 




Adam says 


Discover this... 

+ 1 

L j|, JutiL. 





If you have that annoying and 
potentially disastrous habit of 
leaving USB memory sticks plugged 
into computers when you're on 
your travels, USB Alert is a handy 
application that warns you if a stick 
is still plugged in when you try to 
shut down the PC. Don't forget, you 
need to run the application every time you 
plug your USB stick in, but it's worth the few 
seconds it takes - especially if you carry 
important or sentimental data on your 
memory sticks. Get it from www.usbalert.nl. 
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Open Windows 
Explorer in tabs 

Surfing the internet has become 
significantly more user-friendly 
since browsers gave us the ability 
to open websites in individual tabs, 
making it really easy to keep track 
of them and switch sites quickly. But 

the same, unfortunately, can't be said of 
Windows Explorer. Thankfully, QTTabBar- 
while not being the easiest name to say - is 
an application that, once installed, gives 
you this same ability, so you can easily keep 
track of any files, images or anything else 
you have open on your desktop. If this 
sounds like the sort of solution you've 
long been looking for, download it from 
http://qttabbar.sourceforge.net. 
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Discover 


Desktop analysis 




with psychologist Joanna Bawa 


J A 


Vu S 


DESKTOP WALLPAPER 

THIS PICTURE CAPTURES BOTH THE IMPRESSIVE SCALE OF 
THE STONES AS WELL AS A SENSE OF THEIR GREAT AGE. 
THE QUALITY OF THE IMAGE SUGGESTS SOMEONE WITH AN 
EYE FOR NATURAL BEAUTY, WHO MAY ALSO BE ATTRACTED 
BY THE MYTHS AND LEGENDS SURROUNDING THE HENGE. 


# i 


WINDOWS SIDEBAR 

THE SIDEBAR, RESTRICTED 
TO TIME AND WEATHER, 

IS THE ONLYTHING 
INTERRUPTING THIS IMAGE. 
THIS SUGGESTS THAT THESE 

details are important to 

THIS PERSON, WHO MAY 
HOLD DOWN A 
RESPONSIBLE JOB WHILST 

dreaming of greater 

FREEDOMS AND A 
DIFFERENT LIFE. 


/ 




If 




desktop icons 

THE ICONS ARE RESTRICTED 
TO A SINGLE LINE ALONG 

the bottom of the screen 
SUGGESTING A GREAT 

RESPECT FOR the IMAGE 
WHICH IS STRIKING DESPITE 
IT BEING ONE OF THE MOST 
PHOTOGRAPHED SITES IN 
THE WORLD. THIS MAY BE 
SOMEONE WITH AN INTEREST 
IH ANCIENT HISTORY WHO 

. C^ LUES TVLAOI TION j BUT 
WHO ALSO LIKES TO BE OPEN 

to new experiences 
and information. 


JOANNA SAW A’S 

EXPERT DIAGNOSIS 

An individual with a creative streak and 
a fascination for myths, legends and the 
unexplained, but whose day job may be 
dull or monotonous 


Joanna Bawa is a fully-qualified 
Chartered Occupational Psychologist 


5 


Q\LL 

FREEMAN 

THE PATIENT 


Joanna's analysis is pretty accurate, 
except for the job. I am 72 and retired! 
I live near Stonehenge and am 
fascinated by it. I am also interested in 
ancient history. As a former senior 
secretary my desktop has to be 
uncluttered - old habits die hard. The 
weather is important as I have three 
dogs to walk. 
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HOWTO CURE 
YOUR DESKTOP 

This image of Stonehenge can be found 
by right-clicking the desktop then 
selecting Personalize -» United 
Kingdom. Click Desktop background 
to select the Stonehenge image from it. 


SEND IN YOUR DESKTOP! 

Do you want to know what your desktop says about you? Then send us a picture - minimise all windows and press Print Screen. Open Paint and click Edit then 
Paste. Save the file as a PNG and email it to windowsmagazine@futurenet.com with the subject line 'My desktop'. Include your name and a photo of yourself. 9* 


www.officialwindowsmagazine.com 
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Mew gear. . 

From budget accessories to stylish PCs, there's 
a world of fascinating products at your 


A PC with two 
touchscreens £1,199 

Sony VAIO L Series 

Web www.sony.co.uk 

Sony recently unveiled its latest all-in-one, the VAIO L 
series, which brings with it a 24-inch Full HD display with 
full-frame multi-touch and LED backlight. The screen 
features a glossy-black display and is a tilt-adjustable 
'floating' display on a V-shaped stand, with touch-sensitive 
'edge access' to functions, such as moving forwards and 
backwards in web pages or zooming in and out of photos. 

Spec-wise, you can choose Core i5 or i7 Intel processors, 
a Blu-ray player (or Blu-ray writer with the Core i7), plus 
S-force front-surround 3D and the ability to use the screen 
as a monitor-for playing console games, for example. 




Tiny wireless upgrade £24.99 
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Belkin Surf N300 Micro Adapter 

Web www.belkin.com/uk 

The Belkin Surf N300 is a simple device that enables those with an older computer 
to upgrade their wireless adapter to the newer N standard (which is faster and has 
better range than the old G standard). It connects via USB, so you don't have to 
worry about using special cables, and because it's so small, you'll never notice it's 
there, so you can keep it plugged in at all times. To get the best from the N300, 
make sure you have a Wireless N router attached to your network. 


Twist and pout £200 
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Casio Tryx EX-TR100 

Web www.casio.com 

Casio has announced a twisty new camera as part of its 
Exilim digital range. The Tryx EX-TR100 has a rotatable 
frame for experimenting with different angles and hard-to- 
frame shots. Teenagers and internet posers will be delighted 
with the ease at which they can take arms-length self 
portraits thanks to the new design. With a three-inch LCD 
screen with rotating touch panel, you have excellent control 
over what's in shot and what effects to apply. The lens is a 
single-focus 21mm wide-angle affair, but the Tryx is capable 
of recording HD video as well as slow-motion movies. 
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A perfect phone for 

business £459 (unlocked) 


Block annoying 
noises out £29.11 
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Logitech Ultimate Ears 200vi 

Web http://ultimateears.eom 
Logitech's Ultimate Ears in-ear headphone 
range consists of no less than 15 different 
types, ranging from the ludicrously expensive 
to the more affordable. Its Ultimate Ears 200vi 
- pictured here - cost around £30, putting 
them near the lower-end of the range, but the 
sounds are still plentiful because the same 
engineers who make the top-end stuff also 
make these. They come with five sizes of ear 
buds, so you can make sure they fit perfectly 
and do the job of blocking out background 
noises in public. They come in three colours, 
and Logitech includes a protective hard case. 


* Him I KM* 
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Dell Venue Pro 

Web www.dell.com/VenuePro 

It's been a long time coming, but the Dell Venue Pro, Dell's 
Windows Phone 7 handset, complete with a physical 
QWERTY keyboard, has finally got its UK release. As well as 
the slide-out keyboard, which is a real boon for those who 
like to type long emails or documents on their phone, it also 
has a familiar Windows Phone 7 spec, including 1GHz 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 8250 processor alongside a 
five-megapixel camera with digital zoom, geotagging and 
touch-focus, and an 800x480 4.1-inch OLED touchscreen. 






Instant 

expert 

Nick 

Odantzis 

Deputy editor 
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The Sony VAIO L Series is yet 
another device touting 
touchscreen technology, but 
what's it all about? Touch 
control has been around for a 
while, but it's only recently that 
the technology has started to 
find its way into our lives. Think 
of it as just another way of 
interacting with a computer- 
instead of using a mouse and 
keyboard, you press your 
finger against the screen. 
Multi-touch is the most recent 
touchscreen technology, and it 
enables you to interact with 
the screen with more than one 
finger; pinching and pulling to 
zoom in and out of photos, for 
example, or swiping the screen 
to flick through pictures. The 
main advantage of a 
touchscreen is that you don't 
need a keyboard and mouse, 
so a laptop can be shrunk 
down to just a screen. Apart 
from reduced weight and 
increased mobility, a 
touchscreen can make it easier 
and quicker to perform tasks. 


Small but huge-capacity 
hard drive £125 

Seagate GoFlex Ultra-Portable Drive 

Web www.seagateactive.com 

Seagate has announced the arrival of the FreeAgent GoFlex, 
the first portable external hard drive on the market, which 
comes packing 1.5TB of storage. The drive is a mere 2.5 inches 
across and has enough capacity to store 60 HD movies, 750 
video games, or countless photos. To ensure that you can 
transfer files in the fastest way possible, the Seagate FreeAgent 
GoFlex comes with USB 3.0 connectivity. The FreeAgent GoFlex 
1.5TB external hard drive is available now (and also comes in 
the less capacious sizes of 320GB, 500GB, 750GB, and 1GB). 
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MEAN 



sco.co.uk has everything you need for your office desktop - at great low 
With PC deals from the leading names, through to printers, software and 
accessories, we have it all. Check out misco.co.uk/go/de$ktopdeal$ today! 




HP Pro 4000 Small Form Factor PC 
+ 5 Year Warranty Upgrade 

• Intel * Pentium- Dual-Core processor G5800 (3.20GHz) 

1 500GB hard drive 




DVD RW Optical Drive with UghtScribe 
Genuine Windows' 5 ' 7 Professional 64-bit 
5 Year next business day, ori-site warranty. 





Outer: LY187293 


Pentium* 

InjkUT 



Ex VAT 


Acer Veriton X275 Small Form Factor PC 

* Inter Pentium* Dual-Core E5800 
3.2GHz processor 

- 2GB RAM / 320GB 



DVD RW optical drive 

Windows* 7 Professional 
32- 



1 year warranty. 




£269 


Older IY 174919 

.99 

E«VAT 


Lenovo ThinkCentre A70 Tower PC 

* Inter Pentium* Dual-Core E5700 
3.00GHz processor 

* 2GB RAM / 320GB hard drive 

* DVD±RW optical drive 

* Windows* 7 Professional 
32-bit 

* 1 year war rarity. 



Order LY 172489 



F 


THOSE 


WHO 


S3 


S3 


£259 


.99 

Ei VAT 


Zoostorm Micro Tower PC 

♦ Intel* Core'* 1 13-2100 3.1 GHz processor 

♦ 2GB RAM } 500GB hard drive 

♦ DVD-RW SuperMulti drive 

♦ Windows*' 7 Professional 
64-bit 

♦ 1 year warranty. 



zoostcJrm 


.com 


£299 


Order IY 1370 B 9 

.99 

E.VAT 


Fujitsu P2560 Tower PC 

»Intel* Core'"2 Duo Processor E7500 2.93GHz 

• 2GB RAM / 320GB hard drive 
- DVD SuperMulti drive 

• Windows 7 Professional 32 bit 

• Includes FREE 2GB Upgrade. 





FUJITSU 


£289 


Order: LY187356 

.99 

E*VAT 


Samsung ML-3310ND Mono Laser Printer 

* Print speeds up to 31 ppm in A4 

■ Simple and easy to use menu structure 

* Network ready for easy sharing 

* Built-in duplex for 

minimising costs 

* Extra high yield 

toner for lower cost 
per page. j 



AMSIIN 


Order: LYD3D3194 

£135It 


HP Laserjet Pro CP1525n Colour 
Laser Printer 


Print speed up to 12ppm mono 

and 8ppm colour 

Built in intuitive control 




Network ready for 
easy 

Same low cost per page as 

from a mono HP LaserJet. 




Order: LYD 282661 

.83 

Ei VAT 


£115 


Logitech B500 1.3MP Webcam 

■ True 1.3 megapixel sensor with glass lens 

• 72-degree wide-angle field of view 

■ Video capture: up to 1280 x 1024 pixels 

• Built-in microphone with 
RightSound ,h1 technology 

• Up to 30 frames per second 
streaming video in VGA mode 

• Privacy shade for video rnute. 



V* v 



Order: LY0197953 

.99 

b VAT 



Microsoft Office Home & Business 
2010 PKC 

■ Create professional reports, charts and 
presentations with ease 

- Easily store files and documents , 
online for added protection 

■ New photo, video and text effects 
to create standout documents and 
presentations 

• Includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint, _ 

One Note Outlook. 0rde| . m47M j 



Microsoft 


£137 


.99 

bVAT 



MacBook Pro 13.3" 

■ Intel* Core" 15 processor (2.C 

• 4GB RAM / 320GB hard drive 

• SuperDrive x8 (DVD±R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

• Intel HD Graphics 3000 

• Mac OS X 
Snow Leopard. 



mmmmr 



Authorised 

Reseller 


Order: LY 174144 

£832* 


Pricae and offers ara conact at time of publication but ara 
subject to change wilhcut notice ancf whilst ament stocks 
!a£t Please vieit Miaca.co.Uc wabETte or deJI to gat the 
^Anost up to dote price. All prices exclude VAT & delivery. 

data)' v of onr Tecttie and Ooncht one are 
r^Kvailabte on faquaetend c-inbe viewed on our wabsita 

^^w/w.misco.oo.uk-'tandc. Copyright£^>1 1 Misco. 

All rights reserved 23133-0611 


FREEFONE: 0800 038 8883 
email* salesdesk@misco.co,uk 
visit: www,mi$co,co,uk/go/desktopdeals 















































































Discover 

ourney to the centre 



Join up 


Mumsnet is a one-stop-shop for all 
things parenting. Originally set up as a 
forum for mums across the UK, it has 
quickly grown into a huge resource for 
all parents. Such is the power of 
Mumsnet that it has sparked many 
national campaigns related to parenting. 
Some of the best parts of this website are 
better experienced if you are a member. 
Click the Join link at the top of the page 
and follow the instructions provided. You 
can choose whether you wish to appear 
on the Talk message boards or not. 
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Journey to 
the centre of. 

www.mumsnet.com 
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Go local 


Mumsnet Local is perfect for those 
who have moved to a new area, or for 
people who want to get the best out of 
where they live. You can also browse 
other Mumsnet Local sites if you plan on 
visiting somewhere new on holiday. Just 
click on the Mumsnet Local heading, 
enter your postcode and select from the 
list of nearby groups. Each location has 
its own local events and adverts, and you 
can chat with others in the area using the 
Local Talk option. It's a great way to hear 
about new events and clubs near you. 
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Campaign trail 
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Mumsnet's real power lies in its 
ability to make changes on a big scale. 
Under the News & Events tab is the 
Campaign menu. Here you'll find a list of 
the current campaigns endorsed and 
organised by Mumsnet Under each 
campaign are quick links to sign petitions 
or other related topics. Enter the Talk 
section by clicking the Talk menu tab. 
From here you can learn how it works, 
customise your styles and choose from 
a wide variety of topics for discussion. 
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Food for thought 


If you're starting a family, having 
a new mouth to feed can be daunting. 
Luckily, Mumsnet has a Family food and 
recipes section to help you cope. Located 
on the menu bar is the Food heading. 
Here you will find helpful hints for your 
child's needs plus ideas for children's 
parties. There is also a very handy meal 
planner featuring sample meals and a 
blank meal planner for you to print out. 
Clicking on each of the sample meals 
takes you to the full recipe. 




Together with a select few respected travel bloggers, 
Microsoft OneNote brings you TripBooks 


OneNote 2010 helps 
keep all your notes in 
one place. With 
OneNote, you can 
combine ideas from 
notes, drawings and 
audio commentaries. You 
can then share your ideas 
with others online. 

To further promote the 
software, Microsoft has 


commissioned 40 
bloggers to create 
TripBooks while on their 
travels. This has 
culminated in a collection 
of interactive guides for 
cities all over the world. If 
you don't have Microsoft 
Office or OneNote, you 
can still access these via 
the web at http://bit.ly/ 


fgGukt. You can also 
tweak each TripBook 
to suit you and your 
travel itinerary. It's a 
great resource to have 
at your disposal while 
on your travels. 

ON THE ROAD Check 
out your next destination 
with OneNote TripBooks 
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Favorites... 


+T 7 ] 

If you only add three sites to 
Favorites this month, pick these 

• ‘ www.lettersofnote.com 

If still you hold on to the 
romantic notion of the written 
letter, then you're going to love 
Letters of Note. It contains a 
plethora of amazing letters written 
throughout the ages. They're mostly 
of the famous variety and well 
worth a read if you want to get an 
insight into the lives of celebrities. 


11 Jj t | l lv \ 9 

f T I ¥ I V L 1 1 [\i ft r 


I hih Mrkrrim&lv mu 


www.genesreunited. 

co.uk 

The ideal way to find out where 
your roots lie, Genes Reunited 
allows you to search through its 
catalogue of records that goes 
back as far as 1837 and help build 
your own family tree. If you get 
stuck at any point you can ask the 
community for help and advice. 
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NAME Stuart White 
JOB Care Assistant 
LOCATION Ross-on-Wye 
S ET- U F Windows XP, 

Windows Vista and Windows 7 

MY RECOMMENDED WEBSITES 

Amazon (www.amazon.co.uk), Facebook 
(www.facebook.com) and Cokezone (www. 
cokezone.co.uk). 

MY PC HISTORY 

My first computer was a Commodore 64. It 
felt a lot different to a games console though, 
because you could do more than just play 
games - although if I’m honest I did spend 
most of my time playing games. I did create 
a few programs as well, but come on, I was 
only 13 years old! IVe got a few ‘proper’ PCs 
now, including an eMachme desktop, a Dell 
laptop and a Packard Bell netbook. 


MY WEB LIFE 

I spend about eight hours a day online - 
pretty much any time I’m not work ing or 
sleeping. Although it seems like most people 
now buy music online, I prefer to buy CDs 
in a store then listen to them on my PC. 


MY PASSWORD 
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My password strength is average, which 
probably means I should upgrade it. (Check 
your password at http://snipurl.com/s4eue) 


AND FINALLY 

The best YouTube video clip has to be the 
fantastic Aloe Blace’s 1 Need A Dollar song, 
at http://tinyurl.com/yb6jd6v. 

> We want you! 

, f We'd love to give you the chance 
— ML! to appear here. To apply, simply 
email windowsmagazine@futurenet.com. 


A 

www.grooveshark.com 

It's hard to look beyond 
Spotify when it comes to 
streaming music to your PC for 
free, although Grooveshark could 
soon rival it. It's easy to find 
music you like and once signed 
up you can quickly add songs to 
your collection, create playlists 
and follow your friends to see 
what they're listening to. 
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How many new 
features will there be 
in the next version of 
Windows Phone 7? 

A) Nearly 40 

B) Over 500 

C) About 1001 

2 Which type of 
external storage 
connection is most 
widely supported by 
PC manufacturers? 

A) eSATA 
B) Firewire 

C) USB 
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hat is a tablet? 


JA) Something you plug 
into your PC to solve any 
issue 

B) A touchscreen mobile 
device 

C) A pen-activated writing 
device 
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net books? 

A) Intel Ion 

B) AMD Phenom 

C) Intel Core i3 
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5 “ How old is the email 
service Hotmail? 

A) 10 years 
B) 15 years 
C) 4 years 
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TABOO 

Of TECH? 
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beach tech 

BOOTY 

„ bikes to 

SUNNYYOUR 
COMMUTE 


Gym happy 

HEADPHONES 





www.t3.com 


The latest issue of T3 magazine is available now at iTunes, Zinio or at all good newsagents. 
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Available on the 

App Store 


















































Matt Hanson reveals a host 
of fascinating digital facts 



£57.8 BILL ON 



...is lost in productivity due to digital interruptions, 
according to a survey conducted by online market 
research firm uSamp. Nearly 60 per cent of 
interruptions involve tools such as email, social 
networks, text messaging and instant messaging, 
and 45 per cent of employees work only 15 minutes 

or less before getting interrupted. 


ARE WE FALLING 
OUT OF LOVE WITH 

FACEBOOK? 

Facebook used to be an internet 
juggernaut, constantly growing and 
seemingly unstoppable. However, 
during May of this year, the number 
of people using Facebook fell in 
many countries. The US lost about six 
million users, while the UK, Norway 
and Russia all lost around 100,000 
users. The more privacy-based social 
network, Diaspora, is gaining 
attention - try it at https://diasp.eu. 



...were sent in the US 
during the second half of 
2010. This is an increase 
of 8.7 per cent. Although 
this might sound pretty 
impressive, it is actually 
the smallest increase 
ever in SMS use. 


48 HOURS OF VIDEO UPLOADED TO YOUTUBE PER M NUTE 



HOURS 


OF VIDEO UPLOADED 
EVERY MINUTE 



HOURS 


PER MINUTE 



HOURS 


PER MINUTE 



HOURS 


PER MINUTE 
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Facts & figures 



THAT'S A LOT 



Domino's Pizza has 
sold £10 million worth 
of food through its 
mobile channels, such 
as the Domino's 
Android ordering 
app. The free app 
enables you to quickly 
view menus and 
order a pizza from 
your mobile phone. 


When the London 2012 Olympic tickets 
went on sale, there was a huge surge in 
online scams targeting buyers. Over 1,500 
malicious web links were identified when 
searching for common Olympic-related 
terms, and these links took people to 
unofficial and infected websites. For any 
site that asks you for your details, enter 
it into www.london2012.com/about-this- 
website/ticketing-website-checker.php 
to make sure it is safe. 
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UK BROADBAND SPEED 
SATISFACTION BY REGION 
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1. Gwent 

2. West Yorkshire 

3. West Midlands 

4. Avon 

5. Ayrshire 


TOP 5 UNSATISFIED 

1. Dyfed 

2. Shropshire 

3. Clwyd 

4. Lincolnshire 

5. Norfolk 
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Write and share your thoughts on 


PCs, the web and your magazine... 


Contact the magazine 

Email us: windowsmagazine@futurenet.com 
Write to us: Windows: The Official Magazine, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW 





Get in touch! 

We really want to 
hear from you. Email 
your questions, 
comments, tips or 
complaints to us at 
the address below. 
windowsmagazine@ 
futurenet.com 

Also contact us on 


facebook 


www.facebook.com/ 

windowsmag 
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HIGH-DEF RECORDING 

I have a minor but irritating 
problem with Internet Explorer 
9.1 like to have the favourites list 
on the left side of the screen, if 
only because that’s the way it 
always was... Yes, I know I can 
use the little arrow and it will go 
to the left, but it reverts to the 
right side as soon as I want to 
use it again. As that gets boring, 
do you know of a tweak that will 
put it permanently on the left? 
Finn Stelmach 



* I * i 
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f v/2 jf i i 

S .. 


Easy! Click the green 
arrow on the top-left 
- of the screen when you 
click on the Favorites button and it 
pins all your favourites to the left ol 
the Internet Explorer 9 window. 


NITTY GRITTY 

Thank you for the SpeedUpMyPC 
program on the issue 58 disc. 

I lopefully, I won’t get messages 
about freeing up resources any 
more. I do have some questions 
and comments, though. 

If 1 get a later version, will I 
have to pay for it? Can I install 
SpeedUpMyPC with the same 
activation code on a second PC? 

On other subjects, 1 know your 
magazine is UK based but it is 
read all around the world. So it 
would be nice if you said in your 
streaming article what countries 
SeeSaw, for instance, is available 
in. Neither SeeSaw nor LoveFilm 
are available to people in Ireland. 
Blinkbox and Channel 4 OD are. 
Martin Fennell 




I’m afraid you will have 
to pay for a newer 
version . The offer on 


GOOD WORK! 

I wanted to say how much I 
truly appreciate your magazine 
and how beneficial it has been 
to our family. 

All the factors, such as 
the attractive layout, your 
generous attitude and friendly 
personality, plus the 
companionable, really easy-to- 
understand articles written by 
your fellow contributors are 
wonderful bonuses on top of 
the one inescapably most 
important fact for us - that 
your magazine is absolutely, 
really and truly good value 
for our money and does 
everything it says on the tin 


and so much more. To us it is 
just like giving away a fiver to 
instantly be given a £10 note 
in return that keeps on 
multiplying itself into more 
and more savings and rewards. 

Thank you so very much 
for all the good you have done 
and all the benefits you have 
given to our lives, and please 
keep up the good work. 

Roy Smith 

A I 

/ irt rt f \~_sf J { 
/^(A/(A'v\rU yxA'UJ}. . . 

'S *f 

Thank you very 
much for this email, 
Roy - it’s always 
great to know our hard work 
is appreciated! 



Our letter of the month wins the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica 2011 Ultimate 
Edition worth £40.84, and Enlightenus 2 
Collector's Edition worth £10.20. Both 
titles are available from software 
stockists, or from www.focusmm.co.uk. 



your free disc is just for that version 
alone; any other products from 
UniBlue have to be paid for. You 
can only register for one code per 
email address at a time, so the same 
code cannot be used for more than 
one computer. 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS? 

It’s very good to hear that your 
magazine is now available online. 
However, I would like to have 
both a hard copy and an online 
copy. Other magazines I have 
subscribed to allowed you to 
access the online magazine with 
your print copy subscription 
details without requiring extra 


payment. Will you be doing this 
in the future? 

Keith Gordon 


It’s great to hear you like 
the look of our new 
online issues. Though 
we’re not able to offer this dual 
service just yet, it’s something we’d 
like to do and are looking into the 
logistics of it at the moment. We’ll 
be sure to let you know as soon as 
we get things sorted. 

HEALTH MATTERS 

Have you thought about an 
article covering the websites that 
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Windows Mail 
Have your say... 




exist to provide health advice 
and diagnoses? Including 
keeping up with the latest 
medical developments for those 
with long-standing problems? 

The internet is the first 
resource I turn to when I need 
to find out more or even for a 
possible diagnosis while waiting 
to see a doctor. There are also 
many forums related to specific 
problems, with a lot of help and 
support plus good advice. 

Of course, the downside is that 
the hypochondriacs among us 
may decide they have a bad case 
of African Swamp Fever when 
they have only been as far as the 
Isle of Wight for their holidays! 
Martin Shaw 


Thanks for this 


fp 

suggestion Martin - its 
a really good idea. Look 
out for a feature on this topic 
within the next few months. 




GIVING NOT GETTING 

I am writing about an article that 
James Stables wrote in the March 
issue, entitled More Money 
Today! Mr Stables mistakenly 
described what Freecycle is 
about, talking about taking what 
a Freecycle member offers with 
the objective of reselling it. 

Fve been a Freecycle member 
for many years. I realise that Mr 
Stables’ intentions were good but 
I’d like to point out the negative 
results such an article creates. 

When an article appears that 
portrays Freecycle as a place to 
get, groups become overburdened 



FREE SPIRIT 

Freecycle aims to 
help people who 
genuinely need 
stuff rather than 
those who want 
to make a profit 


WE ALSO 
HEARD FROM 


(don't install two 
antivirus apps as they 
will clash; if you're 
happy with what you 
have, keep it), Edward 
Gumming (there's one 
space - we're looking 
into the issue with the 


radio stations), Peter 
Blackaby (try www. 
myfavouritemagaz 
ines.co.uk/WOMPlQ) 


due to people who join to take. 
That backlogs into problems 
within each group. Some people 
become upset and quote what 
they read about Freecycle being a 
place to get free things. These 
people multiply in numbers as 
well-meaning friends share what 
they read. Our Freecycle group 
asks that members tell the giver 
if they are planning to resell. 
Freecycle is a place to give. 
Getting is not and will never be 
the goal. The goal is to keep 
items from landfill. 

Helen Cunningham 


f Thanks for the feedback 

Helen. We’re sorry 
w we gave the wrong 
impression of what people should 
expect from Freecycle. We were 
only talking about improving 
things that need work, rather than 
exploiting peoples generosity. 9 



Three fantastic guides from 
the latest issue have just 
been put on the website, 
have a read of them at 
http://fb.me/QlwpEvaC 
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Hotmail is 15 years young 
today! What's been your 
favourite change over the 
years and what would you 
like to see in future? 



You can now work on one 
document at the same time 
as another person using 
co-authoring in the Word 
Web App of SkyDrive 

Posted on 8 July 
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ife is full of mysteries. Why 
do fools fall in love? What's 
the secret of happiness? Is 

I Sony's latest point and shoot 
camera worth the cash? Why won't 
my laptop recognise my wireless 
router? That kind of thing. And thanks 
to the internet, it's never been easier 
to solve those mysteries. Whether 
you're looking for a holiday hotel, 
information about dogs or the best 
ways to keep the kids amused during 
the long weeks when the schools are 


closed, all of human knowledge is 
now to be found online. 

Unfortunately, that means finding 
anything is like looking for the world's 
smallest needle in the world's biggest 
haystack. Search engines help, of 
course, but many of us are barely 
scratching the surface of what they're 
capable of - and few of us venture 
beyond a handful of big-name sites. 
As you'll discover, our top tips and 
useful addresses can slash the time 
you spend fixing life's little problems. 
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Smarter searching 

One of the quickest ways to improve 
your search results is to use 
categories. For example, on the Bing, 
com homepage, you'll see links for 
Images, Videos, Shopping, News, 
Maps, Search History and Visual 
Search. Move your mouse over the 
links and you'll see additional options, 
such as "watch music videos". Clicking 
on that link takes you to the relevant 
bit of Bing, where you can filter things 
further by clip length, video 
resolution, source and so on. 

Bing can answer many of your 
questions without leaving the site. 
Search for "Glasgow forecast" and 
you'll see the next five days' weather 
from multiple sources; search for 
"convert 100 pounds into dollars" and 
Bing displays a currency converter 
from MSN Money. 

Another interesting way to find 
things is to use Bing's Visual Search, 
which provides topics in the form of 
galleries - so, for example, if you click 
on Leeds Evenings you're taken to a 
list of restaurants. On the left of the 
screen you'll now see a collection of 
filters you can use to refine your 
search further; type of food, average 
price per person, the cost of wine and 
beer, facilities for people with 
disabilities... Using these options, you 
can perform a very detailed search 
without typing a single thing. 

You don't need to use Visual Search 
to take advantage of Bing's filters - 


they're everywhere. In Images, you 
can filter images not just by size, but 
by shape, colours and whether images 
are drawings or photographs, and you 
can even tell Bing to prioritise faces or 
head and shoulders shots. Web and 
news searches can be filtered by 
category, while shopping searches can 
be filtered by product categories and 
sub-categories - and you can also 
filter the results so you're taken 
straight to user reviews. 

Bing has another nifty trick up its 
sleeve. When you use its web search, 
you can view snippets of the page 
content by hovering your mouse over 


things; if you start typing "Sony 
Alpha", which is a specific kind of Sony 
camera, you'll see Bing displays the 
different Alpha model numbers, so 
clicking on Sony Alpha 700 takes you 
to a page of results about that specific 
model, with helpful Related Searches 
- Sony Alpha 700 Prices, Sony Alpha 
700 Lenses and so on - at the left- 
hand side of the screen. 

You can carry out very specific 
searches on Google, too. When you 
carry out a search, look for the More 
Search Tools link at the left of the 
screen. Click on it and you'll see a 
range of options: sites with images, 


u You don’t need to use Visual Search to 
take advantage of Bing’s detailed 
search filters - they’re everywhere” 


the arrow that appears to the right of 
each individual search result. This can 
help you avoid irrelevant or useless 
websites without having to visit them 
first. The same principle applies to 
video search, too; you can preview 
videos from the search results page, 
saving a great deal of time and effort. 

No matter what you're searching 
for, the more specific you can be with 
your wording, the more useful the 
search results are. Searching for "Sony 
Camera" brings back all kinds of 


related searches, translated foreign 
pages and a range of time periods. 
There's also an advanced search link 
just below the search bar at the top 
of the screen; click on that and you 
can construct very detailed queries 
such as "look for this and that, but 
don't show me any pages that include 
these words.” 

Another way to improve your 
Google results is to make use of 
operators, the punctuation marks that 
tell Google what to look for. Words 
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Make Bing sing 

Take full advantage of Bing's 


powerful search features 


Some of Bing's best features are hidden from those of us in the UK, 
because new features are rolled out to the US first. It's easy to 
ensure that you don't miss any cool features, though - on Bing.com 
click Preferences, then under Location look for Change your 
country/region. Click on that and change the setting to United 
States - English'. Once you've done that, try these... 

Define words: for the dictionary definition, preface with "define". 
Convert units: type "convert 1 X to Y" where X is the unit you want 
to convert from, and Y is the measurement you'd like to convert to. 

Check dates: type the name of a special occasion, such as a 

holiday, and Bing tells you when it is - so "Easter 2012" 

generates the result "Sunday, April 08, 2012". 

Get the forecast: type "Weather 

followed by a town or city to get 
the five-day forecast from three 
different sources. 

Refine the scope: on the search 
results page, click on Advanced to refine 
your results by applying multiple criteria, including words 
and phrases, domain names, countries, regions and languages. 
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Fix any problem! 


PICTURE PERFECT 
Most major search 
engines now offer an 
image-based search 



inside quotation marks tell Google to 
look for a specific phrase, a tilde (~) 
tells Google to look for synonyms, a 
minus sign says "I don't want results 
including this" and a plus sign says 
"make sure the results include this". 

Specialised search 

So far we've concentrated on Bing and 
Google, which of course are the two 
big search engines. But they're not the 
only search engines out there, and 
sometimes you'll find you get much 
better results by specialising a little 
and using a search engine that isn't 
trying to answer everything. 

One of the most interesting kinds of 
search is a real-time search, which 
enables you to search the discussions 
people are currently having on 
services such as Twitter. Both Google 
and Bing offer social search - Google 
under More ^ Realtime and Bing at 
www.bing.com/social - but if you 
want to search Twitter, why not go to 
http://twitter.com and put your search 
criteria into the search box there? It's 
by far the fastest way to search 
people's conversations, and you can 
use search operators such as "OR" to 
widen your search. For example, 
searching for "love OR hate" searches 
for messages containing either word, 
or both words. 


Social is something of a buzzword in 
search circles, and services such as 
Topsy (www.topsy.com) use what 
people are talking about to shape its 
search results - so when you search 
for something, the links you see are 
the ones people are currently sharing 
online. That makes Topsy a particularly 
good way of finding up-to-date 
content and breaking news. 

Another excellent way to find things 
quickly is to use an aggregator, a 
service that queries multiple search 
engines simultaneously. One of the 
best such services is Dog Pile (www. 
dogpile.com), which combines 
Google, Yahoo and Bing searches, 
weeds out the duplicates and brings 
back what it calls "the best from the 
big dogs without all the mess". It does 
an excellent job on web searches, 
although we've found its image 
searching to be fairly ropey. For that, 
we'd stick to Bing. 

One of the ugliest search sites we've 
ever seen is Mr Sapo (www.mrsapo. 
com), but its power more than makes 
up for its looks. Simply enter your 
search criteria and click on one of the 
23 search services to search it, or use 
the enormous selection of links to find 
other sites worth looking at. 

Some of the search options on Mr 
Sapo might be unfamiliar, such as 


Search smarter 

Three ways to solve 
problems faster 
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USE A SPECIALIST 
SEARCH ENGINE 

The main search engines are jacks of all 
trades, and we all know that specialists 
often do a better job. Looking for facts? 
Wolfram Alpha is great for financial and 
scientific data. Looking for product 
reviews? Reevoo searches two million 
independent user reviews. 

tXOQ mww M n ' 


LIMIT THE SCOPE 

If you're searching for images or videos, 
use filters to narrow your criteria - so 
for example, you could search only for 
really large images, or for longer video 
clips in widescreen format Wherever 
possible, search for something specific 
- a camera model number rather than 
just cameras, for example. 







SEARCH THE SOCIAL WEB 

Search engines like Bing and Google, as 
well as as sites such as Topsy.com and 
Twitter.com enable you to search the 
conversations people are currently 
having online. Such searches are a great 
way to see real people's opinions on 
products and the most recently 
published online articles. 


Septem ber 2011 Windows - The Official Magazine 29 




















Ask an Aardvark 

The easy way to get 
answers via email 
and Messenger 



H I ASK A QUESTION 

In addition to complete strangers, 
Aardvark looks for likely helpers among 
your own contacts, too. The first thing 
to do is visit www.vark.com, ask your 
question and then sign up. You can log 
in to the site with a Facebook account 
or a Google one. 




INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 


Next you're asked to provide a 
few additional details about yourself - 
your date of birth, your gender, your 
favoured topics - and then you see 
your question and its status. The next 
step is to invite some friends to join you 
on the service. 




Socta! media Bach pain 




Find yoiit nearest 
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DOCTOR WHO? Don't Google for medical information - use NHS Direct instead 


Scribd or Slideshare. These are 
specialist search sites, with the former 
specialising in documents and the 
latter in PowerPoint-style 
presentations. There are lots of 
similarly single-issue search sites 
online, including Google Scholar 
(http://google.com/scholar) for 
academic texts, Blinkx (www.blinkx. 
com) for video, Wikipedia (www. 


research tool. You can use it as an 
extraordinarily powerful calculator or 
converter - if it's mathematical or 
scientific, Wolfram Alpha can crunch 
the numbers or carry out unit 
conversions with ease - or you can 
use it as a fact finder. 

In fact-finding mode, Wolfram 
Alpha is astonishing. If you type in 
"UK Economy” it comes back with a 


“One of the most interesting engines 
isn’t really one at all - Wolfram Alpha 
is astonishingly powerful” 
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K GET AN ANSWER 



The fastest answers come when 
you've got lots of friends using 
Aardvark, but strangers help you out, 
too. We received this answer within a 
few hours. Aardvark notifies you by 
email or instant message as soon as a 
new answer is posted. You can ask 
questions by instant message as well. 


WorldMaqs 
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wikipedia.org) for encyclopedia 
articles, Expedia (www.expedia.co.uk) 
for travel and TripAdvisor (www. 
tripadvisor.com) for travel reviews, 

NHS Direct www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk) for 
lumps and bumps, and Ciao (www. 
ciao.co.uk) for products and prices. If 
you're looking for products, you 
should also search Reevoo (www. 
reevoo.com), whose database of more 
than two million product reviews can 
steer you away from poor purchases. 

One of the most interesting search 
engines isn't really a search engine 
at all. Wolfram Alpha (www. 
wolframalpha.com) describes itself as 
a "computational knowledge engine", 
and it's an astonishingly powerful 


September 2011 


list of key indicators, including GDP, 
economic growth, the unemployment 
rate and so on; enter "The Beatles" 
and you get details of each member's 
date and place of birth, and in the 
case of John Lennon and George 
Harrison, their places and dates of 
death, too. Enter a song and it tells 
you who wrote and recorded it, when 
it was released and who the producer 
was; search for a disease and you get 
infection rates and other key statistics; 
ask it to compare the weather in 
Glasgow and London and you get 
current results and all kinds of 
historical graphs. 

If you think of Wolfram Alpha as 
a silicon Stephen Fry, a robot who 
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How to be an 
online expert 

Impress the web 
with your expertise 

You don't need any special skills or qualifications 
to answer other people's questions online. Most 
sites take a 'the more the merrier' attitude, and 
encourage everyone to get involved. However, 
the same sites also tend to run reputation 
systems that value their best contributors, so it's 
sensible to stick to areas you know. 

Answers.com's reputation system is fairly 
typical. When questions are answered, other 
users can click on 'Recommend contributor' to 
highlight a particularly good answer; those 
votes are stored to give each user a trust rating. 

A high trust rating essentially says 'this person knows what 
they're talking about'. Beware, though: the same users who 
recommend contributors can also edit or even remove blatant 
self-promotion or irrelevant content, too. 

In most cases, any points you generate aren't worth anything, 
but the exception is on Mahalo Answers (www.mahalo.com). 
Users can earn Mahalo Dollars, which can be redeemed in the 
Store for beach towels and coffee mugs or donated to charity. 



POINTS MEAN PRIZES 
Mahalo enables you 
to earn Mahalo 
Dollars, which you 
can redeem in its store 


knows absolutely everything, you 
won't be far wrong. 

i 

i 

The human touch 

j 

Wolfram Alpha shows just how good 
search sites can be when it comes to 

c 

ferreting out facts. However, when it 
comes to fuzzier, more human ■ 

I 

questions - requests for advice, or 
'why?' rather than 'what?' questions i 
-they tend to fall flat. That's because 
the answer to many questions is 
entirely subjective - there's no right i 
answer to questions such as "Is Ed 
Byrne's tour worth catching?", "Is 
organic food worth the money?", "Is 
Tangled too scary for three-year- i 


B 

olds?" or "Where's the best place to 
get Thai food in Manchester?" When 
you search for that kind of ; 

information, search engines raise their 
hands, admit defeat and point you j 

towards the answer sites. 

■ 

As the name suggests, answer sites 
are places where you go for answers, i 
What makes them particularly j 

interesting is that those answers aren't 
provided by computers. They're 
provided by people. i 

Most answer sites happily cater for 
all comers, with sites such as Answers. ! 
com (www.answers.com), Yahoo • 

Answers (http://answers.yahoo.com) 
and Blurtlt (www.blurtit.com) happy to 
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Images 

Videos 

Shopping 

News 

Maps 

Travel 

Entertainment 
Searth History 



BE PRECISE Bing helps refine as you type - as shown with this camera search 


accept questions on anything at all. 
While each site does things slightly 
differently - some sites require you to 
register, for instance - they all tend to 
work in roughly the same way: users 
post questions on the site, and other 
users answer them. It's usually a three 
step process: you search the site to 
see if your question has already been 
answered; if it hasn't, you post your 
question; and you wait for responses, 
marking the question as closed when 
you get an answer you're happy with. 
In most cases, if you've registered 
with the site, you receive an email 
whenever your question receives 
a new answer. 

One of the most famous - and 
infamous - answer sites is Yahoo 
Answers, which has been widely 
mocked since 2006 when one user 
asked "How is babby formed? How 
girl get pragnent?" The mockery is a 
little unfair, though - the site is 
enormous, with some 200 million 
users asking and answering questions 
on everything from investing to IVF. 

Yahoo Answers uses a points system 
to encourage people to collaborate. 
You get 100 points for signing up, a 
point when you log in for the first 
time that day, two points when you 
answer a question, and 10 points if 
your answer is selected as the best 
one. You can also collect points by 
voting on an answer, a one-click 
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Get more from Google 

Refine your searches and 
boss Google about 

Every Google search offers an Advanced Search screen, 
but power users know that you can carry out quite 
advanced searches using the standard search box. The 
trick is to use extra text, so for example, by putting 
something inside quotation marks "like this", you're 
telling Google to look for that precise phrase; by putting 
a minus sign in front of it like -this, you're telling Google 
to exclude searches that include that particular word; by 
putting a plus sign in front of it like +this, you're telling 
Google that that word is an important part of your 
query. Using these operators is a good way to reduce 
search result spam by filtering out irrelevant content. 

If you'd like Google to search not just for your 
phrase but for its synonyms, use —this. For example, 
a search for ~fast food also looks for junk food. 

Most other punctuation is ignored, and Google isn't 
bothered about case: to Google, "Official Windows 
Magazine" and "official windows magazine" are 
the same. You'll find plenty of additional tools at 
www.google.com/intl/en-GB/help/features.html. 



process whereby you approve a 
particular answer as being particularly 
helpful. The points you accumulate 
don't have any real-world value, but 
they do enable you to do more on the 
site - asking your own questions costs 
five points a time - and the more 
points you have, the more impressive 
you look to other users. 

The sheer size of Yahoo Answers is a 
blessing and a curse; on the one hand 
you've got a huge potential audience, 
but on the other your question is one 
of many thousands and could easily 
be ignored or attract useless replies. 


To boost your chances of getting a 
speedy, sensible answer, it's worth 
i trying a specialist answer site. There 
i are plenty to choose from. Stack 
I Overflow (www.stackoverflow.com) is 
: where you'll find computer 
; programmers; Doctype (www. 

• doctype.com) is for web designers; 

I Recording Questions (www. 

; recordingquestions.com) is for 
; musicians; and Quora (www.quora. 

| com) is where you'll find the great and 
the good of the technology industry. 

In addition to limiting your audience 
by subject, you can limit it to 


like-minded souls. Metafilter (www. 
metafilter.com) is where some of the 
internet's smartest people like to 
discuss interesting links, and its Ask 
Metafilter (http://ask.metafilter.com) 
enables its users to ask each other 
interesting questions. Closer to home, 
you could ask your Facebook friends; 
if you log in and look for the 
Questions link on your profile (you 
may need to click More in the sidebar 
to show it), you can easily ask your 
friends' advice and opinions without 
having to spam everyone with an 
individual message. 

Answer sites are handy, but what if 
you really need an answer in a hurry? 
If time is precious, perhaps you should 
ask an Aardvark. Not a real one, of 
course - we mean the Aardvark 
service at http://vark.com. The service 
uses your existing social networks to 
find the right person or people for 
your question, and the service claims 
that most questions are answered in 
5 to 10 minutes. It's impressive stuff - 
so impressive that Google snapped up 
the service earlier this year. 

Where it's at 

One of the most useful kinds of search 
is a location-based search, such as 
when you're trying to find somewhere 
to eat at the weekend or looking for a 
particular kind of shop. At its simplest, 
a location-based search can be 
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SOCIAL CLUB 

Bing's social search enables 
you to see what people are 
currently talking about - it's a 
great way to find interesting 
news stories and hot topics 
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Fix any problem! 


Answer me! The online oracles that can answer any question 


Answers. 
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ANSWERS.COM 

The world's most popular Q&A site 
combines information from reference 
books with an army of users, giving it an 
authority some sites lack. We get the 
impression that many volunteers spend 
every waking hour answering questions. 
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YAHOO ANSWERS 

The butt of many an online joke, Yahoo 
Answers' enormous size means it attracts 
the odd daft question - but they're very 
much in the minority. It's still one of the 
best places to get answers to almost any 
kind of question. 


Quota 


Aad '>■»! 



•M «4p *i 

m 




• VMM 


» I « 


Who vntj 5 on (he track the bnh rrpnse on EXwWs atoum 
Buikt a rockrt bey*! ? 


tp a 




ftp 


QUORA.COM 

The much-hyped Quora attracts lots of 
technology industry insiders, but it's not 
all about tech; we've answered questions 
about Elbow album tracks and watched 
users discuss the best ways to convert 
digital video clips. 


“Location-based search results get 
even more interesting when you 
use maps as your starting point.” 


a straightforward search for thing plus 
place, such as "emergency plumber 
Salford". If you type that into Bing, 
you'll see a map with the most likely 
result at the top, and if you click on 
the Local tab, you get a map showing 
several options along with their 
contact information and links to 
driving directions. 

Things get even more interesting 
when you use maps as your starting 
point. If you visit Bing Maps (www. 
bing.com/maps) and zoom in on a 


town or city, you'll see a list of links 
under the heading 'nearby': hotels, 
parking facilities, restaurants and 
education. These options show 
suitable results on the map, so for 
example, if you choose restaurants, 
you'll see pins on the map showing 
each restaurant's location. There's also 
a search link that you can use to look 
for something specific, and again the 
results appear on the map - and you 
can switch between traditional maps, 
Ordnance Survey maps and a 


Adam's verdict 


photographic Bird's Eye View, so you 
can see exactly where the place you're 
checking out happens to be. 

The one thing our various search 
tips all have in common is that they 
help you find what you're looking for 
- but what if you don't know exactly 
what it is you're looking for? It turns 
out that search engines can help 
with that, too. At the bottom of the 
main Bing homepage, the Popular 
Now section shows you what others 
are currently searching for, and if 
you start typing something in the 
Bing search box, you'll see Bing's 
suggestions based on other people's 
searches. Search engines aren't 
psychic, but they're 
quickly getting 
awfully close. 


The internet is so packed with information 
it makes the fabled Library of Alexandria 
look like a few notes scribbled on the back 
of an envelope. That makes solving and 
fixing life’s problems easier than ever before 
- or at least, it does when you can find what 
you’re looking for. The more information 
that becomes available, the more we need 
the right tools to make sense of it. 

That’s why this feature has concentrated 
on arming you with the tools to sift the info 
you need from the mass of other stuff out 
there. For the simplest problems, using your 
favourite search engine to find the solution 
can now be as easy as pie, thanks to the 
techniques we’ve given you. 


For trickier problems, such as how to fix 
an issue with your computer, change that 
leaky tap, or get local information on the 
liest places to eat when you’re on holiday, it 
pays to head to the specialist search engines 
and social answer networks. Where you can 
find a specialist site on your topic, use that 
first. For everything else, sites such as 
Answers.com and Aardvark (www.vark. 
com) often provide 
fast, incredibly 
detailed solutions 
from volunteers 
who just enjoy 
helping people. 

Not bad, eh? 



Adam Ifans 

Editor-in-chief $ 
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* WINDOWS TIPS * INTERNET ADVICE * YOUR DISC SOFTWARE 


Welcome 

It's now the 
middle of 

I ” summer, so 
V* hopefully you're 

enjoying some 
warm weather and sunny 
days. If so, you may find this 
month's tutorial on how to 
find the best beaches in 
Britain handy. Knowing the 
British weather, however, you 
may have fled abroad, in 
which case, our guide to 
brushing up on your 
language skills may be more 
appropriate. Or if you decide 
to shelter from the weather 
altogether, and spend some 
quality time on the computer, 
check out our tips on using 
the new Facebook features or 
creating a home inventory. 

Adam Ifans Editor-in-chief 

adam.ifans@futurenet.com 


IT 36 Keep track of 
all your stuff 

IT 40 Organise your desktop 
with a click 


r 44 Create a USB stick 
Windows installation 


On your 
free disc 


R 46 Master Facebook's 
messaging system 


■* 4f Organise your 
life on your PC 




On your 
free disc 


r; 60 Defragment 

your registry 

IT 62 Open and read 
PDFs in a flash 


On your 
free disc 


On your 
free disc 


r 66 Use your PC to find the 
best beaches in Britain 


pi 68 Improve your foreign 
language skills 

r* 72 Get instant access to 
favourite pastimes online 


P 56 Master the Windows 7 
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Calculator 

Y cnMr guide, 

R xcMm&L P s&yi... 

"We are incredibly lucky 
to be surrounded by so 
much stunning and 
varied coastline. But 
where to go? We show 
you how to find your 
perfect seaside spot." 



Our promise to you... 

The Explore section is your key to getting more from Windows, 
the software on your PC and all your favourite internet sites 


More tutorials than any other magazine 

Every issue, we guarantee to give you 
more pages of great tutorials than any 
other computer magazine. Each article 
features step-by-step instructions to make 
learning new skills fast and enjoyable. 
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Customise Windows to work your way 

We all know how to do the basics but 
getting the most from Windows isn't 
always easy. Our official relationship with 
Microsoft gives you the very best tips and 
tricks for all versions of Windows. 



Get more from your favourite websites 

We all have our list of favourite sites 
but often we miss out on great features 
because they're difficult to use or hidden from 
sight. Well show you how to do more online, 
for a more satisfying web life. 
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Use our full software to try new things 

Our exclusive industry access enables us 
to pack your free disc with full commercial 
software. From speed-up and security software 
to superb photo apps, there's always 
something new to try on your PC. 
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Your free disc... 


This issue's free disc is packed 
with full software, essential 
toolkits, apps and resources 
to help you get the most 
from your computer. 

Look out for the badge 
(below) pointing to key files 
for the article you're reading. 


A 



Install the free Windows 

Live Essentials suite from 
the Resources section. 
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"Spreadsheets are ideal for keeping 


items catalogued in one place. Use 


my tips to keep your house in order." 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 



You've probably got 
plenty of paper lists 
around the house for 



in parts 


TIME TAKEN 


► 




SUITABLE FOR 


► *7 Windows 7 

► & Windows Vista 

► fi* Windows XP 


cataloguing your 
possessions, from a list of CDs to 
itemised bills of major purchases 
and when you bought them. You 

can ditch all that unnecessary clutter, 
however, in favour of a simple Office 
Excel spreadsheet to help you keep 
track of it all. The inventory 
spreadsheet used in this tutorial 
includes some of the common 


locations and items that you might 
want to consider when creating your 
own inventory list, and it doubles up 
as a useful document for insurance 


purposes, too. To make cataloguing 
really complete, you can even add 
photographs of your home contents 
into an Excel spreadsheet with the 
minimum of hassle. 
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i Kitchen/Laundry Room 


2 Quantity 


Item 
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table 
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chairs 
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cabinets 
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lights_ 

curtains 



Structure your inventory 


A good Excel inventory needs to have rows and columns 
and a bit of colour for easy identification. Start by adding a title 
for one section of your inventory in Al. This runs across other 
columns but you want it to remain as a static banner, so highlight 
cells Al to D1 and choose Merge & Center from the toolbar. 
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FORMULA BAR This is where you 
enter or edit a formula for a cell. It's 


easier to use this for a cell formula 
rather than the cell because there's 


more space. It can also be used for 
descriptions and data values. 
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Here cells A99 to D99 have 


been merged using the Merge & 
Center tool from the Alignment 
area on the Ribbon. This allows the 


text to flow unaltered from A99 to 


D99 without being cropped off. 
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RIBBON TOOLS Excel 2010 (and 
2007) features the Office Ribbon 
for quick access to editing tools. 
Here the Alignment section of 
the Home tab is used to merge 
and centre cells for the title. 
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Justify headers 


By default, this Merge & Center action centrally justifies 
your header text (in this example Kitchen/Laundry Room), but 
you can left or right align it even though it's been merged just by 
choosing an alignment option from the menu to the left of 
Merge & Center. Now add column headers in cells B1 to E2. 
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Excel inventory 


FIND THE SOLUTION! Easy email 

If you need to send your inventory to an insurance company 1 
choose Save As -4 PDF to make a file that's ideal for emailing. 
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FORMAT CELLS To access the 
Format Cells option, right-click on 
the cell you want to change (or 
highlight a group of them, then 
right-click) and select Format Cells. 
From the pop-up window, you can 
change styles for data within the 
cells or the borders of the cells. 


ST 


£400 

£39 

£250 


DATA Cells here are populated 
with different values; some are 
descriptions, some are numbers 
to be added up. Cells can be 
individually styled in terms of how 
the text is positioned within the cell 
or how it's sized or coloured. 
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The basic area of a 
spreadsheet that 
enables you to enter 
a data value or a 
formula to calculate 
data sets in columns. 


► Cell formatting 

Like other Microsoft 
Office tools, such as 
Word, Excel enables 
you to alter the 
formatting styles for 
individual cells, to 
create good-looking 
spreadsheets. 
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► Rows and columns 

Cells sit between rows 
and columns, rows 
being the horizontal 
axis and columns the 
vertical axis. Both are 
resizable by clicking 
their edges and 
dragging them out. 


FORMULAS Spreadsheets come 
into their own when formulas are 
used. In a simple spreadsheet, 
formulas are used to add up values 
in columns using =SUM, then the 
references of the cells to include. 
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Make all the categories 


Populate these column headers with descriptions of your 
inventory items as well as serial numbers, dates purchased and 
cost Highlight another area of the spreadsheet below the section 
you're working on and create a new one (use Font -4 Borders 
All Borders to draw a thin black line around all selected cells). 



Add content 


Now all you need to do is fill in the columns and rows with 
information. You can leave Quantity blank if there's just one, but 
fill in the others as best you can. Serial numbers are often found 
at the back of electronics or the underside of furniture. In the 
Cost column make the font different by changing size and colour. 
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Add or remove rows 


If at any point you need to add more items or move certain 
items on to a different section of your spreadsheet just right-click 
on the rows panel to the left of your workbook and select Insert 
to quickly add a row below the selected one, or Delete to remove 
a row that you don't need any more. 
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Add up costs 


You can use a simple formula to total up the amount your 
possessions are worth in each category. After the last entry in 
the Costs columns (in this example column E), type the following 
formula of the first to last value into the cell, =SUM(E101:E110). 
Hit Return and the total is revealed in that cell. 
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Add item photos 


For easy identification, and for insurance purposes in the 
event of a claim, you can add photos to your inventory. Your 
phone's camera is fine. Choose Picture from the Insert tab, locate 
your image and click Insert. The picture comes in full size, so 
grab the corners and reduce it. Use the green dot to rotate. 
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Text alignment 


Now your inventory is taking shape but to add the final 
sparkle, try making it a bit easier on the eye. The Alignment 
section (on Home tab) enables you to choose the direction text 
appears in your selected cell. You can also set how text is spaced 
in the cell and whether it wraps or shrinks to cell size. 
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Cell borders 


Highlight a group of cells, right-click and choose Format 
Cells, then open the Borders tab to refine what the cells look like. 
You can alter colour and border line style from the options here, 
including the border's weight, colour and whether it's dotted or 
solid. Other cell formatting can be done in Format Cells, too. 
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Print and store 


Now you've completed your home inventory in Excel, you 
should store a paper copy and a digital copy in a secure location 
outside of your home or in a fireproof safe, just in case of an 
emergency. A safety deposit box or even a locked drawer in an 
office would work for an off-site location for this data. 
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"Putting files from your desktop where you want 
can be time consuming, but Droplt enables you to 
organise things simply by dragging and dropping." 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


► Tricky in parts 


TIME TAKEN 


► 


SUITABLE FOR 


► ft Windows 7 

► ft Windows Vista 

► ft Windows XP 


Ever stared in disbelief at 
the number of files that 
you've accumulated on 
your desktop? It's easy 
to do when you use your PC all the 
time. A desktop is a great temporary 
holding place because it's so easily 
accessible, but you should keep it 
organised. To tidy files from your 
desktop, you can either work out 
where each one is supposed to go and 
manually move it into the right folder, 
or you can use Droplt, which puts 
these files automatically into the right 
place. Once Droplt is installed and 
configured, you simply drag and drop 
groups of files on to the Droplt icon, 
and it sifts them into the correct 
folder. You can also run Droplt 
from a USB stick, so if you're using 
a public computer, you can use it 
to categorise files on to that stick. 





a Install Droplt 

I Download Droplt from http://dropit.sourceforge.net by 
clicking on the Droplt Installer 2.6 link, and selecting Save As 
from the download bar. Now browse to the folder you saved it 
to and double-click it. Follow the instructions by clicking Next 
at each screen, and once finished it will automatically open. 
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Access the program 


Droplt automatically hovers above any open windows, so 
you always know where it is when you want to access it You can 
move it around to any part of the screen simply by left-clicking it 
and dragging it around. To access the options, right-click it with 
your mouse and a menu appears. 


























































































































FIND THE SOLUTION! Fifing Droplt 

If you want to put the Droplt icon where you'll always find it 
place it on your taskbar. You can even resize it to fit perfectly 
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H Change the icon 

The standard icon used by Droplt is blue, which isn't the 
best colour if you're using the standard Windows 7 background 
and Aero theme, because it doesn't stand out You can change 
the icon by opening the menu (right-click) and selecting Profiles 
-► Customize. When a small window pops up, click on New. 



Personalise it 


Type a name for your new icon in the Name box and click 
the Droplt icon next to it A new window opens, showing you a 
ist of icons that you can replace the current one with. Select the 
icon you like and click Open. Now, right-click the Droplt on¬ 
screen icon, select Profiles and choose the new icon from the list. 




Make it do something 

This new icon is completely inactive to start with - until you 
adjust the settings, nothing happens when you drag and drop 
a file to it. To make the icon do something specific, right-click it 
and select Patterns from the menu that opens. When a new 
window appears, click New. 
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Name it 

Give the pattern a name - something that relates to what 
you're going to use it for. We want it to send any images on the 
desktop to the Pictures folder. We want to make sure that only 
JPEGs are moved, so we don't accidentally move a non-image file 
and wonder where it is later. Type * jpg into the Pattern Rule box. 
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Action! 


The default action when you drag and drop your image files 
is to move them wherever you choose, so we won't change this 
from the Action menu. What we do want to change is where they 
are moved to. So, click on the Search box next to Destination 

Folder and select the folder you want them placed in. 

net 
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Easy images 


You can now easily move JPEG files from your desktop (or 
anywhere on your PC), to your Pictures folder simply by dragging 
and dropping them to the Droplt icon. Try experimenting with 
Droplt - you can make it do many different things and you can 
create individual Droplt icons for each action. v7 
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Summer is the ideal time for getting out and 
about with your laptop, but being outdoors 
isn't always easy on your portable computer. 

However, with our subscription gift this issue, 
that's a thing of the past. This OverBoard 
20-litre backpack is perfect for when you are 
on the go, protecting all yourgearfrom water, 
sand, dirt and dust. Its simple Fold Seal System 
guarantees that any laptop up to 17-inch in size 
is completely protected. On top of all this, with a 


subscription you save money every issue, paying 
just £3.74 an issue-that's £1.25 off the cover price! 
But be quick - this offer ends 10 September 2011. 



Adam Ifans, editor-in-chief 

adam.ifans@futurenet.com 
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SJT MISS OUT! 

Keep your laptop protected 
with our fantastic subs gift 

Get the boss to pay with our 
corporate subs scheme. 

Visit www.myfavourite 



corporate-subscriptions 
Live overseas? See page 83 


EAT REASONS 
SUBSCRIBE! 

Gift worth £35.99! 

Get hands-on advice, with 
clear, informative articles 
delivered right to your door! 


Discount on Windows 
Magazine merchandise 

Get you r copy u p to a week 
before it hits the shops! 
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EASY WAYS TO GET YOUR MAGAZINE 

Call 0844 848 2852 quoting the code WOMP1U 

or order online at www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/wvm/WOMPlU 
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You can find RT7Lite in the 
Resources section of this 
month's cover disc 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


► Tricky in parts 


TIME TAKEN 



SUITABLE FOR 


► ‘7 Windows 7 

* ^ YA r V ; 

windows v 

r « % A t* i v / 


Reinstalling Windows isn't 
always a walk in the park. 
It can take a lot of time and 
this is the main reason why 
many of us put it off for as long as 
possible. It could quite easily take all 
day to install updates and drivers, let 
alone all your favourite applications. 
However, with the help of a program 
called RT7Lite - which we've put on 
this month's cover disc - you can 
create a faster custom installation of 
Windows that suits you. This enables 
you to reinstall Windows, its updates 
and your programs, all in one quick 
and easy step. What you need is 
around 10GB free hard drive space on 
your computer, and a USB stick with a 
minimum of 4GB free. On top of that, 
you need a Windows 7 installation 
DVD and a valid product key. 
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Prepare the files 

Before you create your own Windows installation, you need 
to copy the files from your Windows 7 DVD to your computer. 
Alternatively, you could create an ISO image if you wish, but this 
is optional. Following this you have to download Windows 7 
Service Pack 1 from http://tinyurl.com/3c2yoqq. 
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Browse for your files 

Now install RT7Lite from your free disc - make sure you 
install the correct version. It should be the version of Windows 
you are running. Then click Browse to select the Windows set-up 
files. If you created an ISO, select that option, otherwise select the 
folder where you copied the files from the DVD. 






















































































FIND THE SOLUTION! Wiped dean 

Make sure your USB drive doesn't have any data on it. RT7Lite 
will advise you that it may need to reformat your drive to : -ITF 



Explore 

Custom Windows installation 


w 
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Select a version 

Now choose the version of Windows 7 you 
wish to use. It must the same version that you hold 
a valid licence for. Once you have selected, be 
prepared to wait for a while before proceeding with 
the next step. RT7Lite is loading all the files and this 
can take a good 10 to 15 minutes. 


a Choose tasks 

All the options that were originally greyed out 
are now live. The Task selection is essentially the list 
of tasks you want RT7Lite to perform and they are 
broken down into six different categories. Tick the 
Select All option and you will be able to perform all 
the tasks available. 






An archiving format 
that is a direct replica 
of a CD or a DVD, 
hence the term 
image. Often used 
for burning another 
copy of the disc. 


► NTFS 

New Technology File 
System, the current 
standard file system 
for Windows. More 
reliable and offers 
better performance, 
than the older 
FAT system. 




Integration 

You can add programs, updates and drivers 
to your Windows 7 installation, saving even more 
time. Under Integration you can choose the files 
you wish to add. Click Add to locate the file, such as 
Windows 7 Service Pack 1. Drivers need to be in the 
.inf format and they can be converted using 7-Zip. 



lT7Ue 



PetTndnertfy remove 



Irtegratior 

V 

Features Removal 



Urv Attended 


a 


CuBtomiratior 



rc lion 

.-era Cutors 




MU 


Character Map 
ClCJear Type Tuner 

Default Computer Program A ccem 
i Oagnostics Troubleshooting Wizard 
l-Q Disk Clean Up 
{*B ~ f I Games 

Infrared File Transfer /Application 
C Mobility Center 
QNrtepad 

On-Screen Magnrfier 
rant 

People I Jear !4e 
Projector Connectivity 
Speech Support 



if-' 


LO 


ncbon Center lets you decide which Windows 7 alerts yoi 
Performance monitor 

” 1 V W* will B m f ***** ■ 


6 


Features 
and Tweaks 


If you want to slim down 
your Windows installation, 
you can do this under the 
Features Removal tab. 
Some features are 
highlighted in red and it is 
advisable not to remove 
these because they are 
used by other components 
The fun part of this 
program is the Tweaks 
option, where you can 
choose from a whole host 
of desktop modifications 
that will be applied to 
your installation, including 
adding new themes and 
new skins for Media Player. 
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Leave it to get on with it 


This is the section that will save you the most time. By filling 
in all the options provided, you are able to leave installation 
running unattended. Here is where you need your valid Windows 
product key and you can choose other options that nag you 
during a standard Windows set-up. 
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Create your installation 


Once you have decided on all of your customisations, you 
can create your USB bootable installation. Under Mode, select 
USB Bootable, then in the USB Bootable option, select the device 
you wish to use, and click USB. Once this has completed, you are 
ready to reinstall Windows at your leisure, ft 
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Ycru/r gu^uLe, H&wtj 

"Facebook is fast becoming my most-visited website, 
not just so I can see what friends are doing, but so 
can send them messages as though they were emails." 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


► Anyone can do it 


TIME TAKEN 


► 


SUITABLE FOR 


► Windows 7 

► & Windows Vista 

► ft 1 Windows XP 






Anyone who saw the 
movie The Social Network 


><i 


i 


will understand just how 
astronomically successful 
Facebook has become in a relatively 
short space of time. Not without 
good reason, either: it's superseded 
many similar sites for the simple 
reason that it enables people to create 
and manage their online identity in a 
straightforward way. Facebook is keen 
to stay on the cutting edge, so new 
features are being added all the time. 
One of the most recent is a complete 
overhaul of its messaging system. 
Every communication you have via 
Facebook is now saved in one handy 
place, so you no longer need to 
worry about when your friend said 
they'd meet you at the cinema. It's 
nice and easy to set up and get to 
grips with, too. 
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Log in 


Point your browser at www.facebook.com. If you don't 
already have an account, you can sign up for one here by 
entering your details and clicking Sign Up. If you do have an 
account, enter your email address and password in the top 
right-hand corner and click Log In. 
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The new homepage 


If you haven't logged into Facebook for a while, the most 
immediate change is to the news feed. Top news is displayed by 
default, and this is the status updates that Facebook thinks are 
most relevant to you. Click Most recent to see everything that's 
happened since you last logged in. 




















































FIND THE SOLUTION! Reply with ease 

You can respond to Face book messages from your primary 
email address's inbox - click Reply as you would to any email. 
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Share 


>m Reloaded 


✓ 

Everyone 

Friends of Friends 

Friends Only 
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Customize 






Status updates 

Updating your status with a short message is a great way to 
let Facebook contacts know what you're doing, but sometimes 
you don't want everyone to be able to see it. Click the padlock 
icon to the lower right to control who can see your update, and 
choose Customize to select specific people. 



Get the message 


All your chats, Facebook messages and even texts can be 
accessed via Facebook's new messaging system. Click Messages 
to see conversations between yourself and your friends, and click 
Other to view invitations and reminders. Use the circle to the left 
to mark conversations as read, and the X to delete them. 
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More on messages 

All messages are now organised by date in a list-like system, 
even if they involve multiple people. To open, click on the 
message, and use the box at the bottom of the page to respond. 
By default, pressing Return on your keyboard sends the message 
- you can turn this off by clicking the box next to the return icon. 



Facebook email address 


Most Facebook users are now eligible for an @facebook. 
com email address, which works just like a normal email address. 
There should be an option when you go into your messages, 
but if there isn't, click Account to the top right, then Account 
settings, Email and Change to claim your own. 
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Privacy settings 


n your Account settings, you'll also find those all-important 
Privacy settings. Click Manage to the right of Privacy and you can 
set up who can see your wall and photos. Friends only is the 
recommended setting if you don't want the world and his wife 
to know what you had for breakfast. 
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The good Facebook 

You now understand how to use Facebook to look at 


messages, reply to them, alter your privacy settings and claim a 
Facebook email address. Although the messaging system is still 
in its early stages, it could go on to rival Hotmail and Gmail for 
web-based email, ft 
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Y cnAsr QiMjLts 


says- 


"Is your life in need of a personal 


assistant? Mine is, so now I'm using 


LifeSort to help with my workflow." 


At a glance... 




SKILL LEVEL 




► Anyone can do it 


TIME TAKEN 


► 


SUITABLE FOR 




► ft Windows 7 

► ft Windows Vista 

► ft Windows XP 


It's not easy to keep track 
of all the important files 
% on your computer. If, like 

me, your filing system is 
in disarray, you need a helping hand. 
LifeSort, on this month's disc, brings 
together a variety of tools that can 
help you organise your life more 
effectively. With an easy-to-use 
navigation system, you can sort files 
and folders into useful predefined 
categories. In this tutorial I will show 
you how to organise your favourite 
files, folders and websites, then 
share them online with friends and 


colleagues. LifeSort also features 2GB 
of free online storaae 


)nnne storage, so you can 

back up all your most important 
files. On top of that, LifeSort can 
be accessed anywhere in the world 
through an internet browser, so you 
can stay organised wherever you go. 
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Within the Share 


Zone, you can see all the files you 
have shared with others, and files 


that have been sent to you. 
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Info and News 


Summary 
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Any 


warnings and information from 
LifeSort are displayed here, keeping 
you in the loop if any updates are 
available. Under Recent events, 


you can see everything you have 
done online with LifeSort. 
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Set up 

To begin using LifeSort, you need to create a new account 
Install the program from your free disc, open it up and roll over 
the Personal icon at the top of the bar, then the User & System 
settings icon. Under the Profile tab you can create a new account 

by clicking on New user? and following the instructions provided. 

et 
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Sort 


Once you're logged in, you can get straight into organising 
files. Simply drag and drop your chosen file into the folder of 
your choice. This also goes for whole folders. To save your 
favourite web links, just drag the URL from the dress bar in 
your web browser to a folder of your choice. 


































































FIND THE SOLUTION! Keep it dean 

Hide your entire desktop for an uncluttered LifeSort experience. 
Anything on the desktop can be accessed through LifeSort itself 



Explore 

Get oraanised 



SYNC ZONE This shows how much 
space is left online and the status 
of your hard drive. You can also see 
a chronological list of files synced 
online, as well as a list of deleted 
files, which can be restored 



TACTS Your contacts list holds 
a list of all your friends' email 
addresses. From here you can also 
add new people or delete them. 



► Address bar 

The field where you 
type a web address 
into your browser. 


► Online storage 

A service where you 
can back up and store 
your files remotely. 
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► Servers 

The physical location 
of your files that are 
backed up using 
online storage. 



YouII find LifeSort in the 
Resources section of your 
free cover disc 




■r i / A y 

rver 


Back up files 

With this free version of LifeSort, you are given 2GB of free 
space to back up your files online, courtesy of Amazon's s 
To back up your files online, simply highlight the desired file and 
click the Sync button at the bottom. Once a file is synced, it 

appears with the green sync icon next to it. 

.net 



Sync categories 

You can make whole categories sync online by right-clicking 
on the category and selecting Sync/Unsync. The category icon 
changes from orange and green (denoting a file within is synced) 
to all green, meaning that the whole folder is synced online. 
Dragging files into these folders automatically syncs them online. 
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Online access 


To access your files online from any computer; go to 
www.lifesort.com and click on Web Version Access. Once it has 
loaded - which may take a couple of minutes depending on your 
internet connection speed - you can log in as you did before in 
the desktop version. 



Carbon copy 


The online experience is the same as using the desktop 
version. The icons appear at the side of your screen and you can 
use LifeSort exactly as you would at home. The only difference is 
that you only see the files you've synced. At the bottom of each 
window you have the option to download or upload more files. 




H I Share files 

To share a file using LifeSort, you first need to sync it online. 
Once the file is synced, you can share it with friends and family. 
Click on the Share button and select your contact from the list. 

To add a contact, just click the blue and white cross icon at the 
bottom of the window. 



Read and write 

Files that are sent to contacts can be sent with different 
permissions. Selecting the Read only option means your recipient 
can only view the file; to allow your contact to make changes to 
the file, you need to select Read & Write. This applies when 
sharing folders as well. 
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Facebook 


Files can also be easily shared on Facebook. The Facebook 
icon is located at the bottom of the window under Sharing 
options. You then need to install the LifeSort app on your 
Facebook account. Once this has been done, you can search for 
other friends with the app or invite friends to install it themselves. 
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Management 


LifeSort organises your desktop icons as well as your files 
and folders. If, like me, you prefer to have a blank desktop but 
could do with the desktop shortcuts, then this is for you. Under 
the Desktop category, items on your desktop appear in four 
different options: Files, Websites, Programs and All files. 
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Integrate 


Under the Desktop category, files don't have the same 
sync and share options. If you want to take advantage of these 
options, you need to copy the file into another category folder. 
These files are not duplicated, so you don't have to worry about 
hard drive space. 
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Quickflip 


LifeSort also features a website bookmarking tool called 
Quickflip. If you drag a favourite URL into the Quickflip category 
under Favourites & Quickflip you can preview snapshots of your 
favourite websites. Double-clicking the preview opens the full 
page and you can scroll through all the saved web pages. 
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Preview options 


The Quickflip tab is under User & System settings within 
the Personal category. Here you can choose how fast your web 
page preview refreshes. Using the slider, you can select from 
every minute to two-hourly intervals. With your preview pages 
open in Quickflip, double-click the page to open in your browser. 




Keep it safe 
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For your security, you can lock folders or even categories 
from other users. Simply drag the Lock icon from the bottom of 
the menu on to any folder to lock it. To access the file, you then 
have to type in your LifeSort password. This protects your files 
from prying eyes. 
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Customise LifeSort 

Now that you have integrated your workflow into LifeSort, 
you may find that there are a few categories that you won't use. 
That's not a problem; you can customise the overall layout of the 
program to suit you. Under the User & System settings option, 
you will find the Organize tab to help you make those changes. 
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Sorted 


Further to organising the categories you wish to use, you 
can also change more appearance functions under the Look & 
Feel tab. In this section you can change the location of the menu 
as well as icon size. So there you have it - with LifeSort, your life 
should now be all sorted! B 
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Ycnjyr q\mjLz, Nick. Vttr $ 5^y$... 

"Tap into the power and versatility 
of the Windows 7 calculator for all 
your mathematical manoeuvres." 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


► Anyone can do it 


TIME TAKEN 


10 


SUITABLE FOR 


► **!' Windows 7 
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If you're one of the vast 
majority of people who 
have trouble doing 
anything other than basic 
maths in their head, you're sure to 
need a calculator from time to time. 
And it's amazing how often you'll 
find yourself scratching around for a 
calculator when you're sitting at your 
computer. The good news is that 
Windows comes with its own built-in 
calculator. And it's not just for simple 
arithmetic either; the Windows 7 
calculator is packed with features - 
including scientific and statistical 
modes - and hidden tools, such as a 
unit converter. If you're looking for a 
simple, yet effective, program that can 
do anything from adding two figures 
together to calculating your mortgage 
interest payments, the Windows 7 
calculator fits the bill. 



Programs (1) 


Control Pa 


lA U 


Performs basic arithmetic tasks with an on-screen calculator. 


B Restore desktop gadgets installed with Windows 
Bf Add gadgets to the desktop 
Get more gadgets online 
Bf Uninstall a gadget 




Access the calculator 


Click the Start button, type calc into the Search box and 
then click the Calculator link to open the program. The calculator 
opens in Standard view, which provides all the functionality of a 
basic calculator. Numbers can be entered either by clicking the 
calculator's buttons with the mouse, or by using your keyboard. 
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Calculator 


MODES Use the View menu to 
switch between different modes - 


Standard, Scientific, Programmer 
and Statistics - as well as viewing 
the calculation history and 
accessing other tools. 


HISTORY A list of all past 
calculations is available in Standard 


and Scientific modes. Click one to 


revisit its result, or double-click it 
to edit the calculation. 


View Edit 


Copy 


P a ste 


Hide history 


Clear history 


Degrees *o Radia 


dms 


tanh 




Entering basic calculations 

Type in your first number - unlike regular calculators, 
you can use the Backspace key to correct any mistakes. Then 
enter your first operator, such as + for addition. You'll see the 
calculation appears above the numbers to let you see where you 
are with your calculation. Press = to finish and display the results. 






































































Explore 

Windows 7 calculator 


FIND THE SOLUTION! Need a negative? 

Enter negatives by typing the number and then clicking the ± 
button or pressing F9 on your keyboard to convert it to negative. 
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Jargon 



CALCULATION Unlike more 
traditional calculators, the 
Windows 7 calculator enables 
you to see all the steps of your 
calculation as you put it together 


FUNCTIONS Depending on the 
mode you choose, the calculator 
displays a number of different 
relevant functions, enabling you 
to work with complex calculations. 


Brackets 

Enclosing part of a 
calculation in brackets 
ensures that section is 
calculated in isolation 
from the rest of the 
calculation, with 
the result then 
fed back into the 
main calculation. 


!lh|i r it w 


LUI 


► Opera 

The type of 
calculation you wish 
to perform on the 
numbers you've 
entered or are about 
to enter. Addition, 
subtraction, 
multiplication 
and division are 
all basic examples 
of operators. 


► Worksheet 

A template designed 
to provide a specific 
type of calculation. 
The Windows 7 
calculator comes with 
four worksheets 
built-in, each one 
providing different 
calculation tools. 






More advanced operators 

The Standard calculator also supports the use of 3 rackets 
for more complex calculations, plus it features three buttons for 
calculating the square root (V), percentage (%) and fraction (1/x) 
of a number or calculation. Use % in place of equals (=) to 
generate a percentage of the two numbers being divided. 
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Access previous calculations 


Both Standard and Scientific modes keep a history of all 
calculations made while the calculator is running (these are lost 
when you close the calculator). Choose View -4 History and past 
calculations appear as shown above. Double-click one to edit its 
values - make your changes, then press Return. 
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Scientific mode 


Work with statistics 


Go to View -> Scientific to switch to a fully functional 
scientific calculator. It's precise to 32 digits and honours operator 
precedence when performing calculations. To access inverse 
functions, click Inv, and certain calculator buttons change to 
provide inverse functions such as fractions and degrees. 




Select Statistics from the View menu. Enter the range of 
numbers you wish to compare, clicking the Add button between 
each one to add them to the list. Once done, use the appropriate 
buttons to generate the result you're looking for - the screenshot 
above helps identify which button does what. 
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Unit conversion 


Open the View menu and choose Unit Conversion to 
convert between units of measurement. First select the type of 
unit (such as mass, temperature or angle), then pick the units to 
convert from and to. Type the amount into the Enter Value field 
and it automatically converts from one unit to the other. 
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Calculate time between dates 



Select Date Calculation from the View menu to get an 
exact measurement between two dates. Type the dates into 
the From and To fields (or click the calendar icon to pick the 
date using the calendar), then click Calculate. The difference is 
displayed both as days, and as years, months, weeks and days. 
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Worksheets 

The Windows calculator also comes with four 


for calculating mortgage payments as well as car-related costs: 
lease payments and fuel economy (both miles per gallon and 
litres per 100km). Select these from View Worksheets - just 
enter the relevant details and click Calculate to get the result. 
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Calculations at your fingertips 

Congratulations-you'vejust unpicked another hidden 
Windows gem. The Windows 7 calculator is capable of far more 
than just basic mathematics, and now you're able to tap into its 
varied set of features for more than just quick-fire calculations, 
you'll find it an invaluable tool to add to your armoury. H 
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Y CrtAsr SW'VUO'R. AtfbAjXfyt'VV' s#iji- 

"Follow my easy guide and use 
Auslogics Registry Defrag to boost 
your PCs performance today." 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


k Anyone can do it 



TIME TAKEN 



SUITABLE FOR 


► ft Windows 7 

► ft Windows Vista 

► ft Windows XP 


Programs on your 
computer access the 
registry thousands of 
times per second. That 
means that the registry just like your 
disc drives, gets bloated and 
fragmented with time. By defragging 
you can free up memory and fix 
underlying issues. Your PC's memory 
(RAM) is much smaller than your hard 
drive's disk space and the more 
bloated the registry becomes, the less 
space there is for other programs to 
run. Knowing that, it should not come 
as a surprise to you that Windows can 
be running noticeably slower after a 
few months of use. Auslogics Registry 
Defrag can help you claw back some 
much needed speed and performance. 

Free with this month's disc, we 
have the full program for you to get 
your PC running better than ever. 






Settings 


Auslogics Registry Defrag 


Registry fragmentation causes significant P 


the system registry. 


Here’s how the registry is optimized: 


SETTINGS If you missed the option 
during installation, you can return 
here to change the settings to the 
language of your choice. 


Registry Analysis 


Determines registry fragmer 




Fragmentation Details 


You review the details and d 




E Before you start, 


be sure to tick this check-box. At 


the point of defragmentation, 
Auslogics Registry Defrag will 
then create a System Restore point. 
Should anything go wrong, you 
can then roll back the changes 
and try again. 



Defragmentation 


The registry is then defragm 



O! y Create a restore point before defragn 
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Auslogics Registry Defrag 



€ l W* ' 1 . 






XVm mvv ti4v 4 Ivp 



itrrifff 


a * m * li lt i m #4* * * # 




i*wi4 tta 




i, r J I 


i * i.% 





Registration 

First you'll need to register. Once you have installed the 
program, click Open folder on the disc interface to access the 
serial code. Click on the Help menu at the top of the program 
and select About In this window select Click to register now, 
then copy and paste the serial code into the field provided. 




Analyse this! 

The first step in defragmenting your registry is to run a 
scan. To do this click Analyze in the bottom right of the program 
This will immediately start the scanning process. Much like 
defragmenting your hard drive, Auslogics Registry defrag shows 
you files that are fragmented as well as which files can be moved 
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FIND THE SOLUTION! Keep it up! 

Be sure to make regular scans of your registry to keep it in 
tip-top condition. As they say, 'prevention is the best cure'. 





HELP Under the Help menu you 
can register the program to unlock 
it from the 15-day trial to the full 
unlimited version. 



C slow-downs. Registry Defrag can solve this problem by compacting and optimizing 


itation. 


ecide whether to proceed. 


ented on reboot. 


lentation 


r - 

ANALYZE The simplicity of this 
program is its strength. To get 
the defragmentation ball rolling, 
simply click on this button and 
follow the instructions. 








Jargon buster! 


► Defragmenting 

The process that 
reduces fragmentation 
in filesystems. It does 
this by physically 
rearranging the 
contents so they can 
be read quickly by 
the system. 
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► Registry 

The Windows 
Registry is where 
configuration settings 
are kept for Windows 
and any third party 
software installed. 



You can find Auslogics 
Registry Defrag in the 

Full Programs section 



Current registry status: 


Possible optimization: 
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Now or later? 

Once the scan is complete you have two options - defrag 
now or later. You might not want to run the process straight away, 
especially if you are busy with other work. Either way you will 
need to restart your computer and the defragmentation process 
will be completed when you have done so. 

i Woi I Maas 




Your work here is done 


Once you have rebooted your computer, the process is 
complete. You may not notice any difference in performance 
straightaway, but you can rest assured that the job has been done 
and you won't have to worry about it for a while - leaving you to 
concentrate on the more fun things to do on your PC! 
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Y<ru/r QiM^c Le 


v kW t-u^so-iA says... 

"Foxit Reader is a fantastic fast free 


alternative to Adobe Reader. I'll show 


L y* you how to get the best from it." 


At a glance... 


■ SKILL LEVEL 

j ^ ^ 

W% 


PDF documents are 


> Straightforward 


TIME TAKEN 


incredibly popular. Spend 
just a small time on the 
internet and youll probably 
come across a file with .pdf at the end. 
They are great for documents that 
contain a lot of text and images, 


► 


because )F files are usually quite 
small - perfect for sending via email or 
downloading from the internet. And a 
lot of hardware manufacturers no 


SUITABLE FOR 


► *7 Windows 7 

► & Windows Vista 

► ft* Windows XP 


longer include a paper manual with 
their products, instead putting a PDF 
on a disc. The benefit of PDFs is that 


they can be read on any computer 


running any operating system - you 
just need the right software to open 
them. Adobe Reader is the most 


popular, but it's bulky and can take 
time to load. Foxit Reader is a fantastic 


alternative that has all of Adobe's 


features, but is much lighter and faster. 




V 


Step-by-step 1 Install and run Foxit Reader 





r- 



r 


PUCfl 



Foxit Reader 




* 1- 

* " ■ % 






r 





fo* i Renter 

ti POP Ifl# I 



- 










i*f 


.. 





Get Foxit Reader 


Open your internet browser and go to www.foxitsoftware. 
com/products/reader. You can download Foxit Reader from here. 
Don't worry if you already have a PDF reader installed, because 
you can install more than one. Click the Download Now button 
on the right-hand side of the window to begin the download. 
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Click this icon to 


open any PDF files that are 
saved on your computer. 
You're taken to a window 


where you can browse your 
computer for any PDF files. 




PAGES This area helps you navigate 
pages in a document. You can use 
the drop-down box to select a 
page, or use the arrows to 
through page by page. 





Us 




Install the software 


When the "File Download - Security Warning" window 
appears, click Run. This begins the download process and starts 
to install Foxit Reader. Click Run and then Yes if you are running 
Windows Vista or Windows 7. Click Next, then I accept the 
agreement, and then Next again. 






















































































































































FIND THE SOLUTION! Avoid infection 

As with any file on the internet or sent via an email , only open 
PDF files from sources and people who you trust. 



Explore 

Foxit Reader 



EMAIL Click this icon to 
automatically open your 
email program (such as 
Windows Live Mail) and 
attach the PDF to a new 
email. Great for sharing 
PDFs with friends or family 
in only a few clicks. 


words and phrases, 
essential if you're reading 
a large PDF file with many 
pages for a specific topic. 






ZOOM SLIDER You can zoom in 
and out of a PDF to make reading 
more comfortable with the zoom 
slider. Dragging it to the left zooms 
the page out, while dragging it to 
the right zooms in. 
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Jargon buster! 


► Adobe Reader 

The most popular 
PDF reader program. 
If you've needed to 
open PDF files in the 
past, you probably 
have Adobe Reader 
installed, because it 
is the program most 
people recommend. 
However, this does 
not mean that it is 
the best. 


► PDF 

Stands for Portable 
Document Format, 
and was created by 
Adobe Systems in 
1993. It is an open 
standard, which 
means it's not tied to 
a particular program 
or operating system. 

I 1 B [ i - - — *1 3 -^■t*** » 1 ■ B ■ 

► Toolbars 

Mini programs that 
run alongside your 
internet browser. 

They can be accessed 
directly from your 
browser. While some 
can be very useful, 
others can clutter the 
screen and make your 
computer run slowly. 






The Foxit PDF Creator Toolbar 


During installation, you're asked if you want to install the 
Foxit PDF Creator Toolbar. This is handy for creating PDFs, but 
not essential. It's also worth bearing in mind that toolbar (which 
reside in your browser) can slow down the speed of your internet 
connection, so we recommend not installing this. 
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Finish the installation 

Uncheck all the toolbar-related boxes and click Next. 


Confirm where you want the program to be installed. The default 
location should be fine, but if you want to install the program to 
a specific location on your hard drive, click Browse.... Finally, click 
Next four times, then Install. 
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Launch Foxit Reader 

Click Finish to launch Foxit Reader. You can also access it 


from the desktop icon, or by going to Start -4 All Programs 
Foxit Reader 5.0 -4 Foxit Reader 5.0. The first time you open the 
program, you're asked to register. Select Not Now if you do not 
wish to register. You're then taken through the start-up wizard. 
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The wizard 


You're asked to choose a skin for Foxit Reader. This is just 
a cosmetic change. Click Next, then ensure that Foxit Reader is 
the default PDF viewer. This means that whenever you click on 
a PDF file, Foxit Reader opens it. Click Next. If you need more 
information, click User Manual, otherwise click Finish -4 Yes. 
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Now 


* * 


Internet Explorer - Security Warning 


Do you want to run this ActiveX control? 


Name: FowtReaderOCX ActiveX Control Module 
Publisher: Foxit Corporation 


Don't Run 


The ActiveX control was previously added to your computer when you instated 
another program, or when Windows was installed. You should only run it if you 
trust the pubtsher and the website requesting it What's the risk ~> 
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View PDFs 


If you have a PDF file you want to view, you can open it in 
Foxit Reader by clicking the yellow Open folder icon. Browse to 
the location on your PC where the PDF is saved, click the file, then 
click Open. Because Foxit Reader is now your default PDF reader, 
you just need to double-click the file in Windows Explorer. 



View files online 

One of the best features of Foxit Reader is that when you 


click on a PDF file online, rather than downloading the file, then 
opening it in the full Foxit Reader program, you can view it via 
your browser. You might need to allow the Foxit Reader add-on 
to run first, by clicking Run add-on -4 Run -4 Allow. 
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Uninstall Adobe Reader 


If you're happy with Foxit Reader, you can free up space 
on your computer by uninstalling Adobe Reader. Go to Start 
Control Panel and select Uninstall a program under Programs 
Select Adobe Reader then click Uninstall -4 Yes. After a few 
minutes, Adobe Reader will be removed. 
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Enjoy a faster PDF experience 
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Congratulations! You've installed and configured Foxit 
Reader! You should notice that PDF files load up quicker than 
before, and you'll be surprised by how much this improves your 
computing experience. We're using PDFs more and more, so it's 
essential to have a great program such as Foxit Reader. fl r 
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'YcnA/tr y L i^ys... 

"We are incredibly lucky to be surrounded by so much 
stunning and varied coastline - but where to go? We 
show how to find your perfect seaside spot." 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


^ Anyone can do it 




SUITABLE FOR 


► *- r Windows 7 

► fl Windows Vista 

► ft* Windows XP 


fi Day trip, long weekend or 

^ beach holiday - we all love 

a trip to the coast. The 
British Isles are fringed by 
over 9,000 miles of coastline ready 
to be explored and we've got it all - 
from Dorset's beautiful Jurassic 
coast and Cornwall's surfing beaches, 
to cosmopolitan seaside cities such 
as Brighton and giant playgrounds 
such as Blackpool. The trick is knowing 
which is the best beach for you and 
your family or friends. Don't want to 
travel too far for a single day? Want 
to take the dog along with you? Or 
how about a secluded cove where 
you'll only have seagulls for company? 
In this tutorial we help you find the 
best beach for you, using just your 
Windows computer and a selection 
of brilliant websites. 




RACHAEL'S BEST TIP! 
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Get a rough idea 

Not sure which part of Britain's coastline to visit? Head to 
www.visitbritain.com. Type beaches in the search bar, in the top 
right-hand corner, and read the top two results: Top 10 beaches' 
and 'Beaches and coastal areas'. Now you can decide roughly 
which part of Britain's coastline you want to visit. 
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Good Beach Guide 


Your next point of call should be www.goodbeachguide.co. 
uk - The Marine Conservation Society's Good Beach Guide. To 
make the most of its features, you need to register. Click Register 
in the top right-hand corner and add your details. Click Register 
now and follow the instructions sent via email to complete. 
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Start the search 

Now log in to the website. On the top right-hand side of 
the homepage, you'll see a map of the British Isles - select the 
region you decided on as a result of your research over at Visit 
Britain in Step 1, by either clicking the area on the map, or using 
the drop-down menu. 




Narrow the search 


You're taken to a page of beaches within your chosen area. 
At the top, fill in as many of the options as possible - lifeguards, 
dogs allowed, eateries and so on - to help you narrow your 
search. Water Quality grade is the most important; select MSC 
recommended for the cleanest bathing water. 




The big decision 

Click Search and you see only the beaches that match your 
personal specifications - the more you filter, the fewer beaches 
come up. Go through your search results, clicking View full 
details for each, and from here you can make an informed 
decision. You've found your perfect beach! 
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Google Earth it! 


Check out your beach on Google Earth. If you haven't used 
Google Earth before, head to http://earth.google.co.uk and click 
Download. Open Google Earth and type your destination into 
the Fly to box, then use the controllers on the right to zoom in 
and out and take a look around. 
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Get directions 


A great feature of Google Earth is its free route planner. 

Click on the Directions tab, type in your home address and beach 
destination, and click the Search button. It shows you your route 
on the map, as well as on the left-hand side. Click Printable view 
and then print your directions off. 
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Head for the beach! 


With a little help from your PC, you're ready for some 
seaside rest and relaxation! Following this tutorial, you can be 
sure the beach you've chosen is somewhere you want to visit, has 
the facilities you need, you've seen it via Google Earth and you've 
got directions - just don't forget the sun screen! *' 
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Improve your 


LANGUAGES spai 


Learn Spanish 




Test your Spanish 


Spanish resources and worksheets 



Ycrusr gooute 




i^y $... 


Spanish weekly email tips 


"Finding time for language classes is 


Spanish TV & radio 


tricky but brushing up on a foreign 


tongue is easy and free with your PC." 


At a glance... 




i 




* 


► Anyone can do it 


TIME TAKEN 


► 



► Windows 7 

► *7 Windows Vista 

► - J Windows XP 


Don't let your hard work 
go to waste where 
language skills are 
concerned. It's easy to get 
a little rusty or forget what you've 
already learned if you don't keep 
moving forward with a second 
language. It can be difficult though 
- language lessons are often pricey 
and it can be tricky to fit them into 
a typically busy working week. The 
good news? You don't need them! 
Everything you need for improving 
your foreign language skills is online 
and there for the taking - from 

podcasts. The 


pronunciations to podcast 
even better news? It won't cost 


you a single penny. All the websites 
featured in our 16-step tutorial for 
brushing up on a language are 
completely free to use - you just 
need your computer. 




Step-by-step 1 Brush up on a 
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Google Translate 


A great starting point and point of reference throughout 
your learning is http://translate.google.com. Type your word or 
phrase into the box on the left, then choose your language on 
the drop-down menu in the second box and dick Translate. Click 
the Listen button to hear how words are pronounced. 
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Phrase of the day 


iri 


cCuando? 




> Show Translation 



More Spanish phrases 


RSS Feed 



0 


Subscribe to this feed to receive a new 
Spanish phrase every day! 


What are RSS Feeds? 
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Or follow us on Twitter! 



PHRASES Increase your vocabulary 
with the BBC's phrase of the day. If 
visiting every day sounds like hard 
work, follow on Twitter and get the 
phrases in your news feed. 
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Test yourself 


BBC Languages is an incredible resource. Visit www.bbc.co. 


uk/languages and pick your chosen language in the top-left On 
the language-specific homepage, click the first link on the left to 
test your skills. From your results, you'll know whether you should 
be looking at beginner, intermediate or advanced resources. 





























































FIND THE SOLUTION! Short of time? 

Finding time to leorn a language is hard f so make the most of 
printouts, podcasts and phone apps , and learn on the go. 
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Explore 

Learn a language 


NIISHI 


6 












TEST Not sure what you know any 
more? Test yourself with the BBCs 
fun quiz, then move on to explore 
the resources and worksheets, 
when you know which level you 
need to practise. 


A Guide To Spanish 


Don’t get your tongue in a twist! 


Find out fascinating facts 
Download key phrases 
Listen to the alphabet 






. 


DOWNLOAD You don't want 
to always be sitting at your PC 
learning, so take advantage of the 
available downloads and take your 
materials out and about with you. 


And get a flavour of how 
Spanish sounds 



Introduction to Spanish 





- A Guide to Spanish 

Spanish facts, phrases 
and alphabet 


Interactive video courses: 


Spanish Quick Fix 

ten and download holiday phrases and 
>re... 



• Mi Vida Loca 

Spanish mystery drama. 
Get hooked. Learn the 
language! Weekly tips 


• Talk Spanish 

A lively introduction to Spanish 


Spanish for intermediates 



interactive course 


iuenos 

jelection of clips from the 20-part TV 
riss, Suehos World Spanish 

Leportajes 

:icles. Quizzes and audio transcriDts 
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Basic Spanish in 12 weeks and c 
BBC certificate. Weekly tips 


Jargon buster! 


► 


PnrirACK 

I Lt C.* Ci ZJ L ij 


A series of either 
audio or video 
digital files, that are 
downloaded via the 
internet. Podcasting 
enables you to get 
content for your MP3 
player that you can 
listen to, or watch, 
when it suits you. 
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A mobile phone that 
offers advanced 
computing and 
connectivity. 
Smartphones are 
basically a phone 
combined with mini 
computer, camera 
and internet 
connectivity. 


TRANSLATE Are you saying apple 
instead of ache? Get some 
reassurance and check the 
meaning of words you're uncertain 
of with this online dictionary. 


► Spanish dictionary 
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BBC Languages 
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Fill in the gaps 


Are you a pro at ordering drinks, but lost with travel? At 
the bottom of your BBC Languages homepage, under Other 
links, click Topics and then choose an area you are rusty with 
and practise. Quick Fix gives you essential phrases, while the 
slideshows and videos below are in-depth. 
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Learn a phrase a day 

Again on your BBC Languages homepage - www.bbc.co.uk/ 
languages/spanish, for example - look for the Phrase of the day 
box and try to make a few minutes each day to learn the new 
phrase. If you're on witter, click the Follow us on Twitter link 
below and get the phrases in your news stream. 



September 2011 <S Windows The Official Magazine 69 












































































LANGUAGES SPANISH 


i 





MM 





t < 


19 A ^ 4 mM 

I m) mP* 1 


I . • • * M 


\ u I »n 




MIM 




• 




■MM** 



• r 


* » *4 






t «i 


< 9 *vhP Mm 


^*0 M*-vl 1 # <*«m 


# Cj 











Download Now (Window*) 
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Take key phrases with you 

Train? Bus? Take your learning with you. On the top-right of 
your BBC homepage, click the Download key phrases link. Using 
the tick boxes, select the phrases you don't know, and then the 
printer icon, or the Download mp3 button, depending on 
whether you want them on your music player or on paper. 
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Quick conversations 

Before You Know It Lite is a downloadable tool that teaches 
quickfire, bite-sized phrases. Head to www.byki.com, choose the 
language you're learning, input your name and email address, 
then click Get Your Download. You're sent an email with a link; 
click this and follow the download prompts and you're away. 
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Get an app 

With a smartc 


imartphone, you can learn on the hoof and, of 
course, when you're abroad. The Talk To Me app translates input 
text or speech between over 40 different languages, and in most 
cases, speaks the translations back to you. Down it for free from 
www.droidapps.org/talk-to-me-android-translator. 


Get Ziepod 

Download some language podcasts - especially good if you 
have an MP3 player and want to learn on the go. Before you can 
get started, you need a podcast receiver - head to www.ziepod. 
com and click the Download button on the left, under Free 
Podcast Receiver, and follow the automated install prompts. 
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Download podcasts 


Go to www.podcastalley.com, type your language into the 
Search for a podcast box and click Go. Choose a podcast. Click 
Get Podcast and copy the URL that appears. Open Ziepod, click 
the Download tab at the top, click Download new, paste the URL 
into the box, then click Download now. Finally, click Play. 
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Build your vocab 


Vocabulix (www.vocabulix.com) is great for learning new 
words. On the homepage, click Start under Vocabulary Builder. 
Select your native and foreign languages, difficulty level and topic 
from the drop-down menus, and start the quiz, typing the foreign 
equivalent to the English word and listening to the pronunciation. 
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Look it up 


Soon you'll start to hear words that, while 
familiar, you aren't sure of their exact meaning, or 
the context in which they're used - which is where 
www.wordreference.com comes in. It has lots of 
foreign language dictionaries; type in the word in 
question, select the languages, and click Go. 



Real-life lessons 


■■■ We love the lessons at http://gloss.dliflc.edu/ 
because they are based on real articles, TV reports, 
radio broadcasts and so on. Select your language, 
level, skill you want to practise and topic with the 
tick boxes. Click on the title of a lesson you fancy, 
click Begin and start the interactive learning. 


Jargon buster! 


► Twitter 

A free social 
networking and 
micro-blogging 
website, where users 
tell others what they 
are doing by sending 
short text messages 
of 140 characters 
or fewer, called 
tweets, to friends, 
or 'followers'. 
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Get Live Mocha 


The best way to improve language skills and 
practise everything you've learned is to converse 
with a native speaker. Live Mocha links you up with 
language buddies. Go to www.livemocha.com, enter 
your details, click Sign-up, then check the boxes to 
answer questions about your language skills. 
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Create a Live 
Mocha profile 


You need to use your 
username and password to 
sign in to Live Mocha. Now 
click Edit Profile and add 
relevant information about 
yourself in the boxes that 
appear on-screen, such as 
your level of language 
skills and whether or not 
you are willing to teach 
other people English, 
as well. If you'd like to 
upload a profile image 
of yourself, click the 
Choose file button, 
select a picture from your 
computer's hard drive, 
and then click Submit 
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Get chatting 


View your Suggested Language Partners on the homepage 
and click the Add button of those you'd like to speak with. 
Message them, inviting them to chat. People add you and 
message you straight away wanting to chat - a window pops 
up and you simply type in real time. 


YVorldMags 
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Lessons learned 


Brushing up on a language has never been easier, thanks to 
the internet, and all you need is your computer for access to a 
plethora of free lessons, downloads and even the opportunity to 
talk to native speakers in real time. Make a little time every day 
and you'll soon be fluent. * ' 
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S H Ycru/r giMscte, Nick. Odfl^vfrzJU sc*y$... 

"I've discovered an easy way to check the weather, find places 
on a map, review my email and even translate a page from my 
internet browser - take a look at the Bing Bar, it's brilliant!" 


At a glance... 


SKILL LEVEL 


► Anyone can do it 



► 


SUITABLE FOR 


► & Windows 7 

► tT Windows Vista 

► ft* Windows XP 



The trivial, everyday 
things we use our PC for 
take their toll on our time. 

If you want to check for an 
email, you have to open the email 
application, log in and wait for new 
emails to be downloaded. Then, when 
you want to see what your friends are 
doing via Facebook, you've got to visit 
the website to find out what's going 
on. The new Bing Bar is an amazing 
way to cut down the amount of time 
you spend doing these things each 
day by enabling you to keep an eye 
on all your most important activities 
from your browser. It's free and sits 
unobtrusively at the top of the 
browser window, making it easy 
to check emails and much more 
without interrupting your internet 
browsing time. The Bing Bar works 
with Internet Explorer 7 onwards. 







Get it 


Get the new Bing Bar from www.discoverbing.co.uk/ 
download-centre/bing-bar and click on the Download now 
button. When prompted, click the Run button to start 
downloading it. The Bing Bar will now automatically install 
for you. When it's completed the installation, click on Finish. 
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y*| Raise the bar 

■■ Once the Bing Bar has finished installing, a new Internet 
Explorer window opens and a bar at the bottom of the screen 
informs you that the Bing Bar add-on is ready to use. To start 
using it in your browser, click on Enable. A new bar now appears 
near the top of the screen. 












































FIND THE SOLUTION! Not for you? 

You might change your mind and decide that the Bing Bar isn't 
for you. if so, click the cross to the left of the bar to remove it. 
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The Bing Bar 
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Add apps 

The Bing Bar comes with a range of apps built in. To add 
or remove them, click on the three dots to the right of the bar. 
Now, click on an app from the left side and click Add. To remove, 
click on one on the right and click Remove. You can change the 
position of apps on the bar by clicking the up or down arrow. 
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Stay alert 


When there's an update to one of these apps - such as a 
new message sent to your email address - the app notifies you 
instantly via the bar. You can change whether you want each app 
to notify you by clicking the three dots once more, and under 
Alerts on the left, tick or untick a check box next to the app. 
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Get local 

The icon with a car next to a map gives you access to 
Bing Maps. If you want to search for something, type it into the 
search area and hit Search, or hit Settings to change the default 
location. You can zoom in and out with your mouse wheel and 
explore the map by left-clicking and moving your mouse. 




Arte Arc aunt 


Welcome to Mail 

Quickly access your •mails from multiple providers and get notified of new email 


Choose your err an provider 


Hotmail 
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© Yahoo Mail 


|^| Gmail 


drii •Only from United Kingdom 
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Avoid the rain 

One feature that any Brit will no doubt appreciate is the 
ability to quickly check the weather by clicking the sun icon. First 
change the location to where you live by hitting Options and 
adding your city, then select the city and click Make default. Now 
the icon automatically changes its look according to the weather. 
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Check email 


One of the Bing Bar's most useful features is the ability to 
check your emails without having to go to your inbox. You can 
check Hotmail, Yahoo or Gmail emails, or all three. Click the mail 
icon, click your email provider, enter your email log-in details and 
hit Submit. Click the mail icon again and you'll see all your emails. 
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Well done - now you can keep an eye on your most 
common computer chores at all times from the comfort of your 
Internet Explorer browser. Hopefully, more great apps will 
become available once the Bing Bar becomes more popular, 
and you can truly customise it to your needs. * * 
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Step into the future 





By using your PC to digitise your old 
habits, you can save time and money, 
and have more fun. Bv James Stables 





Avoid the queue 
when paying 
for ca r tax 
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Get rid c 




lose o c 


recipe books 


Stop 
Blockbuster in 



le rair 


Ditch your 
old video 


recorder 


Id habits die hard, but for many 
people, those old ways of 
working simply conspire 
to cause more work than 
necessary, and allow less time for getting 
on with the things you really enjoy. If you 
own a Windows computer, you already 
have the best possible tool at your disposal 
to make your life easier in so many different 
ways, and we are here to help you examine 
your current habits and see whether you 
and your computer can make a change for 
the better. 

Digitising your life has tons of benefits, 
from saving you time and money, to 
helping you get more from your hobbies. 
There are hundreds of different ways your 
computer can help your day-to-day life, but 
your time will undoubtedly be the biggest 
beneficiary of a Windows makeover 
Finding documents, having data at your 
fingertips and saving pointless trips to 
supermarkets and rental stores are just a 
few of the ways in which you can make up 
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time that you can almost certainly put to 
better use elsewhere. 

It's not just time, though, because using 
your computer to digitise day-to-day tasks 
can also have more tangible benefits. 
Selling things online instead of in the back 
of the local newspaper can earn you raw 
cash, and that's not to mention the savings 
that can be made by switching from paper 
to electronic bills, and booking things such 
as tickets and car MOTs over the internet. 
You can also get more enjoyment from 
media such as television and movies by 
enjoying the plethora of on-demand 
services that are available. 

Read on to find 13 easy ways to digitise 
your life, and start saving yourself time, 
money and stress today 



Stop looking at 

old photo albums 

L ooking back at old photos is 
great, and there's no feeling 
quite like the memories that 
your snaps can evoke. However, 
the older your photos get, the 
more discoloured, dog-eared 
and torn they become. Save your 
precious memories by digitising 
old photos, and immortalising 
them on your computer. 

All you need is a scanner, which 
can be picked up cheaply. Scan in 
your photos, and save them on 
your Windows computer. You 
can then view them using free 
programs such as Windows Live 
Photo Gallery. But photos don't 
have to stay stuck on your PC - 
you can email them to friends and 
relatives, and even burn them to a 
CD or DVD to be played back on 
a TV, so they can be enjoyed as a 
family. By digitising your photos, 
you can protect them against the 
ravages of time, so they're available 
for ever. If only we could digitise 
the people in them as well... 


“It’s not just time - using your 
computer to digitise day-to-day tasks 
can also have more tangible benefits’" 


Don't waste money 
on TV guides 

TV magazines are some of the biggest 
selling publications on the newsstand, but 
all the information is freely available on 
your computer or smartphone. Just check 
out www.radiotimes.com for the online 
version, where you can get a full list of 
channels, and get more information about 
what's on. 

If you're sitting watching television, you 
might want to use your smartphone 
instead. Try a free app such as TV Guide, 
which is available on most operating 
systems. It's simple, and while more 
comprehensive paid-for apps are available, 
it's easy to use, and can show you at a 
glance what's coming up next, without 
reaching for the remote. 

Stop selling stuff 
cheaply in the back 
of the paper 

When it comes to selling your old tat, most 
people reach for one thing: the local paper. 
The classifieds at the back have long been 
an essential read for the bargain hunter, 
but if you want to get more for your white 
elephants, look to the internet. 

Sites such as Gumtree (www.gumtree. 
com), which is a free classifieds site, have 


become extremely popular, and you're 
more likely to get your asking price when 
offering to more interested parties. If you're 
willing to pay for your listing, eBay (www. 
ebay.co.uk) is the ultimate marketplace. 

The auction site has millions of users, and 
someone, somewhere, is bound to find the 
rubbish you want to get rid of useful. As an 
auction, your items are more likely to sell at 
a fair price, so if you have something good, 
it's well worth checking out. 

Stop making 
expensive 
international calls 

If you have friends and or relatives who live 
far away, keeping in contact via telephone 
and email can be expensive. However, your 
Windows computer can make staying in 
contact easier than ever before, and even 
enhance the experience. If you have a 
webcam, you can make free video calls via 
Skype or Windows Live Messenger, so you 
can see the person you're talking to, as well 
as speak to them. 

You need a webcam, but most laptops 
have a basic one built into the lid. If you 
want a better experience, you can buy a 
high-definition webcam, that connects 
via USB, for around £50. If you install 
Windows Live Messenger (available on 
this month's cover disc), you can also play 
games, share photos and interact, which 
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Step into the future 


Don't cart your stuff 
around on USB sticks 

W hen talking about digitising your life, many 

people raise an eyebrow about ditching USB 
sticks. However, in the Official Windows 
Magazine office, they're considered to be old 
technology that can be easily lost or corrupted. We 
recommend you take your digital life one step further 
by storing your files in the cloud, using an online service 
such as Windows Live SkyDrive. 

The cloud is a term that simply means online storage, 
and Windows Live SkyDrive gives you 25GB to use for 
your documents and pictures. Just use a Windows 
Live ID (they're free at www.live.com) to access http:// 
skydrive.live.com. You can upload files, so that they're 
available whenever and wherever you need them, and 
unlike a USB stick, they can't be lost or stolen. 




can make thousands of miles seem like a 
face-to-face conversation. 

Get rid of those old 
recipe books 

If you love to cook, you'll often find yourself 
poring over a recipe book for old favourites 
and new ideas. However, once you've gone 
through all your favourite dishes, the books 
are usually resigned to a bookshelf to 
collect dust Instead, try using sites such as 
www.bbc.co.uk/food or www.jamieoliver. 
com to find new ideas. BBC Good Food also 
does a fantastic weekly newsletter, which is 
full of ideas. 

Once you've found a recipe, why not save 
it for a later date? You can use a program 
such as Evernote (free from www.evernote. 
com) to digitally scrapbook ideas, so they're 


ready whenever you need them. You can 
fully document your recipes, and when you 
build up a collection, search through it 
via name or ingredients - something old 
recipes books can't offer. When you've 
saved your recipes, why not invest in a 
tablet PC, which you can use to follow 
them, using the Evernote app, to bring 
your cooking into the 21st century? 



We've all been there. A reluctant trip to 
your local video rental shop to get a film, 
choosing between the dross, and then 
making a special trip out of your way to 
return it the next day, to avoid a pointless 


i fine. Make a change in the digital age, and 
; use an online movie rental service instead, 
j There are some great services, such as 
| BlinkBox (www.blinkbox.com) and Runes 
: (www.apple.com/uk/itunes/), which enable 
: you to rent movies for a low price, instantly. 

: Both services have incredible collections, 

: and are generous with their allowances, 
i Most allow you to watch up to 30 days after 
; you rent, and expire seven days after you 
! start watching, when they disappear from 
i your PC, so you don't need to lift a finger. 



Buying a paper is great, but all too often 
they're left unread, either through lack of 







The James Stables Daily 
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LOG ON 

First of all, you need to go to 
www.paper.li and, on the home page, 
click Create a Paper. You can then choose 
whether to use your Facebook account or 
the Twitter service as the basis to create 
your own customised newspaper. 


m LOG IN 

As long as you're already signed into 
the service concerned, there's no need to 
type in your username or password. If 
you're not, you are taken to the home 
page of Twitter or Facebook and you can 
log in separately. 


READ ALL ABOUT IT 

Once logged in, you are prompted 
to create your paper. It takes a few 
minutes, but it will be populated with cool 
stories your friends have enjoyed. Make 
sure you bookmark the page, because it 
is refreshed every 24 hours. 
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a LOG ON 

The first task is look around the 
BlinkBox site and get a feel for what's 
there. Go to www.blinkbox.com and you're 
presented with a host of options. If this is 
your first visit, you need to sign up, or if 
you already have an account, log in. 
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BROWSE MOVIES 




Now you can start browsing the 
huge selection of films and programmes. 
While the biggest titles are on the front 
page, that's not nearly the whole 
collection, so take some time to explore. 
Click on the Movies tab and then A-Z. 


H I ENJOY 

Now you've downloaded your first 
movie on BlinkBox, you're ready to access 
a whole world of films and movies, all 
without leaving the house. There's loads 
of choice and no late fees, meaning you 
can have entertainment totally your way. 


time or a lack of stories that interest you. 

So why not build your very own digital 
newspaper instead, which you know is 
going to be full of the things that interest 
you, free of charge? 

If you want to subscribe to an RSS feed, 
just go to Google Reader (www.google. 
com/reader) and type in the web address 
of any website that you like. Stones then 
appear in a single page, so you don't have 
to trawl the web looking through your 
favourite sites. 

If you don't like the blandness of RSS 
feeds, and you're a Twitter user, try Paper.li 
(www.paper.li). This site enables you to build 
a virtual newspaper of your contacts' shared 
links, which you can share via Twitter or 
Facebook. You may not be Rupert Murdoch 
quite yet, but it's a great way to keep up 
with the news. 


Don't weigh 
luggage down 
with novels 

If you're one of those people who can't 
leave the house without a book, or the 
country without a library, it's time to go 
digital. Ebooks have soared in popularity in 
the last year, and there are thousands of 
titles available to buy. 

In order to enjoy books digitally, you 
need an ereader. The most famous and 
ubiquitous is the Kindle, which will set you 
back £111 from www.amazon.co.uk. The 
Sony Reader, iRiver Story and Apple iPad 2 
are also worth a look. You can use any of 
these devices to buy digital versions of 
books, and you can store hundreds on your 



device. Sony even offers a digital library 
with its ebook, enabling you to swap and 
rent books, just like a digitised version of 
your local library. 


Throw out those 
archives of receipts 


Anyone who's kept boxes of paperwork 
will have had their diligence vindicated at 
some point, but there's no need to hoard 
bits of paper. You can digitally store your 
important documents, so they take up 
less space, and are easier to find when 
emergency strikes. 

You can scan old documents and save 
them using Evernote (www.evernote.com), 
which is a great way to archive digital 
documents - however, it's important to stop 


Avoid the queues when 
paying for car tax 

T he arrival of the letter that demands another year 
of car tax is never pleasant, but if you're still 
taking your documents to the Post Office to pay 
it, you're only adding to the pain. Paying your car tax 
online is really easy, and it only takes minutes. Go to 
www.taxdisc.direct.gov.uk, type in the unique number 
printed on your letter, and all that's left to do is pay on 
your card. 

Motorists can also book their cars in for MOT online. 
Try www.kwikfit.com and www.halfordsautocentres.com, 
which enable you to enter your details, and even get a 
nice discount on the rate. Just fill out the form and you'll 
get a call from the garage to confirm your booking, then 
all that's left is to keep your fingers crossed that it passes. 
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Step into the future 


“If you can’t leave the house without 
a book, or the country without a 
library, it’s time to go digital” 


the influx of paper documents, too. Swap to 
electronic versions of your bills, which are 
sent by email. Many utilities companies 
actually reduce your bill if you save paper, 
so it's well worth doing. You can then set 
up archive folders in your email program, 
to store them safely so they're not lost in 
a mass of email, or save them to your 
computer's hard drive. 

When you need a receipt or statement, 
you just need to use the Start search 
feature. As long as the files are clearly 
named, searching saves you precious time, 
and you'll wonder how you lived so long 
with boxes of paper. 

Ditch your old 
video recorder 

Recording a TV programme used to be 
about fathoming out a string of numbers 
from the newspaper, then fathoming out 
the menus on your video recorder. If you're 
still using the timer on your recorder, try 
going digital so you'll never miss your 
favourite TV show again. 

Firstly, your Windows 7 computer can 
record any TV programme to your hard 
drive, and even automatically record other 
programmes in the series. If your PC or 
laptop doesn't have a TV card, you can 
buy a USB receiver cheaply, then use 
Windows Media Center to view and record. 
Alternatively, you can save money by using 
on-demand services. iPlayer, ITV Player, 


40D, SeeSaw and MSN Video are all great 
services, full of amazing content. 

Stop making trips to 
the supermarket 

If there's one chore that most people would 
really love to eliminate, it's the weekly trip 


to the supermarket, and with the power 
of the internet, it's finally possible to avoid 
the place altogether. Some really useful 
websites have sprung up over the last 
couple of years, which enable you to do all 
your shopping online, from the comfort of 
your living room. 

MySu perma rket (www. mysu perm a rket. 
co.uk) enables you to compare the contents 
of Sainsbury's, Tesco and AS DA, so you can 
do your weekly shop through the site and 
slash pounds off your bill at the same time. 
If you're looking for a seamless delivery 
experience, try www.waitrose.co.uk. The 
website offers a fantastic way to shop, 
and multiple opportunities for delivery. 


Adam's verdict 


The whole world is embracing new ways 
of working, whether that’s online, or 
using cloud computing. You don’t need 
me to tell you that computers represent 
the future of the way we communicate 
and live, but owning a Windows 
computer means you can already start 
reaping the benefits. 

Media is one way that the digital age 
has changed my life, and photos, videos 
and music are now enjoyed via our 
family computer. When relatives visit, 
there’s no need to pass around old photo 
albums, because the living room TV is 
the perfect device for enjoying family 
photos and home videos. What’s more, it 



can be accessed via a USB cable from the 
laptop, so it couldn’t be easier. 

We also pay all our bills online now, 
and have moved to a paperless way of 
working. Evenings are no longer spent 
dealing with paperwork, and everything 
is archived on my computer - and 
backed up, of course. 

You don’t need to become a digital 
convert overnight, 
but if you embrace 
one new digital 
habit this month, 
you’ll soon see the 
positive effect it Adam |f ans 

can have. Editor-in-chief 
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Laptops aren't always straightforward 
to upgrade, but there's still lots you 
can do to improve your portable's 
performance. By Christian Hall 



^ 4 

M 
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TWEAKYOUR 
POWER OPTIONS 

There are three power options by default in Windows 7 
and Windows Vista (Balanced, Power Saver and High 
performance), but you can easily tweak them to suit 
you. Select a plan (from Power Options in Control Panel), 
such as Balanced, and reduce how long it takes to dim the 
display on battery to one minute. Change Turn off the 
display' to two or three minutes, and 'Put the computer 
to sleep' to five or ten minutes. 


ENERGY SAVER Windows enables you to change the way 
your laptop uses power to save valuable battery life 
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•^UPGRADE 

THE RAM 

Of all the physical upgrades you can make to a laptop, boosting 
the RAM is the easiest and cheapest. If your laptop is only a few 
years old, it's unlikely to have more than 2GB RAM, but can 
probably take twice that amount Just locate the compartment 
on the underside of your laptop and unscrew it. To get to the 
spare slot, you might have to remove the other module first. 

EASY UPG RADE Adding another stick of RAM is just 
the right cure for an under-performing machine 





SWAP OUT YOUR 
HARD DRIVE 

The only other easy upgrade for laptops is a new hard 
drive. Typically, laptop drives are small in capacity and 
slow. If your laptop is five years old, for example, you 
are likely to have only an 80GB drive, which can easily 
fill up with music and movies. A whopping 320GB hard 
drive for a laptop only costs about £30. If you choose 
a faster drive, too, it also helps the performance of 
Windows. The old standard is 4,200rpm, but 5,400rpm 
drives are now common, with larger capacity drives 
matching desktops in being 7,200rpm. 

MORE SPACE Big capacity hard drives are cheaper than ever 


SPEEDUP E CHANGE LID 

START-UP ir) BEHAVIOUR 


Because your laptop relies on its battery for mobile 
use, start-up can be slowed down. This makes it all the 
more essential to uncheck any programs you don't 
need loaded with Windows. Launch the System 
Configuration tool (type 'msconfig' into Start search) 
and uncheck any unnecessary programs on the 
Startup tab. Note that programs such as iTunes add 
themselves back to this list if they get updated. 


Shutdown options are very different on laptops, because you 
can close the lid to put a laptop to sleep. Exactly what happens 
when you close the lid can be changed, however. In the Control 
Panel, choose System and Security Power Options -► 
Choose What Closing the Lid Does. There's a drop-down list 
next to 'When I close the lid...' where you can change what 
happens when you close the lid. You can also change whether 
or not a password is required when you open the lid again. 



£ DISABLE ALL 
OUNUSED DEVICES 

You probably don't realise it but your laptop allocates 
resources to dozens of things you don't normally use. 
You'll find these in Device Manager-communications 
ports or printer ports that are not used because you rely 
on Wi-Fi, for example. Right-click on Computer and 
choose Manage. You'll find Device Manager near the 
bottom of the Computer Management window. Look 
under Ports, right-click on the selected device and click 
Disable, then Yes on the next window. ► 

SHUT 'EM OFF Windows runs hardware that you really 
don't need - a simple tweak in Device Manager sorts it out 
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REDUCE YOUR 
MEMORY USAGE 

You'll be surprised by how many processes are 
actually running on your PC at any one time. It's 
much worse with laptops than with desktops, because 
there are many more things going to keep it running, 
such as Wi-Fi chip software and screen management 
tools. Launch Task Manager to see what's going on 
(press Ctrl, Alt and Del), and see how many processes 
it says you have running. If it's above 50, you need to 
kill some of them off. Look out for non-Windows 
processes related to unused devices or software. 

LESS IS i /IORE Ease your laptop's load by killing off processes 


A FIX WAKE AND 
OSLEEP PROBLEMS 

Processes can often interfere with sleeping and waking on laptops. 
Click Start, type 'cmd' and wait for it to appear, then right-click it 
and choose Run as Administrator. In the command line, type 
'powercfg -energy'. If errors are detected, type 'energy-report, 
html'. You'll see detailed information about what happens when 
the laptop tries to sleep. Also try 'powercfg -devicequery wake_ 
armed' to see what processes affect wake-up actions. 


A COOL DOWN 
Z#YOUR LAPTOP 

Laptops get hot, which can not only be uncomfortable but can also 
make your PC work harder to cool down, reducing battery life. Make 
sure you have the 'System cooling policy' for battery use set to Passive in 
the 'Power Processor management' area of the Power Options Advanced 
Settings. Also, a cooling stand allows air to circulate under your laptop. 


LET IT FLOW Laptops need to be 
cooled, so good airflow and power 
management is essential 



INCREASE 
WI-FI RANGE 
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Older laptops may only have wireless B or G chips, 
meaning the speed and range of Wi-Fi is limited. If 
your router is able to broadcast in the faster wireless 
N, get a wireless N card for your laptop. These cost 
about £35 and are great for streaming HD content. 

If your laptop has wireless N built-in, determine the 
best channel for your router. Go to the weakest 
signal point in your home and try changing the 
channel to see if you can increase its strength. 
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► WINDOWS HELP * HARDWARE FIXES * SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS * INTERNET TIPS 
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Hardware 


Do you have a 
PC problem? 

Get in touch... 

Email full details of 
your problem to the 
support team and we 
do our best to help 

supportsquad@ 
futurenet.com 


REPAIR SCREEN 

A laptop screen repair 
is cheaper than 
buying a new model 



LAPTOP SCREEN ISSUES 

„ My laptop screen has started 
flickering randomly after 
three years, and my backlight 
doesn't appear to work -1 keep 
having to increase the brightness. 
Any fixes? 

Graham Hyde 




Nick's solution 

When you encounter 
problems like this, there 
are three likely causes: 
the 'simplest' is a driver 
or display calibration problem that 
can be fixed in Windows. Open 
Device Manager (press Windows 
key and R, type devmgmtmsc 
and press Return) to verify there 
are no driver issues - if a yellow 
exclamation mark is present next 
to the Display Adapter or Monitor, 
double-click the entry to ascertain 
what the problem is. Look for an 
updated driver from your laptop 
manufacturer or take a look at 
any error codes that are 
present, along with any 
troubleshooting 
options offered. 
If your 

drivers check 
out, the next 
two options 

involve opening up your 
laptop to first check the cable 
connection between your screen 
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and motherboard (this may have 
come loose, in which case, 
plugging it in securely should 
resolve the problem) or to replace 
the screen with a new one. You 
need a service manual for your 
laptop to do this - check with the 
manufacturer or search Google for 
your laptop make and model and 
the words "service manual". 

When it comes to laptop screen 
replacement, there are DIY options 
available, or you can pay to have 
the screen professionally fitted. 
Qual-IT (www.qualit-uk.com/ 
laptopscreens.asp) offers laptop 
screens only, while CRM's LCD 
shop (www.hplaptoprepair.co.uk) 
offers both DIY and fitting services. 
Alternatively, contact your laptop 
manufacturer for a quotation. 


Security 

FAILED MESSAGES 


Q 


Every time I open Windows 
Live Mail my BT Yahoo! inbox 
is inundated with hundreds of 
failed delivery notices. My other 
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FIND THE SOLUTION! Kelly s Korner 

Problem with Windows XP? Visit www.kellys-korner-xp.com/xp. 
htm where you might be able to download a file to do the work. 



dows 7 Twea... 


Cl Maga 


SECURE PASSWORDS 

Use a tool like Lastpass 
to generate random, 
secure passwords 


I 
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cckmarks 


LastPass 


**#* 


0 Show Advanced Options 

Password Length 8 

BA-Z 0a-z 00-9 □ Special 
Minimum Digit Count 11 ~| 

□Avoid Ambiguous Characters 
0 Require Every Character Type 




Genera 


1 [Copy 

Close 






What are some junk files I 
can delete (I'm running 
Windows XP)? 

Felix Meier 

The simplest and safest way to 
clear junk files off your PC is 
by using the Disk Cleanup 
tool. Open My Computer, 
right-click your hard drive and 
choose Properties -► Tools 
tab, then click Disk Cleanup 
to access the tool. 


I deleted a number of 
Restore points, but after a 
registry clean-up tool caused 
havoc, I need to get them 
back. Is this possible? 

John Ellinghouse 
Sadly not, John - once they're 
gone, they're gone. We also 
advise against using any 
registry cleaning software 
in future, too. 


mail addresses aren't affected, and 
I can't seem to find a solution from 
Yahoo! Can you help me please? 

Rodney Pearson 

f Adam's solution 

This is often a symptom 
of a compromised 
account - in other 
words, your password 
has been passed on to spammers 
who are using your account to 
send messages. As you can still 
send and receive mail using this 
account, log into your Yahoo! 
account through your browser and 
change the password - as always, 
choose something not easy to 
guess or break, a combination of 
letters and numbers. 

Rodney reported that the 
problem stopped as soon as he 
changed his password. This left a 
question mark over how his 
password had been stolen - it's 
possible a malware infection was 
to blame, but a full, updated scan 
using Windows Defender, AVG 
2011 and Malwarebytes Anti- 
Malware only found one rogue 
link, suggesting the password had 
been stolen elsewhere. 

One way to avoid this is to use 
a free password manager, such 
as Lastpass (www.lastpass.com), 
which uses a single, master 
password to protect all of your 

A WorldM 


other passwords. It doesn't just 
automatically fill in log-on details 
for you - it can generate secure, 
random passwords, too, which are 
harder to guess or crack. 

Windows 

BACK-UP PROBLEM 

I use the Windows 7 Backup 
tool to back up my computer 
to an external network (NAS) 
hard drive, but while it runs on 
schedule, it keeps reporting that 
it didn't back up all of the files, 
and as a result 'Never' is always 
reported as the Last Backup date, 
although I can restore individual 
files and folders from the backup. 

I've examined what files are 
skipped, and have discovered 
they're on the NAS drive. I'm not 
sure how they got there, but is 
there some way to exclude files 
from the drive so future backups 
complete successfully? 

Mike Gordon-Smith 

Simon's solution 

I Mike traced the source 
of the problem to the 
fact the Windows 7 
- libraries contained 
references to folders on his NAS 
drive. Mike had no idea how they 
got there, but removing them was 
simple: click Start Computer 
Libraries, right-click the library in 




"One way to avoid passwords being 
stolen is to use a free password 
manager, such as Lastpass" 


► Master password 
This is the password used to 
unlock a password manager, 
giving you access to all of the 
passwords and log-in details 
that you've got stored within 
-you only need to remember 
the master password. 



UNLINK FOLDERS 

Removing folder 
links from your 
libraries is a quick 
and simple process 


► NAS 

Network attached storage. 
Refers to external hard drives 
that plug directly into the 
network rather than to an 
individual computer. 
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Quickfire questions 


My monitor has started to 
display a series of advancing 
vertical lines on it. It does 
this with every computer I 
connect. Is there a software 
or hardware fix for this? 
Chauncey Scarborough 
Because this appears on more 
than one PC, it sounds like a 
hardware problem that can 
only be resolved by repair or 
replacement of the monitor. 


I bought an ex-corporate 
computer that keeps starting 
up at 7am every single day. 
How do I disable this feature? 

Jack Banks 

You need to access the BIOS 
settings-from here look in 
the Power Management 
section for something 
referring to 'Wake on', which 
should be set to a specific 
time. Disable this to stop the 
PC booting automatically. 


How can I transfer programs 
to the SD card on my HTC 
Touch 3G phone? 

Helen Napier 
The HTC Touch uses the 
Windows Mobile operating 
system - Windows 7 users can 
access it through the Sync 
Center. Windows Vista users 
should download and install 
the Windows Mobile Device 
Center (http://bit.ly/winmdc), 
while Windows XP users 
should install ActiveSync 
(http://bit.ly/activesync). 


question and choose Properties. 
You'll see a list of all folders linked 
to that library - removing the link 
(which doesn't delete anything 
from the folders) is as simple as 
selecting it and clicking Remove. 
Repeat for any other unwanted 
folders and then click OK to exit 
Don't forget to check the other 
libraries, too - with any links to 
unsupported drives removed, the 
Windows 7 Backup tool should 
have no further problems. 


Software 

MOVE CONTACTS FOLDER 


installed Windows 7 after 


Q 


many happy years of using 
Windows XP and Outlook Express. 
One feature I liked about Outlook 
Express was the ability to store 
messages and contacts on a 
separate drive or partition so they 
were preserved if I had to reinstall 
Windows. I can only change the 
location of messages in Windows 
Live Mail - can I move contacts? 
Colin Travis 


f Matt's solution 

Unfortunately, this isn't 
possible. Windows Live 
Mail stores your contacts 
folder in one of two 
places depending on whether you 
sign into it with a Windows Live 
account. If you have a Windows 
Live ID, signing in ensures contacts 
are synchronised with your online 
account, so there's no need to 
move them to another partition. 

If you don't use a Windows Live 
ID, the contacts are stored in a file 
buried in a hidden folder inside 
your personal user folder. The only 
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BACK UP EMAIL 

KLS Mail Backup can 
back up your Windows 
Live Mail contacts 


solution is to make sure this folder 
is backed up - the Windows 7 and 
Windows Vista Backup tools will 
do this for you, or you can use an 
email back-up tool such as KLS 
Mail Backup, on the cover disc. 


Windows 1 

NO START-UP SOUND 

I no longer hear the Windows 
XP start-up or shutdown 
sounds, although all other sounds 
work correctly. Can you help? 

Herb Rowbotham 


Q 



James' solution 
This may be down to 
a missing or deleted 
registry entry. Visit www. 
kellys-korner-xp.com/ 
xpjweaks.htm - scroll to entry 
211, right-click Restore Startup 
and Shutdown Sounds and select 
the save option. Save the file to 
your desktop. Double-click the file 
(valuenotset.reg) and click Yes to 
merge it into the registry, which 
should resolve the problem. 


BACK UP MS ACCESS 

a How can I undo changes to a 
Microsoft Access database? It 
seems to save the database every 
time I modify it or add records. 

John Derby 


f Nick's solution 

That's exactly how 

I 

Microsoft Access - and 
fj other databases - work. 
While you could make a 
backup of the database each and 
every time you wanted to make a 
major change, that's not a 
practical solution. Instead, try a 
free program called DocShield, 
which you'll find on the cover disc. 
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INSTALL PROGRAM 

Windows XP users must install the 


.NET Framework 2.0 or 3.5 before installing 
DocShield - you can get this through a custom 
scan on Windows Update. Once that's in place, 
you're free to install DocShield from the cover 
disc on to your computer. 
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SET BACKUP OPTIONS 


Launch the program, and switch to the 
Options tab to select your back-up folder, 
increase the size of the file archive to 100MB 
and change the Shield Interval to five seconds 
Also remove the Documents and Settings 
entry under Folders to Monitor. 
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We help one reader get some great service just by 
asking, and Microsoft reveals some disturbing statistics 


COMPANY Hopscotch Kids Kids sent her and it was clearly a 

READER Ruth Brown personal and very polite response. 


NATURE OF COMPLAINT Poor 


quality goods when buying online... 

Adam s solution 

The Sale of Goods Act 
says you're entitled to a 
replacement or refund if 
goods are "not as 
described". When the transaction is 
online, this is doubly important. It's 
disappointing to receive purchases 
that aren't as expected. Then there's 
the hassle of returning items. 

When Ruth Brown bought a 
specialist nail polish from an online 
retailer-www.hopscotchkids.com 
- she was disappointed that it didn't 
work as well as she expected. The 
nail polish peeled off easily. Ruth 
contacted us to see what could be 
done. We advised her to contact 
the company direct before 
resorting to the Sale of Goods Act. 

"Hopscotch Kids were really 
helpful," Ruth told us, a few days 
later. "Theyexplained howto 
correctly apply the product, and it's 
now working exactly as I wanted." 
She forwarded the email Hopscotch 



STATUS: CASE CLOSED 

Hopscotch Kids 1 attention to 
personal service left Ruth a very 
happy customer, even though she 
initially came to us with a complaint. 


COMPANYVarious 
READERS Tessa Davies, Ron 
Thomas, Maurice Henry 
NATURE OF COMPLAINT Over the 
last year, we've heard from several 
readers who've fallen victim to a 
telephone scam. The con has 
become so common that Microsoft 
has stepped in with advice for all 
Windows users. 



Simon's solution 
It always starts the same 
way. All the readers we 
spoke to were called 
out of the blue and told 
that their computer was having 
problems. How did the caller know? 
They claimed to be from Windows 
Support or even Microsoft. The 
next step was always to establish a 
remote, network connection to 'fix' 


"Microsoft doesn't call you out of the blue. 
Even if it did, there's no way it could know 
that your machine was having problems" 
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PhonepayPlus 

If you're receiving unsolicited text messages, be 
1 P careful about replying. Often, they link to premium 

rate numbers, which means you pay extra if you call or 
text them. Instead, report the number to PhonepayPlus 
(www.phonepayplus.org.uk) - the regulator for 
premium mobile services in the UK. It can also tell you 
how to stop texts sent from premium services. 
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CALL BARRED 

Complain about 
unsolicited text 
services to 
PhonepayPlus, 
the regulator for 
premium rate 
phone service 
providers. 


those problems-with a hefty 
charge for the privilege. 

It's a scam, of course. Microsoft 
doesn't call you out of the blue. 

Even if it did, there's no way it could 
know that your machine was having 
problems. Now Microsoft research 
has revealed how extensive the 
issue has become. Fifteen per cent 
of Windows users surveyed have 
received similar calls, with the 
number rising to 26 percent in 
Ireland, Of those who were 
deceived, almost 80 per cent 
handed over money. The average 
cost to victims was £540 each. 

STATUS: ONGOING 
Microsoft's advice? "Be suspicious 
of unsolicited calls related to a 
security problem, even if they claim 
to represent a respected company/' 



Feel like you're 
being ripped off? 
Let us know... 

If you're experiencing 
problems and want 
us to help, or want to 
nominate a Hero of 
the Month, get in 
touch by emailing 
supportsquad@ 
futurenet.com with 
the subject Watchdog. 



H SELECT FILE(S) TO MONITOR 

Switch to the Main tab. Click Add Single 
to browse for and select the first database file 
you wish to protect using DocShield. Repeat 
for any other files you wish to protect. Now 
any changes made will be recorded to the 
back-up archive. 
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RESTORE EARLIER VERSION 

Should the need arise, quit your database 
program and reopen DocShield. Double-click 
the file to review the snapshots - open the one 
closest to the time your unwanted changes 
were made, and if it's the correct one, save a 
copy to work on. 



► Service manual 

An in-depth technical manual 
that includes details of 
opening a computer to access 
and replace key components. 

«r * + * aBBtri ■■ * ■ ■ ■ _ B -Br ■*■*■ 1 fi bb-bb^^^^b-b ■ ■ ■ ri fi * ■ ■ ■■■■#■’#■ ^^^^b-bbb* * ■ ■ BB^B'P#r#li>l HBaaiitl ■ ■ BsmBHB 

► Windows Live ID 

Your username and password 
to access Windows Live. 

► Windows Mobile 
Device Center 

A free tool to let Windows 
Vista users exchange data 
with Windows Mobile devices. 




September 2011 v* Windows The Official Magazine | 87 











































WHY DO I 
NEED A WEBSITE? 


Well, why not? Creating your own 
site is a way to truly make your 
mark on the web. A personal 
online presence is yours to 
customise as you like, and there's 
a lot you could do with it. Maybe 
you'll want to sell yourself or your 
services. Perhaps you're passionate 
about a particular TV show or 
musician. You might even want to 
keep an online diary. There's no 
need to have a particular reason, 
but whatever yours is make sure 
your site has some focus. 

DO I NEED A WEBSITE 
TO SET UP SHOP? 

Having your own website will 
certainly help to give your business 
a unique or professional look, but 
it's by no means essential. Many 
entrepreneurs plump for an eBay 


Shop; you'll have to pay a few fees 
but eBay takes you through the 
whole process and puts you in 
front of a built-in audience, and 
that's very important. You can start 
as many websites as you like, but if 
no-one comes to look at your 
creations then you're putting in 
a lot of effort for nothing. 

DO I NEED TO PAY? 

If you want to custom build a 
website from the ground up, you'll 
normally have to shell out for your 
own hosting - a company will 
provide you with a small amount 
of hard drive space on a server 
connected to the web, and also 
give you access to services your 
site might need like a database or 
traffic monitoring programs. But 
these days, as long as you're happy 
to slot into a prescribed pattern, 
there's no real need to pay for web 
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SELL IN SECONDS eBay provides all 
the tools to get your business going 

space or even build your own site. 
There are plenty of services that 
will give you both of these for free. 

0 A FREE WEBSITE? HOW 
DOES THAT WORK? 

Putting a website online doesn't 
actually cost hosting companies 
much money. They split web 
servers (the computers which send 
websites to the public) between a 
large number of sites, and 
installing software is completely 
automated. If you're willing to 
sacrifice personal technical 
support and you're not likely to 
want to customise your site too 
much, a service like Wordpress or 
Blogger will get you a blog-type 
site for no money. 

HOW MUCH WOULD 
A PAID-FOR SITE COST? 

That depends on its scale. You can 
get hosting from as little as £2.50 a 
month, although this won't leave 
you with much space to work in, 

A high traffic site will cost you a 
fair amount more, and you may 
have to pay extra for a quick-to- 
type domain name. 




INSIDE THE WEB The majority of websites are held in massive banks like these 


I j HOW DO I DESIGN A WEBSITE? 

If you want a quality from-scratch site built 
completely to your specification, you'll need to learn 
a little HTML, a little CSS, a little SQL, and the ins and 
outs of a high-end web editor like Dreamweaver or 
NetObjects Fusion, This won't be quick or easy, and it's 
generally a job left to the professionals, particularly 
when there are pre-built sites out there that you can 
customise to your liking. It's easy! 


CRAZY COr >E Behind the pretty facade of your favourite 
websites lies some pretty dense programming 
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FIND THE SOLUTION! Why has my site gone messy? 

Check your HTML code - if you're missing a < or > 
somewhere , it will mess up the rest of the code following it. 



Support 

Your own website 



and letting the site's controls 
automatically install it. 





ADMIN INTERFACE Adding content to websites is a breeze 


ii 


Q 


HOW DO I CUSTOMISE A PREFAB SITE? 


The majority of websites split their work between 
a back-end which looks after the programming and 
database work, a front-end which handles displaying all 
this information to the web surfer, and an admin 
interface from which the site owner can add content 
Customising the front-end can usually be done by 
uploading a simple template; web apps like Wordpress 
have a huge catalogue available, and you'll be able to 
make custom tweaks within the admin interface. A lot 
of the time this is a case of trial and error. Tweak a few 
numbers here and there to see what happens. 


"Most sites include visitor monitoring 
to tell you how many people have 
visited, where from, and so on" 



HOW DO I GET EYES 
ON MY WORK? 


You may have heard of the term 
Search Engine Optimisation, or 
SEO. This is the practice of writing 
and organising your content in 
such a way that search engines like 
Google or Bing see it as a good 
reference, thus pushing your site 
higher when web surfers search for 
appropriate terms. Diving in to 
your favourite search engine will 
always help when seeking the best 
SEO methods. 


CAN I TELL WHO 
IS! IS VISITING? 

Most sites, either free or paid for, 
include visitor monitoring facilities. 
These will generally fell you how 
many people have visited, where 
they've come from, and which 
pages they've viewed. You can also 
try Google's Analytics service - 
you'll need to install a special slice 
of code, but Analytics offers a very 
detailed report on your visitors. 



IS IT HARD TO BE 
MOBILE COMPATIBLE? 


□ CANT I JUST HOST IT 
FROM MY OWN PC? 

This seems like it would be an easy 
option, but it's really not. Your 
computer might have a speedy net 
connection, but it won't be 
hooked up to the same addressing 
systems as proper web servers, 
and hosting a website from your 
home machine is likely against 
your internet provider's terms and 
conditions anyway. Even if it were 
possible, it would mean keeping 
a PC switched on all the time and 
keeping absolutely up to date with 
all the latest security threats. You 
can, on the other hand, design 
your website on your PC before 
putting it all online. 


OPTIMISE OR DIE! 
Search engine 
optimisation is 
important if you want 
your site ranked highly 


Most modern smartphones can 
read normal websites without 
problems, but a simplified 
interface makes sites much quicker 
for people on mobile connections. 
Most back-ends, if they don't 
include it by default, will offer a 
plug-in which feeds a cut-down 
version of your site to anyone 
using a mobile browser. * 
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M HOW EASY TO USE 
Kl ARE TEMPLATE SITES? 

Most paid-for hosting includes 
access to a control panel, which 
will let you automatically install 
various packages that look after 
the nuts and bolts of any site you 
might like to build. It's simply a 
case of logging in, picking what 
you want - the Wordpress engine, 
for example, or a shopping cart - 
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► CSS 

Cascading Style Sheets are a 
clever way of determining the 
look of websites in one place; 
make a change in your style 
sheet and it will automatically 
be reflected across your site. 


► HTML 

HyperText Markup Language 
is the most basic building 
block of the web, and it is 
used to construct the layout 
and structure of most pages. 


► SQL 

Structured Query Language 
is used in the construction of 
databases, which store the 
information displayed on 
modern sites. Make a post 
in Wordpress' admin 
interface, and its content 
actually ends up in a SQL 
database somewhere on your 
web server; the template 
(made out of HTML and CSS) 
tells your web browser how 
to display it. 



Can I make this less 
complicated? 

There's always going to be a 
bit of a learning curve when it 
comes to web publishing, but 
it's worth checking out Mr 
Site, an all-in-one app which 
helps build your site, provides 
you with web space, and 
publishes it too. You even get 
a free dot com address for 
easy access, and the whole lot 
starts at £24.99. Check out 
www.mrsite.com for more. 

► Do I need to worry about 
different browsers? 

Compatibility between 
Chrome, Firefox and Internet 
Explorer is pretty good, but if 
you're worried about your 
pages it's worth checking out 
http://browsershots.org - pop 
in your web address and it'll 
show you how it looks in a 
variety of browsers. 
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Welcome 

This issue we're 
I*-} pulling out all the 
* stops to ensure 
, you have all 
the necessary 

knowledge to buy the best 
gear available. If you like to 
chat with friends or relatives 
in the UK or abroad, this 
month's big test is for you, 
because it looks at the perfect 
Skype laptops. As it's August, 
the budding traveller, thrill- 
seeker or beach lover should 
head to page 106 to see five 
of the best rugged cameras. 
We've also invited a reader 
to choose a Windows Phone 
7 smartphone; we upgrade 
memory on a net-top in 
Living With It; and we go 
in-depth on PC TV tuners. 

Nick Odantzis Deputy editor 

nick.odantzis@futurenet.com 




100 Hardware explained: how to 
watch TV on your PC 

We explain all you need to know about TV 
tuner cards and set-top boxes 



106 Take snaps wherever you go 
- five rugged cameras reviewed 

Canon PowerShot DIO, Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-FT3, Olympus Tough TG-810, more... 



108 Long term test: hardware 
we've taken home with us 

Fujifilm Finepix F500 EXR, Garmin GPSMAP 
62S, Asus EeeBox PC EB1501P, Belkin Dash 


112 Play these: great new games 
for your Windows computer 

Duke Nukem Forever, Super Street Fighter 
IV Arcade Edition, Risk: Factions 


Our review guarantee 

We use only acknowledged experts to review products, so you can use 
our ratings with full confidence to make your buying decision 


How we review 

One of the key tenets of our 
review philosophy is that 
hardware should be compared 
against like products wherever 
possible. It is only when you pit 
the finest products of a certain 
type against one another - at 
the same time - that you can 
really come up with a definitive 


verdict as to which is the very 
best in that category. The pace 
of development in computer 
hardware means that it is very 
difficult to compare scores 
from today with those from, 
say, six months ago. Magazines 
and websites that review a new 
product on its own run the risk 
of confusing or misleading. 


We guarantee to test every 
piece of hardware rigorously 
and thoroughly, using only 
acknowledged experts to 
establish the worth of a 
product. We always review 
from the viewpoint of our 
readers; the day-to-day 
practicality and quality of 
a product is paramount 


Our awards... 


- windows 

BEST 
ON TEST 
AWARD 

★ ★★★★ 


Only the very 
finest products 
receive our Best 
On Test Award. 
These will have 
excellent marks 
for quality. 


• Windows 

BEST 

VALUE 

AWARD 


Our Best Value 
Award is given 
to products that 
quite simply 
represent the 
best value for 
your money. 


RATING EXPLAINED ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ Superb ★ ★ ★ ★ Very good ★ ★ ★ 


Good * ★ 


Disappointing * 


Poor 
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102 Reader Paul Mallett talks us 
through his thoughts on three 
Windows Phone 7 smartphones 



Upgrade 

What's inside... 



92 The big test... ultimate laptops 
for Skype reviewed 


100 Hardware explained: how can 
you watch TV on your computer? 

102 Help me choose... the best 
Windows Phone 7 smartphone 

106 Mini test: five rugged cameras 
taken out into the field 


108 Living with it: hardware that 
we're reviewing over many months 

110 We recommend... the best 
hardware and software for you 

112 Play this... the best games 



Our promise to you... 

The Upgrade section is your key to finding out about the latest 
products, all designed to help you get more from your PC 


You can trust our reviews 

Our expert reviewers are 100 per cent 
independent with years of experience 
in the world of computing. Our rigorous 
testing procedures mean that only 
genuine, high-quality products are 
awarded high star ratings. Further, very 
few are handed our Best Value or Best 
on Test Awards. If you see an item of 
hardware bearing one of these marks, 
you can be confident that it is an excellent 
product. Always check when the award 
was given, to ensure it is still up-to-date. 



We choose the best products 

Thousands of new products for your 
computer are released every year and 
choosing between them can sometimes be 
an impossible task. Our experts select only 
the best hardware and software to feature 
in this magazine, making your decision on 
which one to choose easier. Even better, 
our awards and star rating system make it 
simple to find the best products for your 
needs, with our recommended products 
section giving you a fast, trustworthy guide 
to a wide range of hardware and software. 


We f ll introduce you to new stuff 

Wherever we can, we review new 
hardware comparatively, pitching 
it head-to-head against other similar 
products. (Full details of our policy can be 
found in the opposite page, under 'Our 
review guarantee'.) Of course, this isn't 
always possible with new products and 
part of our duty to you is to introduce you 
a wide range of fascinating new hardware, 
software, services and games. 

The reviews of standalone hardware 
and software are just as thorough as our 
comparative reviews. However, we do not 
allocate scores to them because this can 
often be misleading. The only exception to 
this rule is on our games reviews, where 
the pace of change is a lot slower and 


single scores can be genuinely useful. 
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easier to Keep 

Nick Odantzis 
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With the fastest internet capabilities around, 
you'll be surfing the net in seconds. All four 
machines offer built-in high-definition (HD) 
webcams, so you can video chat with mates and 
see what's going on in incredible detail. You'll also 
find special social networking applications and 
features which help you to get more from your 
favourite websites, such as Facebook or YouTube. 
Of course, as well as wanting a laptop that can 
offer great ways of keeping in touch with the 
people you know, it's important that you choose 
one that will happily perform when you want to do 
the other things in your life. So when you get sick 
of harassing family members, you can sit back and 
watch a film or play the latest games, thanks to the 
excellent media performance of these laptops. 


hese days, it's all too common to have 
friends and family scattered across the 
globe. Because of the distance, staying in 
touch can be a massive pain, involving eye¬ 
watering phone bills and wallet-draining visits to 
travel agents. Your current laptop might well come 
with a webcam, but that doesn't necessarily mean 
that it's suited to keeping in touch with people. It 
might not be particularly powerful, : or instance, 
making sharing and playing large media files 
tricky, or the screen might be a tad too small and 
difficult to look at in bright light - you want to be 
able to see what's going on. But let us keep you 
communicating with those who are far-flung by 
presenting four laptops that are perfect for 
keeping in touch with distant loved ones. 
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Dell XPS 17 

£799 www.dell.co.uk 


T he XPS 17 is an excellent all-round desktop replacement 

PC. Be warned that this laptop is a behemoth. Weighing 
3.6kg and very thick, this is an awkward and cumbersome 
machine to carry around, and definitely one that's best left on 
your desk. However, the plastic chassis is durable and looks 
smart with a brushed-aluminium finish to the lid and interior. 

To get online, you need to connect to a wireless network via 
Wi-Fi or a physical network via Ethernet. All laptops here offer 
802.lln Wi-Fi and Gigabit Ethernet for the fastest possible 
connection, so you won't suffer any delays when surfing. 


"Be warned that this is a behemoth 
- awkward and cumbersome and 
definitely best left on your desk" 


If you or your family indulge in instant messaging, you'll be 
pleased to hear that the keyboard is firm and comfortable for 
lengthy typing sessions. This is helped by the spacious palm 
rests and the bulky battery, which tilts the board at an angle. 
You can also text chat with friends long into the night thanks 
to the subtle backlighting, which clearly highlights each key. 

If you're not a fan of instant messaging, you may prefer to 
video chat. The Dell has a 720p HD webcam and Skype is 
pre-installed, so you can get chatting as soon as you're signed 
up. The webcam is sharp and has excellent focus. 
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The 17.3-inch screen is the largest in the group, but still just 
as sharp with a 1,600x900 resolution. It's perfect for browsing 
complex websites and is refreshingly vibrant. If you enjoy 
movies or music, the built-in JBL speakers offer the best audio 
experience in the group and the 320GB hard drive provides 
reasonable storage space for your media. 

This is one of three laptops here to feature Intel's Sandy 
Bridge technology and the results are excellent. Performance 
beats the others hands down, so you'll have more than 
enough power to run all your software for years to come. 

A dedicated nVidia graphics card provides the best 
multimedia performance in the group, and is perfect for 
editing video and playing the very latest games. When it's not 
being used, it conserves battery power, giving an incredible 
422 minutes of life between charges. 



While lacking portability, the XPS 17 is a powerful and 
feature-packed laptop that is perfect for keeping in 
touch with friends and family online. The large screen 
and comfortable keyboard are the icing on the cake. 




















T his laptop is an excellent way of connecting with others 
online and what's more, the low price offers stunning 
value. Like the Dell and the Sony, a Sandy Bridge processor is 
included alongside 4GB of memory. Those laptops use a more 
powerful Core i5 chip, while the Packard Bell uses the budget 
Core i3, but you'll still be able to run any program you wish. 

This laptop uses the processor's integrated graphics for 
rendering images, and although it can't quite beat the other 
laptops here, results are still impressive. While the latest games 
won't reach a playable frame rate, you can happily watch HD 

"A high-def webcam is integrated 
into the lid. It's sharp enough for 
video chats, with no motion blur" 

movies and even indulge in some light video editing. All of 
your media will happily fit on the generous 750GB hard drive. 

As with the other laptops here, a high-definition (HD) 720p 
webcam is integrated into the lid. Like the Dell, it's sharp 
enough for video chats and doesn't suffer from motion blur. 

Internet use is speedy thanks to 802.11n Wi-Fi and Gigabit 
Ethernet support, so you won't be kept waiting when trying to 
get online. Skype comes pre-installed and Packard Bell has 
included its social networking app which streams content from 
Facebook, Flickrand YouTube. 

YVorldMags 


The 15.6-inch screen lacks sharpness compared to the Dell 
and Sony, but has impressive viewing angles and is one of the 
brightest in the group. It also tips back to near horizontal. 

Build quality is impressively strong considering this laptop's 
price. The bright red chassis is attractive, with a tough lid to 
protect the screen, although there is a little flex around the 
DVD drive. A weight of 2.7kg means you can transport the 
laptop when needed, and a battery life of almost five hours is 
beaten only by the Dell, so this is a fantastic option for staying 
in touch with friends and family when on the move. 

The isolation-style keyboard prevents crumbs and muck 
from infiltrating the insides, while also keeping keys separated. 
It's a comfortable board with a dedicated numeric keypad. The 
touchpad is satisfyingly smooth and has a separate scrollbar 
for quickly navigating through websites and documents. 




The EasyNote TS13-HR-035 is a great and cheap way of 
socialising when out and about. Performance is strong 
and the display is vibrant, while the networking capabilities 
and social networking app help you to stay connected. 
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Samsung RC710 

£665 www.samsunq.com/uk 


T he Samsung RC710 is a large family laptop and an 

excellent option for staying connected online. As with all 
the laptops in this group, 802.lln Wi-Fi is supported for 
wireless networks. If you don't have Wi-Fi, you can use Gigabit 
Ethernet to connect to the internet via a cable instead. 

Although this laptop opts for a previous-generation Intel 
Core i5 processor instead of the latest Sandy Bridge 
technology, there's still enough power for all the family to run 
their applications. You can comfortably multi-task with 
creative applications, media players and other software, with 

"As well as shooting high-def 
movies, you can also watch them 
using the built-in Blu-ray drive" 

no noticeable slowdown. The huge 6GB of memory helps 
considerably - it's the most of any laptop here. 

Multimedia performance is also good, thanks to the 
dedicated nVidia graphics card, which provides similar power 
to the Packard Bell and Sony. If you want to edit video or 
photos for posting online or sending to friends, the Samsung 
can manage it with gusto. However, if anyone in your family is 
a gamer, they'll be better served by the Dell. 

The nVidia graphics card features Optimus technology, which 
automatically shuts the graphics card off when not in use. This 


conserves battery power, although you'll only get 237 minutes 
of life on the move, less than the Dell and Packard Bell. It's also 
one of the heavier machines, so is best suited to home use. 

The integrated high-definition webcam is great for chatting 
online or capturing any exciting monologues for uploading to 
YouTube. Be warned that there's a fair bit of motion blur. 

As well as shooting HD movies, you can also watch them 
using the built-in Blu-ray drive. The 17.3-inch display is superb 
way of consuming your media, with a sharp 1,600x900 
resolution and vibrant Super-TFT coating. 

Whether you're instant messaging or bashing out a novel, 
frequent typists will like the full-sized keyboard featuring 
a separate numeric keypad. It's comfortable to use over 
extended periods, while the sensitive touchpad is also good. 



If you need a laptop for getting online, enjoying your 
media and staying in touch with friends and family, the 
RC710 is a great option. It's best kept at home, though, 
thanks to the bulky build and limited battery life. 
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Sony VAIO VPCCA1S1E/G 

£749 www.sony.co.uk 


S ony produces a huge variety of laptops under its VAIO 
brand, from large desktop replacements to sleek 
ultra-portables. The VAIO CA Series is a colourful new 
machine that is well suited to catching up online. 

The most striking part of the design is undoubtedly the 
range of colours. You'll either love or hate the lurid green or 
orange, but it also comes in white and black finishes. 

Build quality is strong and the plastic chassis feels suitably 
tough. The 2.3kg weight makes this the lightest laptop here, 
but the three-hour battery life is the worst by far. 

"Sandy Bridge technology backed 
up with 4GB of RAM means you'll 
have plenty of power for your apps 


can record video for uploading to sites such as YouTube, but 
the 250GB of storage gives you limited space for movies. 

The vibrant 14-inch screen fills most of the lid and offers 
impressive contrast levels. A l,366x768-pixel resolution proves 
sharp enough to comfortably view even complex websites, 
and is great for viewing photos and videos, too. 

As with the Dell and Packard Bell, Intel's latest Sandy Bridge 
technology is on board. Backed up by 4GB of memory, you'll 
have plenty of power for running all of your applications. A 
dedicated AMD Radeon HD graphics card means you can 
happily watch high-definition movies, edit your photos and 
any videos you shoot, and even indulge in some light gaming. 
However, anyone serious about media editing or games would 
be better served by the Dell. 


The excellent build quality extends to the keyboard, which is 
only a tiny bit spongy in its centre. Like the other laptops, the 
Sony has 802.11n Wi-Fi and Gigabit Ethernet for the fastest 
possible wireless and wired networking. A handy Web button 
above the keyboard is a shortcut to your browser, so you can 
be surfing your favourite social websites in seconds. 

We were pleased to see an integrated high-definition (HD) 
webcam, which is reasonably sharp with good focus and 
minimal motion blur. This is great for web chats, although the 
Dell's camera is sharper. As with the other laptops here, you 
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The Sony is a colourful laptop that packs a surprising 
amount of power. With a longer battery life, this would 
have been a great way of staying in touch with friends 
and family on the move. 
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Skype laptop specifications 

All the technical information you need 
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MODEL 


DELL XPS 17 

PACKARD BELL 

EASYNOTE 

TS13-HR-035UK 

SAMSUNG RC710 

SONY VAIO 
VPCCA1S1E/G 

PRICE 


£799 

£450 

£665 

£749 

WEBSITE 


1 

www.deli.co.uk 

www.pcworld.co.uk 

www.amazon.co.uk 

www.sony.co.uk 

OPERATING SYSTEM 


Windows 7 

Home Premium 

1 

Windows 7 

Home Premium 

Windows 7 

Home Premium 

Windows 7 

Home Premium 

PROCESSOR 


i 

Intel 2.3GHz 

Core i5 2410M 

Intel 2.1GHz 

Core i3-2310M 

Intel 2.66GHz 

Core i5 480M 

Intel 2.3GHz 

Core i5 2410M 

MEMORY 


4096MB DDR3 SDRAM 

4096MB DDR3 SDRAM 

6144MB DDR3 SDRAM 

4096MB DDR3 SDRAM 

HARD DRIVE 


320GB (7,200rpm) 

500GB (5,400rpm) 

640GB (5,400rpm) 

250GB (5,400rpm) 

SCREEN SIZE 


17.3-inch Super-TFT 

15.6-inch Super-TFT 

17.3-inch Super-TFT 

14-inch Super-TFT 

RESOLUTION 


1,600x900 (WXGA++) 

1,366x768 (WXGA) 

1,600x900 (WXGA++) 

1,366x768 (WXGA) 

GRAPHICS 


nVidia GeForce GTX 
555M 

Intel GMA HD 3000 

nVidia GeForce 315M/ 

Intel GMA HD | 

AMD Radeon HD 

6470M 

OPTICAL DRIVE TYPE 


Tri-Format DVD DL 

Tri-Format DVD DL 

Blu-ray (read) 

Tri-Format DVD DL 

WEIGHT (KG) 


3.6kg 

2.7kg 

3.1kg 

2.3kg 

MEDIA CARDS 

J 

9-in-l 

5-in-l 

3-in-l j 

3-in-l 

802.11N WI-FI 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

BLUETOOTH 


Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

USB PORTS 


4 

3 

4 

4 

HDMI 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

USB 3.0 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

BATTERY LIFE (MINS) 

422 

294 

237 

184 


SCORE 




► Isolation-style 

A popular keyboard design of 
late, isolation-style keyboards 
feature keys that protrude 
through individual holes cut 
into the laptop's chassis. This 
increases the space between 
each key, making them easier 
to access, while reducing the 
amount of dust and dirt that 
can settle beneath them. 


► Sandy Bridge 

Intel's Sandy Bridge 
technology is the company's 
latest generation of ultra¬ 
powerful processors. While 
the Sandy Bridge processors 
have the same basic names as 
the previous generation 
- Core i3, i5 and i7 - they can 
be identified by the 
proceeding chip number, 
which is four digits long and 
begins with 2. 
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► Skype 

This web-based application 
has been around for a while, 
but is still one of the best and 
most popular methods for 
conducting video chats with 
friends and family. Skype is 
free to download and install, 
and setting up an account is 
quick and simple. Once done, 
you can make free calls to 
other Skype users. 
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All the laptops here will keep you 
well connected, offering a great 
selection of features and 
stunning performance. Choosing 
a winner was hard, but the Dell's 
all-round excellence pushed it into 
first place. If you aren't planning 
on removing your laptop from 
your home, the Dell XPS 17 is the 
perfect solution for getting online. 
It may be bulky, but there's a lot of 
power and some excellent features 
stashed in the chassis. The 
high-definition (HD) webcam is 
also perfect for webchats. 
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With impressive performance 
and some excellent features, the 
Packard Bell TS13 is a great way of 
connecting with friends and family. 
The slender chassis and five-hour 
battery life also make this an 
excellent companion for keeping 
updated on the move. 


"The Dell's got a lot 
of power and some 
excellent features 
stashed in the chassis" 
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Get Windows 8 
features today! 

Back up your data 
to the cloud 

Make your own 
city guide 

Budget laptops 



PACKED FREE DISC 


Get your computer 
working in tip-top 
condition with 
our essential 
Reinstall Toolkit 




Want more? Visit our website at 

www.officialwindowsmagazine.com 
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Indoor antennae 

Small antennae come with 
TV tuner cards and can help 
you get good TV reception 
indoors. Some even come 
with magnets on their base 
to help you position them 
for the best possible signal. 





USB port 

Some set-top boxes come with 
USB ports, enabling you to 
connect external hard drives 
and flash drives. You can then 
transfer recorded programmes 
to watch on other devices. 
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Ethernet port 

Nowadays most set-top 
boxes come with Ethernet 
ports that are used to 
connect them to your 
home network. This 
enables you to watch 
online services such as 
BBC iPlayer on your TV. 


Remote control 

Some TV tuner cards come 
with remote controls. These 
can make watching TV on 
your computer even more 
enjoyable, as you don't have 
to reach for the keyboard 
and mouse every time you 
want to switch channel. 





Aerial connection 

This is where you connect 
the USB TV tuner card, 
and by extension your 
computer, to an aerial or 
indoor antennae. For best 
results use your home's 
main aerial (the same one 
used for your TV). 
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Upgrade 

Hardware explained 


Hard 









- from tuner cards to 
, it's now easier than ever 


The gap between computers and 
televisions is becoming ever 
narrower. You can buy TVs that 
can connect to the internet, run 
apps and play media files stored 
on your home network - all 
functions that you'd usually 
associate with your home 
computer. It's no surprise, then, 
to find computers now 
incorporating the features of 
televisions with USB TV tuner 
devices. These plug into your 
computer and attach to either 
your TV aerial or an indoor 
antenna, enabling you to watch 
live television on your PC. You 
can watch TV through either 


have a compatible device) or the 
software that comes with the 
USB TV tuner. The software can 
include features such as 
recording, pausing and 
rewinding live TV, electronic 
programme guides and much 
more. As well as Freeview, some 
are able to receive Freesat and 
Freeview HD. 

Standalone set-top boxes can 
also be used to connect your 
computer to TV transmissions, as 
well as save recorded shows on 
USB drives for watching on your 
PC later, combining the best of 
TV and computer technology. 





Jargon buster! 


► USB 

A connection that enables you 
to plug devices straight into 
your computer. Unlike older 
connections, you don't need 
to turn off your PC before you 
plug in USB devices, nor do 
you need to any software - 
Windows should detect and 
install the device automatically. 
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► Windows Media Center 

An application included in 
many versions of Windows 
Vista and Windows 7. It's 
designed primarily to be used 
with a remote control to 
access pictures, video and 
music from the computer. 




When buying a USB TV 
tuner card, make sure that it's 
DVB-T compatible. This stands for 
Digital Video Broadcasting - 
Terrestrial and it means the tuner 
is capable of receiving free-to-air 
digital TV channels via Freeview. 

2 \fB-T2 

While a DVB-T compatible 
TV tuner card is good, a DVB-T2 
compatible card is even better. 
This is the second generation of 
the format, and it enables the TV 
tuner card to pick up free 
high-definition channels. 

3 ciuaea antennae 

A lot of TV tuner cards 
come with internal antennae. 
These can be very useful if your 


computer is located away from 
an aerial wall socket. If the signal 
strength where you live is strong 
enough, these can be a real help. 

4] PVR 

PVR stands for Personal 
Video Recorder. This functionality 
can be found in both USB TV 
tuner cards and set-top boxes, 
and enables you to select 
programs to record to hard disk. 

5 reesat 

Tired of paying an 
expensive subscription to Sky for 
your TV? Freesat is an excellent 
alternative that doesn't have 
subscriptions and broadcasts in 
high definition. You can even use 
your existing Sky satellite dish to 
receive Freesat. *• 


Next month we'll be taking a look at 
music streamers. On sale 31 August 2011 
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THE READER 

Paul Mallett 

Location Biggleswade 
Profession Company 
director What's it for? 

Paul's current smartphone isn't 
up to scratch so he wants a new one 
that looks good and is easy to use. 




MOBLE 


How can reader Paul Mallett 
update his Windows Mobile 
phone? By getting a new 
Windows Phone 7 model 

N ow is a great time if you're on the 

lookout for a brand new smartphone. 
Windows Phone 7 - Microsoft's latest 
mobile operating system that you'll find on all 
of its new smartphones - is steadily gaining in 
popularity and there's also a pretty extensive 
range of handsets available to buy right now. 

It's also a good time to buy a Windows Phone 7 
smartphone in particular because, in the next 
few months, the operating system will be 
receiving a huge update -codenamed Mango 
- which will contain over 500 new features that 
will make the smartphones that are already 
available even better. 

Paul Mallett, a reader from Biggleswade in 
Bedfordshire, is in a pretty good position to get 
a new smartphone. He's sick and tired of his 
current smartphone, which is running the old and 
seriously outdated Windows Mobile 6.5 operating 
system. Paul thinks it's all right for calling people, 
or when he wants to send a text message or an 
email, but the internet browser is terrible - so 
much so that Paul doesn't even bother to use it 
any more. 

He has been quite tempted to try another 
type of smartphone, such as Apple's iPhone, but 
because his current smartphone is a Windows 
model, and he also already has a Windows 7 
laptop, he'd prefer to explore Microsoft's 
Windows Phone 7 offering. 

So, we've gathered together three of the most 
diverse Windows Phone 7 smartphones that are 
suitable for everyday use, and not only will Paul 
see how he gets on with a more modern phone, 
but he will also tell us which one he thinks is the 
best for his purposes. 
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From www.expansys.com More info www.htc.com 


From www.expansys.com More info www.lg.com/uk 


What's in the box? 

Screen size 3.6-inch Camera 5.0 megapixel with LED flash 
Video 720p HD recording Built-in memory 8GB 
Weight 185g Extras Slide-out keyboard 


What's in the box? 

Screen size 3.8-inch Camera 5.0 megapixel with LED flash 
Video 720p HD recording Built-in memory 16GB 
Weight 157g Extras PlayTo app 


O ut of the three 

smartphones Paul 
is trying, the HTC 7 
Pro has the most interesting 
extra feature. As well as a 
touchscreen that you can 
interact with and use to 
navigate its menus, it also has 
a slide-out QWERTY keyboard. 

What this gives you is 
the ability to type easily 
which is great if you 
spend time writing long 
emails, or even if you 
just have bigger hands 
and find that a 
keyboard built into a 


others. It also has the smallest 
screen here at 3.6 inches, 
although Paul admitted that it 
still looked very useable. 

Paul was disappointed with 
the lack of business-type apps 

- miniature software programs 

- pre-installed on the phone. 
"It's touted as being a 

smartphone for 
business, which would 
suit me because I would 
use it for work as well as 
pleasure, but there are 
no apps tailored to it," 
Paul pointed out. "OK, it 
has the Office app for 



"It's touted as being for business 
but there are no apps tailored to it" 


T he LG Optimus 7 sits in 
the middle of the three 
smartphones on test. Its 
screen is slightly bigger than 
the HTC 7 Pro, but smaller than 
the Samsung Omnia 7. It's also 
lighter than the HTC but 
heavier than the Samsung. 
Unlike the others, the Optimus 
7 doesn't really have 
any stand-out features. 

The 16GB of built-in 
storage space is 
impressive, given that 
the other phones only 
have 8GB, and it's 
particularly useful 


cafe's Wi-Fi hotspot. "It's a 
shame, because this could be 
really useful as it gives you 
access to more photos, videos 
and music than can be stored 
on the internal memory." 

The Optimus also seemed to 
have the best camera. "Apart 
from an annoying shutter-style 

noise when you're 
taking a photo, this 
phone seems to 
produce the sharpest 
images," Paul explained. 
"I noticed that in the 
settings menu there's 
an LG logo, which 



"I'd prefer this bigger storage space 
really -1 think I'd fill up 8GB quickly" 


touchscreen is on the small 
side. Paul's first impression of 
the keyboard, which you reveal 
by pulling the two halves 
of the phone in opposite 
directions, wasn't great. "This 
is harder to type on than using 
the touchscreen keyboard," 
he said. "The position of the 
screen doesn't help matters - 
it's a bit too angled for my 
liking and it makes the screen 
slightly difficult to look at." 

The HTC 7 Pro is slightly 
chunkier than the other 
smartphones, due to the 
keyboard, which bulks it out. 
Paul noticed this, and could 
tell it weighed more than the 


writing documents, but then 
so do all other Windows 
Phone 7 smartphones." 

The camera seemed to be 
the weakest here, too, with 
dull, pixelated results in both 
photos and video recording. 



Reader's Verdict 

★ ★★ 


"A little on the large side and 
the keyboard would drive 
me mad, but it's still a very 
good phone/' 


because Windows Phone 7 
smartphones can't be 
upgraded in this area. Td 
prefer this bigger storage 
space really," said Paul. "I think 
I'd fill up 8GB quickly." 

As well as having great 
storage capabilities, the 
Optimus 7 comes with a 
unique app pre-installed called 
PlayTo, which enables you to 
stream music from a PC using 
Windows Media Player to the 
smartphone over a wireless 
internet connection. 

Paul, however, struggled to 
get it to work when he tried 
streaming media from his 
Windows 7 laptop using a 


suggests that LG has enhanced 
the settings using some sort of 
software. It works!" 

Despite the similarity of the 
phones, Paul noticed that it's 
the cheapest by far, if you want 
to buy an unlocked phone. 



"Some great features, 
including the best camera, 
and it's the cheapest 
smartphone here." 
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Samsung Omnia 7 £300 

From www.expansys.com More info www.samsung.com/uk 
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in the 


: box? 


Screen size 4-inch Camera 5.0 megapixel with LED flash 
Video 720p HD recording Built-in memory 8GB 
Weight 138.5g Extras Super AMOLED display 


aul's first impression of 
the Samsung Omnia 7 
was good, and what 
really stood out was the 
screen. At 4 inches diagonally 
it's the biggest here and it has 
another trick up its sleeve - the 
screen uses a new technology 
called Super AMOLED which 
not only makes it very 
thin, it also means that 
it's incredibly bright and 
vibrant "The screen is 
much better than any of 
the others," he told us. 

"It's so much brighter 
and clearer, and you can 


Panorama, which enables 
you to stitch photos together 
using the phone's built-in 5 
megapixel camera. "Photos on 
the Omnia 7 seem to be the 
most colourful here," Paul 
noted, "but I wonder if that's 
just because the screen makes 
everything look amazing? The 

video is exactly the 
same - it looks really 
nice, if a little too soft 
focus for my liking." 

"The only thing that's 
making me think twice 
about the Omnia 7 is its 
price - it's £100 more 




"Despite the screen size, the phone 
feels lighter and slimmer somehow" 


view the screen from any 
angle. This makes using the 
interface a much better 
experience. One of the things 
want most of all is to be able to 
browse the internet easily, 
unlike on my old phone, and 
the Omnia 7's screen gives you 
more space to look at web 
pages. Despite the screen size, 
the phone feels slimmer and 
lighter somehow." 

Aside from its generous 
screen and slightly less 
generous physical proportions, 
the Samsung hasn't got many 
stand-out features. Like the 
LG Optimus 7, it comes with 
a purpose-built app called 


expensive than the LG Optimus 
7, so I'd be paying a lot of 
money just for a better screen, 
when the phone itself isn't 
really any different. It's only 
got 8GB of memory too, which 
is a little disappointing." 



Reader's Verdict 

★ ★★★ 


"The Samsung Omnia 7 
is a little bit expensive, but 
the Super AMOLED screen 
is amazing." 



"If money was no object, I 
would buy the Samsung 
Omnia 7 without hesitation. 

I thought the others had 
good screens until I tried this. 

"But if the size and quality 
of the screen weren't 
important I would choose 
one of the phones that best 
fits my budget. The similarity 
of the Windows Phone 7 
operating system and the 
hardware means that there 
isn't much to separate them 
apart from tiny differences. 

"The LG Optimus 7 is 
probably the best all-round 


smartphone. If taking really 
sharp photos is important 
to you, you should certainly 
consider it. It's got the most 
built-in storage, too, and for 
those on a budget, it's far 
and away the best buy. 

"The HTC 7 Pro might 
appeal to those who are 
used to using a slide-out 
keyboard, but it would drive 
me mad! 

"No' matter which phone 
you go for, though, they're 
all really easy to use thanks 
to a great interface. They're 
really well built, too." ^ 


Jargon buster! 


► GB 

Gigabyte - a unit of storage 
that equates to 1,000MB 
(1,000 megabytes). 

► Smartphone 

A mobile phone that offers 
advanced computing and 
connectivity. Smartphones 
are basically a phone 
combined with mini 
computer, camera and 
internet connectivity. 


► Super AMOLED 

This is Samsung's version 
of the AMOLED screen 
technology. This type of 


screen is good for phones 
because it's bright, colourful, 
viewable even in bright 
sunlight, and extremely thin. 

► Touchscreen 

Technology that senses the 
movement and location of 
your fingers on a screen, 
and uses this to control the 
gadget, rather than buttons. 
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► Wi-Fi 

An abbreviation for wireless 
connectivity. Hardware that 
can connect to your PC or 
the internet without the 
need for wires is very useful. 
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£190 (www.amazon.co.uk) 

Web www.casio.co.uk 
The Casio Exilim EX-G1 slips nicely 
into a pocket or bag, being one 
of the slimmest models on test, 
making it perfect for carrying 
around with you. The solid buttons 
make this camera quick and easy to 
use, while the 3x optical zoom is a 
nice addition for a tough camera. 
Picture quality is reasonable and it 
certainly offers value for money at 
the price point. 


Canon Powers hot DIO 


£234 (www.amazon.co.uk) 

Web www.canon.co.uk 
One of the oldest models in this 
round-up, the Canon PowerShot 
DIO is also far from the sleekest in 
appearance. Still, with solid buttons 
and a chunky frame giving it a fun 
appeal, the camera is great for a 
family holiday, and the kids will 
probably love that bright blue 
colour. Picture quality is satisfactory 
if not the sharpest and brightest 
available on the market. 


★ ★★ 


zme.com 













Olympus Tough TG-810 


£221 (www.pixmania.co.uk) 

Web www.olympus.co.uk 
The Olympus is shockproof 
and waterproof, and feels the 
sturdiest camera of all those on 
test. It also boasts some impressive 
extras such as 3D photo, GPS locator 
and a great Hypercrystal View LCD 
screen. Pictures are sharp, with 
bright and punchy colours, making 
it a fantastic all-rounder camera 
for both adventure holidays and 
family outings. 


£140 (www.comet.co.uk) 


The cheapest model here, the bright 
colours of this family-friendly 
snapper complement its curvy 
shape. The Fujifilm XP30 is 
shockproof, waterproof, freezeproof 
and dustproof, so can handle almost 
anything a family could throw at it, 
and is a great value camera to chuck 
in the bag for a day at the beach. 
Picture quality is good, if a little dark 
at times. 


Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-FT3 


£293 (www.amazon.co.uk) 

Web www.panasonic.co.uk 
A good chunky camera that feels 
built to last, the Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-FT3 also has a handy built-in 
GPS unit, a great addition for 
holiday photographs because it 
tracks your location for you. Picture 
quality is great, with sharp, punchy 
colours and quick focusing for fast 
action shots. It is a little on the 
pricey side, though. 
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so we can really 
stand the test of 


Go wild in the country 



What's on test with who? 

Product Garmin GPSMAP 62s 

Web www.garmin.com Price £282 (www.amazon.co.uk) 
On test with Matt Orton, art editor 
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MONTI 


3 


This month has 
given me the 
chance to test the 
ruggedness of the 
Garmin GPSMAP 62s while 
canoeing and wild camping 
in the Swedish wilderness. 
When turning the unit on for 
the first time once abroad, I was 
disappointed by what seemed 
like a very long time to pick up 
the necessary satellites. Having 
experienced this with my car's 
sat-nav, I am sure that this is 
not a regular thing, and for the 
rest of the trip it did find the 
satellites far faster. 

The unit claims to be 
waterproof to European IPX7 
standards, which means it can 


survive accidental submersion 
to a depth of one metre, for 
up to 30 minutes. However, it 
doesn't float, so the included 
carabiner clip was essential for 
attaching the GPSMAP to my 
luggage. In fact, this was where 
it stayed for the entire journey, 
exposed to the elements and 
safely weathering several heavy 
downpours. It also survived a 
deliberate full submersion for a 
couple of minutes. 

Spending the journey 
fastened to the straps on my 
luggage also tested the shock- 
resistant properties. Dragging 
a heavy dry bag in and out of 
the boat invariably meant that 
the 62s was bombarded with 


"The GPSMAP safely weathered heavy 
downpours and survived a deliberate 
full submersion for a couple of minutes" 



BOAT SHOW The 62s proved invaluable on Matt's wilderness weekend 
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WET WET WET The GPSMAP seems capable of surviving in any conditions 


knocks and scrapes, which it 
survived completely unscathed. 

continue to be impressed 
by the battery life. A previous 
apprehension I had about 
GPS devices, based on my 
smartphone's energy-draining 
abilities, is non-existent in this 
dedicated device. In fact, two 
high-performance lithium 
batteries lasted for the entire 
four-day trip and beyond. 

The accuracy of the GPSMAP 
impressed everyone. The ability 
to pinpoint your location to 
within a metre or two and view 
your trail of waypoints was well 
received. Using the arrow on 
screen also made estimating 
distances far more precise, 
making decisions about 
campsites less contentious. 

There is also a host of other 
handy features. One of which is 
the sun and moon information 
which, while not much use in a 
Scandinavian summer, when it 
never gets dark, would be 
invaluable for planning routes 
when hours of daylight could 
be a safety concern. 


This month's results 

Likes It can take anything a day's 
adventuring could throw at it 
Dislikes Nothing I don't like 
Any problems? A little long to 
find satellites from a cold start! 


Ups & downs Garmin GPSMAP 62s 



Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 


Jargon buster! 


► GPS 

Global positioning system, 
which uses multiple 
satellites to pinpoint your 
location to a few metres. 


► Sat-nav 

Short for satellite 
navigation, a way of 
guiding you from point A 
to point B on a map, by 
using satellites orbiting 
around the earth and 
built-in road maps. 
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Product Asus EeeBox PC EB1501P 
Web http://uk.asus.com Price £310 (www.osoo.co.uk) 
On test with Nick Odantzis, deputy editor 




A few weeks ago, 
tried playing an 
HD programme 
on BBC iPlayer, 
but the video was far from 
smooth. Since buyers are 
promised the ability to watch 
1080p HD content on the 
EB1501P, I was disappointed. 
This, I thought, would be the 
perfect opportunity to carry 
out a performance upgrade. 

One of the easiest areas of a 
PC to upgrade is the memory, 
and since the EeeBox PC is only 
sporting 2GB as standard - half 
of its full potential - it would 


seem rude not to bring this up 
to 4GB. There's a great way of 
finding out what memory you 
need by visiting www.crucial. 
com/uk and clicking on the 
Memory Advisor link. I went for 
the recommended upgrade, 
which is 2 x 2GB of slightly 
faster memory than standard, 
which costs about £36, though 
you can just add 1 x 2GB stick 
to what you've got. 

Installing the memory isn't as 
easy as it could be, because the 
EeeBox isn't as easy to open up 
as a conventional desktop PC. 
You need to undo all the screws 


"I tried playing an HD programme but 
the video was far from smooth - the 
perfect opportunity for an upgrade" 



RAM IT IN Slotting in RAM is easy This month's results 

once you've opened up the EeeBox Likes Cheap to upgrade 

Dislikes It could have been 


on the back and remove the 
side panel, which can be fiddly. 
Once you've done this, you can 
easily unclip the old memory 
and stick the new RAM in. 

The difference in 
performance isn't hugely 
noticeable at the moment, but 
HD programmes on the iPlayer 
seem to be much smoother 
already, so I'm pleased. 


easier to do 

Any problems? HD isn't smooth 
out of the box 


Ups & downs Asus EeeBox PC EB1501P 






Product Belkin Dash Web www.belkin.com 
Price £38.92 (www.amazon.co.uk) 

On test with Katharine Davies, operations editor 





w m 




U 


test with who? 


Product Fujifilm F500 EXR Web http://fujifilm.co.uk 
Price £197 (www.pixmania.co.uk) 

On test with Rhian Drinkwater, production editor 



The Belkin Dash 
backpack caught 
my eye when we 
reviewed it in 
our round-up of laptop 
bags in issue 57, scoring 
the maximum five stars. 

At the moment, I don't have 
any means of carrying my 
laptop around safely, and 
my husband often cycles to 
work with his laptop rattling 
around in a plain old, 
common-or-garden rucksack, 
so between us, we should get 
a lot of use out of the Dash. 

It certainly has potential. 

It has loads of pockets, 
including a hidden security 
one, which is perfect for 
popping my purse and keys 
inside. There's also a holder 
for my MP3 player on the 
strap, with a magnetic patch 
to keep earbuds secure. The 



POCKET FRIENDLY The Dash has 


plenty of pockets for all my stuff 


main laptop compartment is 
well padded, and the whole 
bag is water resistant, so I might 
even find myself using it as a 
normal backpack on family 
camping trips. 


Ups & downs Belkin Dash Backpack 



100 

75 



/ Looks like this 
could be really 
useful 


Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 


I've been 
hankering for a 
new camera for a 
while - my Kodak 
point-and-click works fine, 
but I'd like to improve my 
photography and there's 
only so much it can do. I'm 
not up to DSLR standard, but 
there's a huge range of high- 
end compacts and this Fujifilm 
looks like what I'm after. The 
numbers are good - 16MP - 
but I know that the quality of 
the lens is far more important 
than the numbers. So does it 
take good photographs? 

I haven't had a chance to 
check out its many modes yet, 
but I'm just using the auto EXR 
mode for family shots, and 
putting the macro on for 
close-ups for my craft blog. I 
took the camera on its first 
outing last weekend when we 



PICTURE THIS First impressions of 
the F500 EXR are good 


went camping, and have some 
stunning shots of my son 
playing - it captured the light 
beautifully and didn't seem to 
have any problems with his 
inability to stand still. * 


Ups & downs Fujifilm F500 EXR 



Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 


MONTH 

1 
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Shop with confidence; use our recommendations to ensure 
you always choose the best products for the lowest prices 


. 


Instant expert 


Buying online 

Shopping online can 
be a lot cheaper and 
more convenient 
than buying on 
the high street. 


Precautions 

Make sure that 



the site you 
are buying from is 
trustworthy. Stick to 
well-known websites, 
and if in doubt check 
out user reviews. 


COMPUTERS 


THE BEST THERE IS... 



BEST VALUE FOR MONEY... 





LARGE-SCREEN 

LAPTOPS 



DELL XPS 17 

£799 * * * * * 

www.dell.co.uk 

While lacking portability, the XPS 17 
is a powerful and feature-packed 
laptop. Read more on page 94 


MID-RANGE 

LAPTOPS 





ACER ASPIRE 5745PG 

£500 ***** 

www.acer.co.uk 

As an all-rounder, the Acer has our 
seal of approval and the touchscreen 
is nice. Read more in issue 58 



NETBOOKS 



LENOVO IDEAPAD U160 

£388 ***i c * 

www.lenovo.com 

Large screen and keyboard yet it still 
remains compact and powerful. 
Read more in issue 56 



PB EASYNOTE TS13-HR-035 

£450 **** 

www.packardbell.co.uk 

Performance is strong, display is 
vibrant, with excellent networking 
capabilities. Read more on page 95 

TOSHIBA SATELLITE C660 

£440 ***** 

www.toshiba.co.uk 

Very impressive feature set for the 
money, but poor build quality. 

Read more in issue 58 



ACER ASPIRE ONE 721 

£290 **** 

www.acer.co.uk 

Great compromise between laptop 
and netbook with large screen. 
Read more in issue 59 


■■ ■ Am 



When you come 


to enter your 
card details, ensure 
the website address 
starts with https:// 
(rather than the 
normal http://). This 
means the page is 
encrypted so no one 
can read it and steal 
your data. 



Always use a 
credit card for 
purchases over £100, 
because the card 
company is legally 
obliged to refund 
your money if you 
are not satisfied - 
even if the seller is 
based overseas. 


PHOTO & VIDEO THE BEST THERE IS... 



COMPACT DIGITAL 
CAMERAS 


PHOTO-EDITING 

SOFTWARE 



OLYMPUS TOUGH TG-810 
£ 221 ***** 
www.olympus.co.uk 

Shockproof, waterproof, plus takes 
3D photos and has a GPS locator. 
Read more on page 107 



ADOBE PHOTOSHOP 
ELEMENTS 9 
£57 ***** 

www.adobe.com 

A fantastically powerful suite. 
Read more in issue 52 


DIGITAL PHOTO 
FRAMES 





JESSOPS 10.4 INCH 
SLIMLINE FRAME 
£80 *★★★ 

www.jessops.com 

All the features you need without 
being fancy. Read more in issue 58 


PHOTO PRINTING 
SERVICES 


PHOTOBOX 

Varies ★★★★★ 

www.photobox.co.uk 

A range of services, such as calendars 
and photo books, at good prices. 

* Read more in issue 48 



VIDEO CAMERAS 



PANASONIC HDC TM10 

£348***** 

www.panasonic.co.uk 

Leading high-definition camcorder, 
this has it all in one package. 

Read more in issue 35 


WEBCAMS 
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LOGITECH HD 
WEBCAM C510 
£35***** 

www.logitech.com 

Ticks practically any box you need it 
to. Read more in issue 49 


BEST VALUE FOR MONEY... 




CANON IXUS 130 

£129^HHHk"* 

www.canon.co.uk 

14.1 megapixels, 4x optical zoom, HD 
movie mode and good price. 

Read more in issue 53 



SERIF PHOTOPLUS X4 

£47 **** * 

www.serif.com 

Powerful, yet easy-to-use, and 
capable of fantastic results. 
Read more in issue 52 



JESSOPS DIGITAL 8-INCH 
HI-RESOLUTION FRAME 

£30 **** * 

www.jessops.com 

A good frame with auto-rotate. 

Read more in issue 38 

JESSOPS 

Varies ★★★★ 

http://photo.jessops.com 

A good selection of services, with 
free delivery to your local store. 

Read more in issue 48 

TOSHIBA CAMILEO S20 

£84 ***** 

www.toshiba.co.uk 

Great quality pocket camera, packed 
with features and a total bargain. 
Read more in issue 50 


MICROSOFT LIFECAM 
HD-5000 

£24 **** 

www.microsoft.com 

A very versatile, budget HD camera. 
Read more in issue 49 
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Upgrade 

We recommend... 


OUT & ABOUT 


SMARTPHONES 


THE BEST THERE IS... 




SAMSUNG OMNIA 7 

£399 unlocked ***★ 

www.samsung.com/uk 

A little bit expensive, but the Super 
AMOLED screen is amazing. 

Read more on page 105 


BEST VALUE FOR MONEY... 




LG OPTIMUS 7 

£299 unlocked * *** 

www.lg.com/uk 

One of the cheapest Windows Phone 
7 phones. Great features, quality 
camera. Read more on page 104 


MUSIC PLAYERS 



APPLE I POD TOUCH 

From £164 ***** 

www.apple.com 

The undisputed heavyweight 
champion of the MP3 playing world. 
Read more in issue 45 



CREATIVE ZEN X-FI STYLE 

From £65 **** * 

www creative.com 

Lags behind iPod in terms of design, 
but has superior sound quality. 

Read more in issue 45 


USB STORAGE 
STICKS 



CORSAIR FLASH VOYAGER 
GT16GB 

£27 * * * * * 

w ww.co r sa i r.co m 

Robust, fast, has USB extension lead. 
Read more in issue 55 


\ 

KINGSTON GENERATION 3 
16GB DATATRAVELER 

1 

£15 * *** 

\ \ \ 

w w w.ki ng sto n.co m 

\ Tl \ 

A great budget option. 


Read more in issue 55 


LAPTOP BAGS 


OVERBOARD WATERPROOF 
MESSENGER BAG 

£48 *★★* 

www.over-board.co.uk 

Dust-proof and waterproof but a 
little pricey. Read more in issue 57 


BELKIN DASH BACKPACK 

£39 ** ** * 

www.belkin.com 

Splashproof, well-padded and a 
range of extras for a good price. 
Read more in issue 57 




ESSENTIALS 


ANTIVIRUS 

SOFTWARE 


THE BEST THERE IS... 




NORTON INTERNET 
SECURITY 2011 

£50***** 

www.symantec.co.uk 

Covers all the bases in style. 
Read more in issue 54 


BEST VALUE FOR MONEY... 




MICROSOFT SECURITY 
ESSENTIALS 

Free ★ ★ * * * 

www.microsoft.com/security_ 

essentials 

Holds its own. Read more in issue 54 


EXTERNAL 
HARD DRIVES 



WESTERN DIGITAL MY 
PASSPORT ESSENTIAL 
£52 ***** 

www.wdc.com 

Low price, compact and sleek. 
Read more in issue 48 



SAMSUNG S2 

£40 * * * * * 

www.samsung.com 

Includes everything you need to 
back up and store precious data. 
Read more in issue 48 


MONITORS 



SAMSUNG SYNCMASTER 
F2380 

£217 ** ** 

www.samsung.com 

Impressive build and video quality. 
Read more in issue 49 



BENQ V2410T 

£176 * *** 

http://benq.co.uk 

Great colour response and really 
good picture and video quality. 
Read more in issue 49 




PRINTERS 



LEXMARK INTERPRET S405 

£83 ***** 

www.iexmark.co.uk 

With fax, USB support, wireless and 
vibrant colours, it's fantastic. 

Read more in issue 47 




KEYBOARDS 



LOGITECH ILLUMINATED 
KEYBOARD 
£61 ***** 

wwwJogitech.com 

A stunning, almost silent, wired 
keyboard. Read more in issue 44 
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MICROSOFT ARC TOUCH 

£40**** 

www.microsoft.com/hardware 

A bend turns it from wafer-thin to 
fully-functional. Replaces wheel with 
touch sensor. Read more in issue 54 



KODAK ESP 3250 

£65 ** ** 

www.kodak.com 

Cheap to buy and very cheap to run, 
but there's no wireless connection. 
Read more in issue 47 



MICROSOFT WIRELESS 
DESKTOP 800 
£18 ***** 

www.microsoft.com 

Lovely feel and comes with a mouse. 
Read more in issue 58 



MICROSOFT WIRELESS 
MOUSE 5000 

£19**** 

www.microsoft.com/hardware 

Comfortable and perfect for laptops. 
Read more in issue 34 


T7 7 

HEADSETS FOR 
INTERNET VIDEO 
AND VOICE CHAT 



HEADPHONES 


LOGITECH WIRELESS 
GAMING HEADSET G930 
£105 ***★ 

www.logitech.com 

Expensive but wireless and surround 
sound. Read more in issue 51 


PLANTRONICS .AUDIO 
655 DSP 
£26***** 
www.plantronics.com 

A rich, clear sound, and surprisingly 
cheap. Read more in issue 51 





SHURE SE115 

£63 ***** 

www.shure.com 

Well worth the money if you take 
your music seriously and have the 
cash. Read more in issue 46 



SENNHEISER CX 271 

£23**** 

www.sennheiser.co.uk 

A great little pair of headphones if 
you don't want to go overboard on 
price. Read more in issue 46 


www.officialwindowsmagazine.com 



The best price 

If you type the name 
of a product into a 
search engine, it 
brings up a number 
of sites selling the 
item, enabling you 
to browse through 
each to find the best 
price. But there are 
faster ways to find it... 


Find a bargain 

Price 



comparison 
websites such as 
www.f roog le.co.uk 
and www.kelkoo. 
co.uk list all the sites 
and their prices on 
one page, making it 
even easier. 



Another great 
website is www. 
hotukdeals.com - it 
lists some of the best 
deals online, along 
with a voucher finder 
to save even more. 


Jargon buster! 


► High definition 

Video captured and 
played in higher 
quality. There are 
more lines of pixels 
than in standard 
definition video, so 
the image is sharper, 
clearer and brighter. 

It uses a lot of 
memory, though. 
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► USB 

Universal Serial Bus is 
a connection that 
enables you to plug 
devices straight into 
your computer. Unlike 
older connections, 
you do not need to 
turn off your PC 
before you plug USB 
devices in, nor do you 
need to install any 
software - Windows 
should detect and 
install the device 
automatically. 
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A trio of new games available to play 
on your Windows PC right now 


< 

x 

A 







BIG DADDY 
Monsters may 
be big, but they 
fall hard 



H 


Duke Nukem Forever 


The granddaddy of FPS finally returns to kick some ass... 



Price £26.99 (www.amazon.co.uk) 

Web www.dukenukemforever.com Age rating 18 
Publisher 2K Games Developer 3D Realms 
Multiplayer Yes Requires WEI 3.5 Wants WEI 4.0 



\ 


» 



After 14 years in 
development hell, 
Duke Nukem Forever 


is a reality. Long 
synonymous with endless 
delays and empty promises, 
this butt of countless internet 
jokes is finally, undeniably here. 

Picking up 12 years after the 
events of 1996's Duke Nukem 
3D, the long-overdue sequel 
forces the foul-mouthed Duke 
out of retirement to fight off 
another alien invasion. Or 
maybe it's just the second half 
of the same alien invasion, 
since the aggressors are merely 
updated versions of the 


enemies in DN3D. Of course, 
it's all just a flimsy backdrop for 
silly, gruesome alien carnage 
and crude gags - or at least, it 
should have been. DNF starts 
promisingly, but goes downhill 
soon after the intro. There's a 
variety of complaints, including 
slow loading times, textures 
that are slow to pop in or 
blurry; visual stuttering; women 
uniformly depicted as airheads; 
and occasional lame jokes. 

When the shooting starts, 
things improve, but even then 
DNF is an average shooter, with 
rare moments of brilliance. 
Decapitating pigcops with a 


shotgun is fun, 
sure, but it's 
nothing you haven't 
seen before - and even 
if that's all you really want 
from the game, you're 
probably still going to be 
disappointed. 

To be fair, the game's lengthy 
campaign isn't all it offers; it 
wouldn't be a Duke Nukem 
game without multiplayer 
Dukematches. However, while 
multiplayer was a huge draw in 
Duke Nukem 3D, there's little 
that's special about it here. 





Expert verdict 



"Long synonymous with endless delays 
and empty promises, this butt of 


countless internet jokes is finally here" 



An ugly, buggy shooter that 
veers between enjoyably 
average and outright boring, 
with occasional greatness 


WEI score 


► Your PC's Windows 
Experience Index (WEI) 

The WEI measures the 
performance of each 
component in your PC, 
and gives you an overall 
score, so you get an idea 
of how well games will run 
on your computer. To find 
your PC's WEI, type 
performance into Start 
Search and open 
Performance Information 
and Tools. If you're running 
Windows Vista, click 
Update my score. If you 
have Windows 7 installed 
on your PC, however, you 
should click Re-Run 
assessment instead. 


I V A i 


1 


& 


n 


Maos 


i i 

fT Windows 



\e Of 




he September 2011 


























Super Street Fiqhter IV Arcade Edition 

1 . 'r' 


Capcom's new fighters mess with perfection 

Price £17.91 (www.amazon.co.uk) 

Web www.streetfighter.com 

Age rating 12 Publisher Capcom Developer Capcom 
Multiplayer Yes Requires WEI 4.0 Wants WEI 4.8 






Unless you already 
enjoy Super Street 
Fighter IV, there's 
nothing in Arcade 
Edition that's likely to entice 
you into the franchise. So what 
does AE bring to the table for 
regular players? First off, four 
new characters. It also brings a 
batch of subtle tweaks for the 
existing cast, and upgrades to 
the online replay for players 
who are allergic to YouTube. 

For 95 per cent of potential 
AE customers, the characters 
are what matters. If you're 
serious about the game, you'll 
have hours of fun grinding out 
combos and figuring out the 
new characters online as you 
get ruthlessly beaten down by 


players who've decided to stick 
to their familiar favourites. 

This edition's biggest 
shortcoming is its lack of 
content for the new characters. 
There are no new Trials, and 
oversights, like the lack of rival 
cut scenes for new characters, 
are irritating. It's a lazy cut 
corner on Capcom's part. 


Expert verdict 


If you're still playing S5F4 
online, AE is a no-brainer, 
and the de facto new 
standard for the game 


4 






MORE PUNCH There are 


four new characters and loads 


of upgrades 


Risk: Factions 

Altering a classic is a risky business... 

Price £7.99 (http://store.steampowered.com) 

Web www.ea.com/risk-factions Age rating PG 
Publisher Electronic Arts Developer Stainless Games Multiplayer Yes 
Requires WEI 2.0 Wants WEI 3.0 

Would chess be better 

if bishops were 
__ replaced with 
IH randomly moving 
Inquisitors? Would Cluedo be 
improved by the addition of a 
demon-spewing Hellmouth? 

After playing Risk: Factions, the 
answer could be yes. 

Although it does include 
the classic game, its meat is a 
twisted re-interpretation in 
which moggies, zombies, 
robots, men and yetis battle 
for continental control. The 
new factions add little beyond 
some pleasing combat 
animations - what refreshes is 
the introduction of a range of 
new maps dotted with enticing 
ways of playing the game. You 


aren't just invading to boost 
your draft (reinforcements 
received at the beginning of a 
turn). Now, snatching a dam 
gives you the ability to flood 
downstream lands, for example. 

The unpredictability of the 
dice puts some people off but, 
otherwise, RF is a near-perfect 
lunch-hour distraction. 



Expert verdict 

★ ★★★ 


Builds on the classic board 
game's rules while still 
managing to keep their 
timeless charm 



FUR GOD S SAKE Yes, your 
opponent could really be 
Chairman Meow 
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Welcome 

f Hello and welcome 

to your free disc, 
exclusive to 
Windows: The 
Official Magazine. 
This month's packed CD-ROM 
features great full products, 
toolkits to help you get the 
best from your computer, and 
essential resources for every 
Windows user. 

In particular, our Healthcheck 
and Speed Up toolkits are 
perfect for giving your system 
a little more oomph, from 
reducing your start-up time to 
improving the responsiveness 
of your favourite applications. 

Simon Arblaster Disc editor 

simon.arblaster@futurenet.com 




Create your personalised 35 Organise your life the easy 

Windows installation with RT7Lite way with the amazing LifeSort 



50 Speed up your computer 62 Discover Foxit Reader, our 

using Auslogics Registry Defrag favourite compact, fast PDF viewer 
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Get started 


Place your free disc into your computer's disc drive. The 
AutoPlay prompt should appear on your screen and once this has 
happened, click Run OWV.exe to start up the disc interface. A 
new window will appear, telling you some important information. 
Read it, then click on I agree to continue. 
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Browse the categories 

Click on one of the categories in the menu underneath the 
magazine logo to discover all the programs that are contained in 
each. Simply click on an app's name to find out more about it. 

Full commercial products will usually have information about how 
to register. To try out an app, just click the Install Now button. 


























































































































FIND THE SOLUTION! How to get your disc to play 

If the disc doesn't start automatically ; hit the Windows key, then 
click Computer. Now double click the DVD drive to get going. 



Your disc 

Make the most of it! 
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ALL SOFTWARE SAFETY 
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V L- I WL.U JV § 


IA/ADC 

VV/“Yi\C! 


lake your computer more stable and 

Jr 

improve application response time! 





MISSING YOUR DISC? 
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR RETAILER 




Install the program 

When you begin to install your chosen applications, the disc 
will bring up another message window to take you through the 
installation process. Each one of these is different-just follow the 
prompts until you get a message telling you that the installation 
is complete. Now it's time to try out your free apps - have fun! 


World Mags 



WWW 


To contact our reader 
support team, email 


com 


uoting the magazine 
ame and issue. We are 
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Full (M/yC 


FULL PROGRAMS 

• Auslogics Registry 
Defrag (worth £12.51) 

SPEED UP WINDOWS 

• AMD OverDrive 

• Autoruns 

• CCEnhancer 

• CCleaner 

• Comodo System- 
Cleaner 

• CPU-Z 

• G Boost 

• Revo Uninstaller 

• SiSoftware Sandra Lite 

• SlimComputer 

• Startup Delayer 

• TweakNow PowerPack 


SYSTEM HEALTHCHECK 

• Advanced SystemCare 

• Belarc Advisor 

• Crystal Diskl nfo 

• Crystal DiskMark 

• DiskPulse 

• FixWin 

• HDD Health 

• HWiNF032 

• HWMonitor 

• Memtest 

• Physical Disk Speed 
Monitor 

• Speed Test gadget 

• Speed Fan 

• SpeedTest 


RESOURCES 

• DocShield 

• Foxit Reader 

• Internet Explorer 9 

• KLS Mail Backup 

• LifeSort 

• Microsoft Security 
Essentials 

• RT Se7en Lite 

• Windows Live Essentials 
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Step into the spotlight with half-price web hosting for 12 months*. 
There's no drama with our award-winning service - just the peace 
of mind that comes from UK data centres and 24/7 support. 

1 hat means our supporting cast is online and on the phone to help 
you whenever you need them. Plus, you can communicate better 
with customers and colleagues thanks to Microsoft Exchange 
2010 email, which is included in all our packages. 

Don't wait in the wings. Your audience awaits... 





STANDARD 

£2.49pm (£2.99 me VAT) 

Normal price £5.99 inc VAT 





BUSINESS STANDARD 

£4.49pm 

Normal pr Ice £ 10.79 inc VAT 



BUSINESS PREMIUM 



£7.99pm 

Normal price £ 19.19 inc VAT 




Partner of the Year 2011 




uy now at 


.CO. 



0844 583 0753 
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2011 PARTNER OF THE YEAR 


Partner Network* 


Winner 


GOID CERTIFIED 

Partner 














